Ry See ee 
7. ] - 
Tee) 
rie rie thee] 


; We 


WE 


a 7 





ra) Talo 
Christ 


] i | 


- 


7 
od 


ll a4 14" 


= 


THE MESSAGE OF 
RECONCILIATION 


How to Have a Relationship with 
Jesus Christ 


Paul Lagasse 


Copyright © 2020 Paul Lagasse 
All rights reserved. 


Lagasse, Paul. The Message of Reconciliation: How to Have a Relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 
ISBN-13: 978-0-9964663-3-2 


Scripture quotations taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version® NIV® 
Copyright® 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ 
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 


DEDICATION 


Special recognition goes to the LORD Jesus Christ. If it were 
not for Him, this book would not be written and everything that 
exists would not be realized. He is the most important person I 

love. 

In addition, He provided my wife, Gloria, as the second most 
important person in my life. She is also responsible for my 
existence and that of this book. She is the second most important 
person I love. 


CONTENTS 


INTRO DU CHOON ctustrsesvataseciaatesten vein tues onl edsinda teat hale cincean eae’! 4 
THE NATURE OF SIN seevisrseniaieaeviond ohdhetimsard haudeuahentiisnens 6 
Lateran BvidetiCe? scascssnecteveieraseennneaed demented evihaanleeiucedens 8 
Personal Responsibility for SiN ...........ccccceceeeetecseeeeeees 8 

The: Penalty TOF SIN a, civ csitesciaiaas et ohieviddiaceatn naan 9 
Payment for the Penalty Of SiN ..........c cesses 11 
Biblical Evidences: csciaicivnsetarin diiriantadaidnd aon. 11 
Doing What iS WIONG........... cece eneeereeeneeaeereeeneees 12 
Consequences Of Sit ooo... sec ccceeceteeeeeeeeeeetetetetetieteteteeenees 40 
CONTESSION 8.23 ination nevnisenn tennant ain ae eniaes D3 
OFRSTINGS os secisrccedereicacties Ri iatacereedesgactimsuns Rai deatnesi tered 64 

2 THE ETERNAL RAM IFICATION OF SIN......cccsccsessstesseseseseeseneeseeeees 68 
Daterary BVidences init hataicacouieia tule. ialauea ante venG ered 68 
Etermial. Death ...iciiaiinnd dati eas 68 
Considering Physical Death ...00.0.0.... cette 69 

The Impact on How We Live Our LiveS.............ccccseeeeees 70 
Biblical Evidence .....ccccccccccscsesssessssesesesstsssesssestsstsesarseretersnes 70 
Spiritual Death isis isc csdecseiani wa iiwnewlinianeanns 70 
STAVES CO SUN siscsisccselatcva ters teoamsoueacertdrti ncaa dh uihneleeeaies 73 


Eternal Separation from GOd ..........cccccsescseeeeteeereeneeees 74 


5 HE SACRIFICE FOR SIN: cece aes ieee ae ais ies ee 76 


PAGS GAL YE VIG SINC 2 wc if aan ts lle ea ly aa le o celee ee ten ee 77 
The Transfer Of Si... cece eeeceeeeeeee tee stetettteteteteeenees 77 

The Final Removal of Sin oo... tte eeneteteeteeeeee 78 
Biblical Evidence ........cccccccsccsccssessssesestessassessnscsecsensnsessesneserssneses 80 
TS PROVISION FOR SUM. 3505005) sete iti eeccns On cote ect ee. 80 
Christ Our Mediator... ccc eeee cette teeeeeneneentaes 81 
@FORGIVENESS:-OF SIN wis: ceecoun ic ans scare haart secnubin an aca nimn 83 
Teiterary Evidence... ass asi Naaru wane cee Aa ak 84 
Sin Precludes FOrgivenesS...............ccccscseeeeeee eesti 84 
Forgiveness Removes the Stain Of SiN............cccceseeeeeee 85 
Forgiveness is Based upon LOVE .............. cece teeters 87 
Biblical EVidence ......cccccccccsssscsscessssecseceessessrsrssaesersersenrsseserssateas 89 
Background Regarding Forgiveness...............:::ccseeeeee 89 

The Necessity for Forgiveness .............0 ccc teen 94 
SPAIN CHB IS Meiers vierels cevecconteh anit tg. ace! uermteh cel egum Mh taianliht some has 103 
Literary BV idenecss An nein a elas eG a tee eae 104 
The Council Of Nic@a oo... cece ecceeeeeeteeeeeetettteeetetes 104 
Faith is the Foundation for Forgiveness... 109 
Biblical Eyidences s.sccsrtnetendimadenm weakened 110 


What is Faith? .....00...cccccccccccccccccccccssesccreeceeresessesenressetreseneeees 111 


The Beginning Of Faith... ccc 112 


SUC RTL basses tacts teas oe nce aba aly seth late 113 
Christ is Trustworthy ........ccccceseeesseeeesncseeseereees 114 

The Regularity Of Faith 0.0.0.0... cece 115 

BiB TERN AIRE cies tes itive tater ae tates ake tarts. mateo uate 117 
Tite Parry TOI enee cst sitet Pace ashe ealasieitcr ett eterna era laaen 118 
Eternal Life Has Already Started ............ ccc 118 

The Guarantee of Eternal Life 00.0.0... cece 119 

Our Existence in Eternal Life... eee tence 120 

The Obstacles to Eternal Life... cece eeneteeeeee 123 
Biblical Evidence .......ccccccsessessessessscscsessseecseserssesseserssessrsersseeas 125 
The Start of Eternal Life... eect ee tetenetetaes 125 

THE -GIPE OF GOdi 552 cir iin nA i eninig tunes 126 

The Assurance of Eternal Life 0.00.0... eects 127 
PGONGIU SION oracecas htt Stor at amaits dues teenie fe heea Metannetnd 130 
BIBFIOGRARHY: x deucuiatantn care nantaalsce ihe an aly me tema uname 132 
RESOURCES cc acaucivd visi adalat ahea stand ladiaie ues Ammann ieee 135 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR satisietecie tries te cise cansinae Ul Ranecn ies eas ticgdeilies tes 137 


THE MESSAGE OF RECONCILIATION 


INTRODUCTION 


Life goes on every day and people seem very busy with work, 
family, friends, and recreation. But are we missing something 
when it comes to God? After all, if we presuppose that He is the 
Creator who created all things, shouldn’t we at least give Him 
some consideration? And if we do so, is the assumption of giving 
Him consideration correct? Is a relationship with God important? 
How can we know this for sure? 

What is interesting is that there are a lot of viewpoints on this 
topic. One should ask, “How can I be sure which viewpoint is 
true?” Have you ever asked yourself that question? Do you have a 
specific viewpoint on how to have a relationship with God? 

We all have viewpoints on everything in life. So if we were to 
ask someone about their viewpoint about having a relationship 
with God, it may differ from someone else’s. Our viewpoints are 
based on a number of factors. One of the most important factors is 
our upbringing. Our parents have a strong influence not only on 
our thinking but more specifically on our values and what we 
believe. We observe how they respond with love to us and the 
world around them. Their everyday interactions speak volumes to 
us. They are perhaps the most important encyclopedia that we 
have. With regard to the subject of a relationship with God, we 
observe their daily activities with respect to God. Have they 
confessed their sin to God and asked Him for forgiveness? Do they 
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attend church regularly and have they taken us with them? Do they 
have a regular personal time with God for prayer and reading of 
the Bible? Do they speak about the Bible to us? When something 
comes up in life, do they make reference to God and do they offer 
to pray for people? Our parents play a very important role in our 
spiritual development. 

Another factor that shapes our viewpoint is our environment. 
At an early age, our interactions with other students and teachers 
have an impact on our viewpoints. Hopefully, they have a strong 
viewpoint about a relationship with God. This is why many 
Christian parents think seriously about sending their children to a 
Christian school for at least their early years in education to help 
provide a framework for their Christian faith. 

Our experiences in life over the years have an effect on our 
relationship with God. They help mold and adjust our viewpoint 
about God. Here are some experiences that may be a factor: 


Job assignments (type of work, co-workers) 
Personal relationships (friends, spouse) 
Hobbies (type of activity, acquaintances) 
Finances (wages, income, budget) 


MMMM™M 


Spiritual (church, regular habits of prayer and reading 
the Bible, acquaintances and friends) 


As we can see, life is a complex maze of factors that affect not 
only our well-being, but also how we view God. Do we see Him as 
a God who loves us no matter what? Do we recognize His Son 
Jesus Christ as the One who died on the cross for our sins so that 
we are free from the penalty of sin to experience eternal life for our 
souls instead of eternal death? This is the direction where we our 
headed in for this book. These are some major topics that need to 
be covered: our sin (including its eternal ramifications), Christ’s 
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sacrifice for our sin, our penitence (that is, our grief over our sin), 
eternal death, eternal life, and the faith needed to believe all this. 

As demonstrated, there are a number of factors that govern our 
viewpoints. However, it is important for us to consider the 
viewpoints of those who have had first-hand experiences with God. 
These witnesses, if we call them such, are found in the Bible. We 
will make many references to such witnesses in this book. Their 
interaction with God provides a great deal of information as to who 
God is and how we can interact with Him. Considering their input 
and the entirety of the Bible, we can discover how to have a 
relationship with God. 

The assertion that we are going to make for this book is that 
the Bible is the perfect, true Word of God. It is accurate and does 
not err nor do its precepts change in any way. How can I make this 
assertion? First, all of the prophecies in God’s Word have come 
true. This means that God’s Word is trustworthy. Second, its 
precepts and laws always lead to a joyful life. Millions of people 
who have gone before us have attested to this principle. We can 
stand on God’s Word because it is proven. 

Therefore, we can use it as a standard in governing how we 
live our lives. Why can’t we adopt a standard? After all, architects 
use a ruler as a standard when drafting plans. The architect asserts 
that the ruler is accurate in its measure. This is necessary so that 
the plans will be accurate. The final building product is predicated 
on an accurate architectural plan. 

Therefore, we will use the Bible as the “rule” or “standard” 
when presenting the arguments made in this book regarding how to 
have a relationship with God. The evidence provided by the Bible 
in this book is given under the sub-heading, “Biblical Evidence.” 
Henceforth, we will refer to the Bible in this book as God’s 
Word. 

I must also caution that the arguments presented in this book 
may not be what you are expecting. After all, we all develop 
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preconceived ideas about everything in life. When it comes to 
spiritual things, we may think that we have a pretty good idea on 
how to have a relationship with God. I have spent forty years in my 
relationship with God and studying God’s Word and I am still 
refreshed on a regular basis on what it says about God. We must be 
willing to submit our souls to God and His Word to have a clear 
viewpoint on how we relate to Him. Our pride needs to be 
minimized so that our understanding and relationship with Him 
can be maximized. Nevertheless, the evidence provided by myself 
and many others is given in this book under the sub-heading, 
“Literary Evidence.” 

If we are to look circumspectly at our relationship with God, 
we must first consider whether or not we actually have a 
relationship with God. We can first look to Adam and Eve, the first 
people mentioned in God’s Word and the first to have a 
relationship with God. Their relationship with God was intact, until 
they sinned against God. We know that sin has a way of interfering 
in our relationship with others. Isaiah 59:2 tells us that our sins 
have separated us from God. Sin is the distraction between us and 
God. Thankfully, God’s Word counsels us on the topic of sin. 
Since sin is such an important topic to God, He inspired many 
biblical writers to write exhaustively about it. I am constrained to 
present to you what God’s Word says about this topic or any topic. 
I also make references to what other theologians have to say in 
order to bring more clarity. Since God’s Word is exhaustive about 
sin, much of this book will be devoted to it. What is curious about 
God’s Word is that it starts out in the beginning chapter (in the 
book of Genesis) discussing the sin of Adam and Eve and how that 
affected not only Adam and Eve, but also the relationships of 
billions of people to come. At the end of God’s Word (in the book 
of Revelation) it talks about the end of sin and the reconciliation of 
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souls with God.! And in the New Testament, it describes the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross for our sins so that we are 
released from the curse of sin which is eternal death. How can we 
possibly understand where we are in our relationship with God 
unless we adequately understand what sin is and its effect on us 
and our relationship with God according to His Word? 

There are serious consequences for sin. It is important to 
understand what these consequences are. In fact, the eternal state 
of our souls depend on it. We will delve into much detail about this 
— again from a biblical perspective. What is a person’s response 
once they deem themselves guilty of sin? Is it not confession? Sin 
can only be remedied if a person is honest about their sin and then 
confesses it to God. This is our part in the process of 
reconciliation. 

The next part is up to God. God instituted a sin offering that 
would take care of our sin. That offering was the death of Jesus 
Christ on the cross. He paid the penalty for our sin by sacrificing 
Himself for us. This selfless act on the part of God immediately led 
Him to forgive us of our sin — all because of Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, we live by faith knowing these things. Romans 
10:9 says that “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, 
and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you 
will be saved.” The word saved here refers to being saved from 
that eternal place called Hell. This will be discussed further in 
Chapter 2 THE ETERNAL RAMIFICATION OF SIN. 

My hope is that we will all heed this teaching from God’s 
Word. Our eternal lives depend on it as well as the lives of our 
children. 


1 Since sin is first initiated and discussed in the first book of God’s Word 
(Genesis) and then finally eradicated in the last book (Revelation), the 
entire Word of God deals with the topic of sin. God’s Word, therefore, 
becomes the divine source of wisdom and knowledge as to how to deal 
with sin. Dealing with sin allows the restoration of our souls with God. 
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1 THE NATURE OF SIN 


Our relationship with God is affected by our sin nature. Why 
is this so? God is perfect and knows no sin. Therefore, He cannot 
be a part of any relationship where sin is present. Sin is a stain on a 
person’s soul; it is a cancer which in an uncorrected state, separates 
a soul from God. Isaiah 59:2 tells us that our sins have separated us 
from God. We cannot have any fellowship with God if unrepentant 
sin is present. We are all responsible for our sin, since Romans 
3:23 says that “all [italics mine] have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God.” Sadly, not everyone buys into this. Much to my 
surprise, I met a woman one time while sharing about God in the 
neighborhood who said that she was perfect. I humbly offered her 
the Bible verse above but she refused to accept it. I also had a co- 
worker who also thought he was perfect and refused to accept the 
verse. Ironically, one type of sin is pride, better described as self- 
sufficiency. This type of sin is arguably the most difficult to 
overcome because it immediately shuts off any hope of reconciling 
with God. Someone who believes that they have no sin is not 
humble enough to be open to God’s message of reconciliation. It is 
the hope of this book that everyone who reads it will be open to the 
concept of sin in their lives. 
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Let’s start off with the definition of sin. According to 
Merriam-Webster’, sin is defined as “a transgression of the law of 
God” or “‘a vitiated (i.e. defective) state of human nature in which 
the self is estranged from God.” From the first definition, we can 
infer that a transgression is a violation of God’s Word. When we 
do something wrong we have disobeyed God. The key here is to 
understand what is wrong. In the world today, people have 
differing views of what is wrong. Corporately, we have agreed as a 
society to obey the local laws. But morally, people are allowed to 
determine what they think is right and wrong. In the public place 
there is no standard for right and wrong. However, God’s Word 
provides us a standard with which we can determine how we 
should live. When we transgress or violate His Word, we sin. 

The second part of the definition of sin noted above identifies 
a state where a person is separated from God. This is the result of 
sin. One might question what it means to be separated from God if 
we cannot see Him. What must be noted here is that we are 
discussing a spiritual separation since God is a spiritual instead of 
a physical being. We might think it abnormal to think of a spiritual 
being but the abnormality is the other way around: the spiritual 
realm is normal and the physical realm that we now experience is 
abnormal or temporary. So a separation from God refers to our 
spiritual souls being spiritually separate from Him. This separation 
from God is not a choosing of a person but rather the result of sin. 
So in the first definition, we note what sin is; the second definition 
indicates the effect or result of sin. 


> “Merriam-Webster Since 1828,” Merriam-Webster, accessed September 
16, 2018, https://www.merriam-webster.com/. 
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Literary Evidence 


Personal Responsibility for Sin 


We must come to terms with sin if it will affect the eternal 
destiny of our souls. It is not something we can ignore. We are 
guilty because of our sin and are held liable. Have we, in fact, 
sinned? Have we violated one of God’s commands in His Word? 
God’s Word is the standard we uphold. If we are honest, we will 
agree that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 
(Romans 3:23). Going back to the Merriam-Webster definition of 
sin, we realize that there are consequences for our sin. This is not a 
punishment but rather a consequence or outcome in the sin 
process. John Stott wrote, “If human beings have sinned (which 
they have), and if they are responsible for their sins (which they 
are), then they are guilty before God. Guilt is the logical deduction 
from the premises of sin and responsibility. We have done wrong, 
by our own fault, and are therefore liable to bear the just penalty of 
our wrongdoing.”* Sin is our responsibility and it is not to be 
underestimated. Remember, there are eternal ramifications to sin. 

Sin is not an unfortunate circumstance or something we fall 
into from time to time. It is something we are subject to on a daily 
basis. We cannot escape sin in this world. Sin first entered the 
world when Adam and Eve disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden 
(Genesis 3). Ever since that time sin has been a staple in each 
person’s life.* The unfortunate circumstance is that the residue of 
sin upon our souls results in everlasting contempt in the lake of fire 
(Revelation 20:15). There is no escaping the bondage of sin nor its 


3 John R.W. Stott, The Cross of Christ (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity 
Press, 1986), 96. 

4D.M. Ross, The Cross of Christ (Garden City, NY: Doubleday, Doran & 
Company, Inc., 1928), 183. 
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eternal consequence. What a morbid predicament. But that is why 
we are paying particular attention to it in this book. 


The Penalty for Sin 


There is a penalty for breaking God’s laws. Someone must pay 
the price for those sins.° The overriding thesis in God’s Word from 
Genesis to Revelation has been concerned with taking 
responsibility for the sins of people. It is human nature to attempt 
to minimize sin — people do not like to admit that they are wrong. 
However, no sin escapes God’s attention, and someone must pay 
the price for it. 

The penalty for sin, as noted above, is eternal damnation. One 
cannot simply ignore and intentionally deny this fact. It is a truth 
from God’s Word which cannot be revoked or argued. Is there 
anything that can be done to avert such a situation? It certainly 
cannot be rectified by people themselves. We live in a society 
today where we are used to handling situations ourselves. If we 
need something for our house then we simply order it online or 
hire someone to take care of it. If we have a health concern then 
we seek medical attention and all the high-tech facilities that are 
available. Our culture is one of self-sufficiency. However, 
someone who is sinful cannot absolve or remove their own sin 
because of their sinful state. It would take someone who is sinless 
(Jesus Christ) to intervene to absolve that person of their guilt and 
eternal consequence of their sin. Alexander Bullion sums this up 
well: 


For while the sinner continues in his guilt, and the demands of the 
law against him remain unsatisfied, he can have no communion with 
God, and divine mercy can find no honorable egress to benefit him. 
In the obedience and sufferings of Jesus Christ, however, all the 


> John R.W. Stott, The Cross of Christ (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity 
Press, 1986), 143. 
® Thid., 184. 
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demands of law and justice are fully answered, every obstacle to the 
egress of divine mercy is removed, [and] God is pacified and 
delights in pardoning the guilty. In him the guilty have redemption, 
even the forgiveness of sin, according to the riches of his grace.’ 


The answer, therefore, to a person’s sinful state is Jesus Christ. 
He is the only One who can forgive a person’s sins and remove 
their guilt. The slate of a person’s soul is therefore cleared and that 
person can now have a relationship with Jesus Christ. 

Is God pleased with sin? No. If a parent tells a child how to 
behave and that child disobeys the parent, of course the parent is 
not pleased. It is the same way with God. He has told us how to 
behave according to His Word, and now it is up to us to obey it. 
An important distinction to make here is that God’s displeasure 
with sin is not aimed at us personally. His displeasure is aimed at 
the sin itself, not the person.* Each of us should realize that we are 
important to God and that He loves us — no matter what sins we 
have committed. God is in the business of saving our souls from 
eternal damnation by taking care of our sin nature through Jesus 
Christ. We will likely experience guilt after realizing sin, but we 
can confess it to God and receive forgiveness through Christ. 
Furthermore, once we have gained forgiveness through Christ, we 
have reestablished our relationship with Christ. We now have the 
benefits of His grace which means that His Spirit guides us to help 
prevent any further occurrences of sin. Since our souls still inhabit 
these sinful bodies, we are subject to further occurrences of sin. 
But if it occurs again, we can again repent of it and gain 
forgiveness through Jesus Christ. 

Why are we still subject to sin if we have a relationship with 
God through Jesus Christ? The apostle Paul wrote about this to the 
Romans by explaining that in our minds (souls) we are slaves to 


7 Alexander Bullion, Pardon of Sin: Its Nature, Necessity, Properties, and 
Effects (Philadelphia, PA: Presbyterian Board of Publication, 1800), 12. 

8 John MacArthur, Revelation: The Christian's Ultimate Victory 
(Nashville, TN: W Publishing Group, 2001), 80. 
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God’s law, but in the body we are slaves to the law of sin (Romans 
7:25). This is a dichotomy, but it demonstrates that our souls 
inhabit these physical bodies only for a time before passing into 
eternity. That is why we are concerned about the eternal state of 
our souls, and that requires attention while our souls still inhabit 
these physical bodies. 


Payment for the Penalty of Sin 


Jesus Christ took an enormous beating for our sin. He was 
literally tormented and killed (Matthew 26:57-68; 27:27-50). 
Someone had to pay the penalty for our sin and that was Christ, 
who was sinless. He was a perfect sacrifice without blemish and 
only such a perfect sacrifice could be made to redeem anyone’s 
soul (Leviticus 4). How can we possibly thank Jesus Christ for His 
effort? And do we realize the extent of His suffering to forgive 
each of us individually so that we can repent of our sin, receive His 
forgiveness, and have eternal life? If we truly understand these 
things, how can we still continue to willfully sin against God?? 
This is perhaps one of the greatest human realizations we have: 
that Christ died for our sins so that we would not receive the just 
penalty for our sin. Glory be to God. 


Biblical Evidence 


We have noted our observations about sin. It is time to focus 
on what God’s Word says about sin. This is a fairly exhaustive 
section dealing with numerous accounts from the Old and New 
Testaments in God’s Word. The Old Testament contains many of 
the commandments pertaining to the preservation of the nation of 
Israel, but this was (and still is) an important prerogative of God. 


° John Stevenson, Christ on the Cross (1846; repr., Vestavia Hills, AL: 
Solid Ground Christian Books, 2016), viii. 
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God’s nature regarding sin is still preserved for us today based on 
both the Old and New Testaments. 


Doing What is Wrong 


Violation of God’s Command 


How can we define what sin is? If we independently asked 
everyone to supply their definition of sin and establish the 
boundaries with which one is safe from sin, we would get a variety 
of answers. There must be some standard which defines when a 
person has “entered” the territory of sin. We acknowledged in the 
Introduction that God’s Word is true and accurate. Therefore, in 
this section we can use it to determine the boundaries of sin. 

In one of the early accounts in God’s Word we find the story 
about Abram (Abraham) and his nephew Lot. They both lived in 
the same area and had herdsmen that worked out in the fields. 
They both needed ample amount of water for their herds but a 
sufficient amount was not available. Therefore, Lot parted 
company so that his herdsmen would have ample water for his 
herds (Genesis 13). Lot moved to the area in the southern part of 
Israel called Sodom. He then lived in an area that would support 
his herds. However, the inhabitants in Sodom sinned exceedingly. 
According to verse 13, “Now the people of Sodom were wicked 
and were sinning greatly against the LORD.” Evidence of this sin 
is noted later in chapter 19, where Lot was hosting some visitors. 
At night, all the men from Sodom surrounded Lot’s house and 
said, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them 
out to us so that we can have sex with them.” The visitors at Lot’s 
house were actually angels who struck those men with blindness to 
protect Lot. The fact that the angels had to intervene and protect 
Lot gives evidence that this is a violation of God’s command 
according to Genesis 2:24, “That is why a man leaves his father 
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and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh.” 
Having sex outside of the constraints of God’s Word is sin. 

Sin has a way of revealing itself in different forms. Jealousy 
can be very subtle but can still cause one to sin. Joseph, the great- 
grandson of Abram, lived with his eleven brothers while they 
worked for their father, Jacob in Palestine. Jacob treasured Joseph 
and had a coat made of many colors for him. His brothers despised 
him because of their father’s favoritism towards Joseph. One day, 
they decided to lower him into a cistern, and subsequently sold him 
to a caravan headed for Egypt. They took the coat their father 
made for Joseph and tore it to pieces and put some blood on it so 
that their father would think that Joseph was killed by a wild beast. 
After many years and through various circumstances in Egypt, God 
prospered Joseph so that he became second to Pharaoh. A famine 
then grappled the entire area of both Egypt and Palestine. Jacob 
sent some of his sons from Palestine to Egypt to buy food. When 
they came upon Joseph, they did not recognize him. But Joseph 
recognized his brothers and treated them harshly, demanding that 
they bring their youngest brother to him from Palestine. The oldest 
brother, Reuben, then exclaimed to his brothers, “Didn’t I tell you 
not to sin against the boy [Joseph]? But you wouldn’t listen! Now 
we must give an accounting for his blood” (Genesis 42:22). He 
said this in reference to how they mistreated Joseph by selling him 
to the caravan and then lying to their father. Both the mistreatment 
of their brother and the lie to their father were sinful. 

Joseph eventually revealed himself to his brothers and had 
mercy on them. He called for Jacob and the rest of the family to 
come and live in Egypt and enjoy the land. After Jacob died, the 
brothers conceived yet again another sin against Joseph. They said, 


What if Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all 
the wrongs we did to him? So they sent word to Joseph, saying, 
“Your father left these instructions before he died: “This is what you 
are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your brothers the sins and 
the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.” Now please 
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forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.’ When 
their message came to him, Joseph wept. (Genesis 50:15-17) 


The brothers had not learned their lesson about being honest with 
Joseph after he brought their family into Egypt for survival. They 
sinned by selling their brother initially, and they lied again after 
Joseph showed them mercy. When jealousy is unchecked, it can 
cause a great deal of havoc in one’s life. Jealousy, like other sins, 
is like a cancer. It continues to grow and manifest itself until it is 
addressed and corrected. 

While Joseph was in prison in Egypt, he served under the jail 
keeper, Potiphar. When Potiphar saw that God gave Joseph success 
in everything he did, he put him in charge of his own household. 
Joseph was handsome and Potiphar’s wife said, “Come to bed with 
me!” (Genesis 39:7). Joseph responded in verse 9, “My master has 
withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his wife. 
How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” 
One day when Joseph was tending to his duties, she approached 
him again. He left the room but she caught him by the cloak which 
slipped off while Joseph was fleeing. Potiphar’s wife then accused 
Joseph of attempted rape and Joseph was subsequently put in 
prison. Here again, Genesis 2:24 applies where the marriage 
between a man and a woman is to be respected. Potiphar’s wife 
was guilty of sin because she violated her marriage vow to her 
husband based on God’s Word. 

Another example of a violation of God’s command is when 
Pharaoh refused to let the Israelites go in Exodus 9. After Joseph 
died, another Egyptian Pharaoh came to power who did not know 
Joseph. Fearing that the multiplied Israelites would overwhelm the 
Egyptians, he subjected the Israelites to gruesome forced labor. 
After 400 years, God planned on delivering the Israelites from 
Egypt through Moses. However, Pharaoh would not let them go. 
God sent ten plagues upon Egypt to move Pharaoh’s heart. During 
each plague Pharaoh would summon Moses saying, “The LORD is 


14 


THE MESSAGE OF RECONCILIATION 


in the right, and I and my people are in the wrong . . . I will let you 
go” (Exodus 9:27-28). But Pharaoh reneged on his pledge after the 
first nine plagues. It was after the tenth plague that he finally let 
them go. Sometimes sin is not realized by just a person, but also a 
nation or group of people. Any person or group of people who 
violate God’s command are guilty of sin and will be held 
accountable. 

When we look for answers, to whom do we go? Do we solely 
make decisions based on our own tuition or the advice of others? 
Do we inquire from statues, other gods or the roll of dice? God 
spoke these words in Exodus 20:4-5, “You shall not make for 
yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on 
the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow to 
them or worship them. . . .” What God is saying here is that we are 
not to look solely for answers apart from Him. God does give us 
and others some wisdom to help with everyday decisions. But 
when it comes to major decisions or seeking guidance, we are to 
consult with Him in prayer. The Israelites were very skilled 3000 
years ago in making all sorts of objects out of gold and silver. They 
were enticed by neighboring nations who themselves setup their 
own gods for worship separate from the LORD God. God 
cautioned the Israelites in Isaiah 31:7 to “reject the idols of silver 
and gold your sinful hands have made.” He did not want them to 
call upon lifeless gods made with human hands. God wants us to 
depend on Himself for our needs. The apostle John encouraged the 
Christians at the end of the first century to “keep yourselves from 
idols” (1 John 5:21). That was his closing argument to them. They 
should be trusting in God. Making graven images or worshipping 
something or someone besides God is sin. 

When Moses was on Mount Sinai to receive the tablets 
containing the Ten Commandments, the Israelites were waiting at 
the bottom of the mountain for a long period of time and lost 
patience with their leader. Moses’ brother Aaron was not able to 
control them. So they made a golden calf and declared that this calf 
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(idol) is what delivered them from the Egyptians. They celebrated 
until Moses came down from the mountain. In Moses’ anger he 
broke the tablets containing the Ten Commandments, burned the 
golden calf, ground it to powder, scattered it in the water, and then 
made the Israelites drink it. He said to Aaron, “What did these 
people do to you, that you led them into such great sin?” (Exodus 
32:21). Moses saw that Aaron had let the people get out of hand as 
they were running wildly. Moses asked whoever was for the 
LORD to stand with Him with their swords strapped to their side. 
They were to go throughout the camp killing those who did not 
stand with them for the LORD. About 3000 died that day. God 
abhors sin and seeks to eradicate it. This is why Moses said, “You 
have committed a great sin. But now I will go up to the LORD; 
perhaps I can make atonement for your sin” (Exodus 32:30). 

When the Israelites crossed into the desert, they again put the 
God to the test as described in Psalm 78:17-22. They saw how 
Moses, by God’s anointing, struck a rock and water came out. But 
they doubted that God could also provide bread and meat as food. 
Verse 18 says that they “demanded the food they craved.” Is that a 
proper attitude to have with the God of the universe? After all, He 
supplied us our very lives from the womb. If He cared that much to 
give us life, shouldn’t we recognize that He will also provide the 
necessary provisions for our lives as well? This type of doubt is 
listed in verse 17 as sin. 

Perhaps a more obscure sin is seeing someone who is doing 
something wrong and not saying anything about it (Leviticus 5:1). 
This is a command God gave when forming the nation of Israel.!° 
This command was given for obvious reasons since it was 
necessary for the morality of the nation. If people witnessed a 
crime and said nothing about then that would contribute to the 


‘0 God was (and still is) concerned for the preservation of the nation. God 
provided many commands in addition to the Ten Commandments to 
sustain the nation. 
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moral decay of the society. This also is sin according to God’s 
Word. 

In a similar fashion, if someone sins and they are not aware of 
it, they are still responsible for their sin (Leviticus 5:17). The 
implication here is that a person is still guilty of a sin they commit 
even if they are not aware of it. I talked with someone onetime 
who thought that he never sinned. He was a good man and did not 
intentionally want to harm anybody. But the fact of the matter 
remains that we are imperfect, we are fallible, and occasionally we 
do err in violation of one of God’s commands — even if we are not 
aware of it. 

Perhaps a more obvious sin is cheating (Leviticus 6:2-4). 
God’s Word considers cheating when any of the following occurs: 
(1) if a person deceives another about something entrusted to their 
care, (2) if a person actually takes something from someone else 
without their permission, and (3) if a person lies about someone 
else’s property (remember God’s concern for the preservation of 
the nation of Israel). Each person must respect another’s property, 
because the threshold for cheating might appear to be obscure: “Tf I 
just use a piece of someone else’s property for a while, they will 
not notice.” Whether or not someone else will notice an 
unauthorized use of their property is beside the point. When a 
person begins to see how close they can come without sinning, 
they are already in trouble. A habit such as this will only 
perpetuate itself and eventually will lead to habitual sin, whether 
the person realizes it or not. 

When the tribes of Israel settled into their land, the tribes of 
the Reubenites and the Gadites wanted to settle into the land east 
of the Jordan River — separate from the other tribes (Numbers 32). 
Moses would only allow this if the Reubenite and Gadite men 
would join the warriors from the other tribes in fighting against 
their enemies in Israel’s land. The men then could return home to 
their land east of the Jordan after the battles have been fought. God 
held them to this and indicated that they would be sinning if they 
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failed to keep their promise (which they did keep). God expects us 
to be people of our word. We should be people of integrity. We are 
sinning if we go back on our word that we have given to someone 
else. 

A case in point were the two sons of Eli the priest. Even 
though they were also priests, they mistreated the people when the 
sacrifice for offering was brought forward: 


Eli’s sons were scoundrels; they had no regard for the LORD. Now 
it was the practice of the priests that, whenever any of the people 
offered a sacrifice, the priest’s servant would come with a three- 
pronged fork in his hand while the meat was being boiled and would 
plunge the fork into the pan or kettle or caldron or pot. Whatever the 
fork brought up the priest would take for himself. This is how they 
treated all the Israelites who came to Shiloh. But even before the fat 
was burned, the priest’s servant [Eli’s sons] would come and say to 
the person who was sacrificing, ‘Give the priest some meat to roast; 
he won’t accept boiled meat from you, but only raw.’ If the person 
said to him, ‘Let the fat be burned first, and then take whatever you 
want,’ the servant would answer, “No, hand it over now; if you 
don’t, Pll take it by force.’ This sin of the young men was very 
great in the LORD’s sight, for they were treating the LORD’s 
offering with contempt (1 Samuel 2:12-17). 


This type of deception was grievous in the eyes of the LORD, but 
it is also grievous to anyone who feels that they are being cheated. 
This could involve any type of service today. If someone, for 
example, buys some groceries but thinks they are being cheated at 
the cash register, then the clerk is in error. Of course, this situation 
would then be rectified. In the case of Eli’s sons, they did not 
rectify the situation — they just took what they wanted. This is 
certainly sinful in the eyes of God. 

Speaking of meat, the Israelites at one point defeated the 
Philistines at Gibeah in the territory of Benjamin (1 Samuel 14:15- 
34). They were so hungry that they ate what they plundered. The 
only issue is that they ate the blood of the livestock along with the 
meat (blood had symbolized the very life of the animal). This 
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violated God’s Word where He said that it is sinful to eat the blood 
of livestock (Leviticus 3:17). God looks for obedience to His 
Word, otherwise it is sin. 

Another example of disobedience is when King Saul 
disobeyed God (1 Samuel 15:1-23). This story started when the 
Israelites were freed from 400 years of bondage in Egypt by God. 
However, when the Israelites approached what would be the land 
of Israel, they were attacked by the Amalekites. God determined to 
punish the Amalekites by completely destroying them at the hand 
of King Saul and made this clear to the king. However, Saul did 
not completely destroy the Amalekites. He spared their king and 
the best of the livestock. God recognized the disobedience of King 
Saul and reckoned it as rebellion against God. Sin does have 
consequences, and God removed the kingship from Saul. God 
gives us the ability to choose our path, but we should choose 
wisely. As a loving Father, he gives us His Word which sets us 
onto a proper path in life. If we disobey God’s Word then we suffer 
the consequences of our choice. It’s like a child who has been told 
by his mother not to touch the hot stove. If the child chooses to 
disobey his mother, it will burn its hand (and suffer the 
consequences). 

Have you ever felt jealous? How does that feel when the 
attention you expected went to someone else? How do you think 
God feels about that? King Jeroboam made two golden idols and 
induced the Israelites to worship these idols by saying that these 
idols were responsible for delivering the Israelites out of Egypt (1 
Kings 12:25-30). This was not true, since we know that it was God 
who provided them a miraculous deliverance. However, this 
deception not only affected Jeroboam but also the Israelites. 
Because they worshipped idols instead of God, they did not receive 
God’s blessings in the form of protection at the time and were 
eventually conquered and taken captive by the Assyrians in 722 
B.C. (2 Kings 17:7, 21-22). 
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Jeroboam, the king of Israel, also built his own shrines and 
installed his own priests (1 Kings 12:31-33). This is in direct 
violation of God’s command that no shrine or worship should be 
given to any god except the LORD God Himself (Exodus 20:2-3). 
Here, Jeroboam was in direct violation of God’s Word. Regarding 
the priests, God’s Word is clear that the priests must come from the 
lineage of Aaron (Exodus 28:1). When someone chooses to go 
about their own ways rather than to obey God they are in rebellion 
to His Word. 

Even king Rehoboam in the southern kingdom of Judah!! was 
responsible for similar sins: 


Judah did evil in the eyes of the LORD. By the sins they committed 
they stirred up his jealous anger more than those who were before 
them had done. They also set up for themselves high places, sacred 
stones and Asherah poles on every high hill and under every 
spreading tree. There were even male shrine prostitutes in the land; 
the people engaged in all the detestable practices of the nations the 
LORD had driven out before the Israelites. (1 Kings 12:22-24). 


The setting up of idols does not go unnoticed before God. We think 
of idols as statues that some people worship as their “god.” 
However, anything that we establish as a precedent in place of God 
in our lives becomes an idol. It is not merely a carved object, but it 
can be any person, any object, or any habit that we treasure more 
than God. Yes, we do have priorities that we must set in our lives 
to accomplish daily tasks, but let us remember Who is in charge, 


11 Judah was the southern kingdom of Israel after the nation split into two 
kingdoms. The northern kingdom of Israel henceforth was simply called 
Israel. Rehoboam was the first king of the southern kingdom called Judah. 
Both the southern and northern kingdoms were responsible for not only the 
civil control of their respective territories but also the spiritual well-being 
of its people. As God’s Word introduced each king, they were given the 
inscription that they either “did what was right in the eyes of the LORD,” 
or they “did evil in the eyes of the LORD.” This was important because the 
people followed the behavior of the king. 
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and He deserves our attention, our praise, and our gratitude on a 
regular basis. 

Unfortunately, the results of our sins can go beyond ourselves 
and even affect our children. Rehoboam’s son, Abijah, committed 
all the sins his father committed before him and his heart was 
certainly not devoted to God (1 Kings 15:3). We know that we are 
examples to our children, but do we consider that their spiritual 
character is influenced by us? What we devote our lives to, how we 
live, and who we ultimately worship is recognized or seen by our 
children. This makes our relationship with God all the more 
important, since our relationship with God (or lack thereof) is 
passed on to future generations. 

Nadab, the son of the Israelite king Jeroboam, also followed 
his father’s sins (1 Kings 15:26). We see the same pattern in this 
father-son relationship with God as we saw with Rehoboam and 
Abiah. This is not a one-time problem, but one that occurs 
regularly. We notice from other biblical references that generations 
to come had the same issue. In fact, the Bible coined the phrase for 
subsequent kings who followed the evil king Jeroboam, “He did 
evil in the eyes of the LORD, following the ways of Jeroboam and 
committing the same sin Jeroboam had caused Israel to commit” 
(that sin being idolatry; 1 Kings 15:34; 16:2, 25-26, 31; 22:52; 2 
Kings 13:2, 6, 11; 14:24; 15:9, 17-18, 24, 28; 2 Chronicles 33:19 — 
similar to Jeroboam). What a terrible circumstance that the leaders 
of Israel and Judah had. Many of their rulers were not devoted to 
God, but to themselves. What a warning to us in our conduct with 
God before our children! 

Even non-Jewish tribes in Israel were guilty of sin. The 
Israelites returned from exile in Babylon in 536 B.C. As they 
returned to their own land, they were ridiculed and threatened by 
Sanballat and other Ammonites who were jealous that the Israelites 
were rebuilding the walled portion of Jerusalem. This moved 
Nehemiah to write, 
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Hear us our God, for we are despised. Turn their insults back on 
their own heads. Give them over as plunder in a land of captivity. 
Do not cover up their guilt or blot out their sins from your sight, for 
they have thrown insults in the face of the builders (Nehemiah 4:4- 
5). 


God does not look favorably upon people who mistreat others. 
(Exodus 22:21). That is why Paul also recorded in Ephesians that 
we should not let any “unwholesome” word come out of our 
mouths (Ephesians 4:28). In fact, our attitude should be the 
following: “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. 
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to 
your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others” 
(Philippians 2:3-4). We should be more favorably centered on 
others rather than ourselves. When our focus is on ourselves, we 
invalidate others and tend to treat them as less than ourselves. This 
is the root of sins such as mistreatment, pride, and jealousy. Sin 
does not start with the actual mistreatment or behavior. It actually 
starts within the heart which is why we must recognize it and deal 
with it. 

As noted above, the people of Judah who were in captivity in 
Babylon were allowed to return to their land in Israel in 536 B.C. 
This was a time of great celebration and thanksgiving among the 
people. However, the men of Judah intermarried with the 
inhabitants of their former land in Israel (Ashdod, Ammon, and 
Moab) and had children (Nehemiah 13:23-26). They would have 
been better off marrying women from their own tribe. The 
intermarriages led the men to observe and worship the foreign gods 
of Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab. This was abominable in the sight 
of God, since He declared that He alone would be worshipped 
(Exodus 20). Nehemiah who recorded these intermarriages 
referenced King Solomon when he did the same thing with many 
wives (1 Kings 11). This led King Solomon astray from 
worshipping God. He since lost God’s blessing in his life. Sin has a 
way of separating us from God’s blessing. Isaiah 59:2 tells us that 
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our sins have separated us from God. We must be cautious about 
those things or those people that can lead us astray from God and 
cause us to sin. One might think that it is the external temptation 
which draws a person away from God. This is actually the effect 
rather than the cause. We must look at the cause of a person 
sinning against God and that comes from a distancing relationship 
between ourselves and God. Once we have a relationship with God 
through prayer and reading His Word, we must continue the prayer 
and reading. If we slip away from this habit than we become 
vulnerable to sin since we do not have as close a relationship with 
God. This has been the case for the nation of Israel throughout her 
history. She would have a close relationship with God, then fall 
away, then commit national sins, repent of her sins, and then draw 
close again to Him. We could actually say that we have this 
repetitive process set in God’s Word for us as a reminder not to 
give up on our prayer and reading of His Word. 

Exodus 20 also tells us to avoid committing adultery — 
this is sin according to God. We are even guilty of adulterous 
thoughts according to Matthew 5. Job warns that: 


If my heart has been enticed by a woman, or if I have lurked at my 
neighbor’s door, then may my wife grind another man’s grain, and 
may other men sleep with her. For that would have been wicked, a 
sin to be judged. It is a fire that burns to Destruction; it would have 
uprooted my harvest (Job 31:9-12). 


God’s plan for sexuality is embodied in His guidelines for 
marriage in Genesis 2: A man and a woman are to leave their 
parents and to be united as one flesh. This is the boundary for 
sexuality — exclusively between husband and wife. Anything else is 
sin. Today we have noticed a pattern of men and women moving in 
with each other. This is an obvious violation of marriage. A man 
and a woman would like to share their lives together under this 
format, but it excludes God’s blessing and a serious commitment 
with each other under the bond of marriage. Being united in one 
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flesh is more than just physical. It means being united under the 
auspices of God. It is a commitment to God that each spouse 
agrees to remain devoted to their spouse for life. It is a serious 
commitment. Under this commitment, a man and a woman are then 
united in a sexual relationship as a demonstration of that 
commitment. They are devoted to each other. That is why sex is an 
enjoyable byproduct of marriage which also produces offspring — a 
furthering of the family unit. It is not to be entered into in a casual 
manner outside of marriage. 

In fact, if a man divorces his wife and she then marries another 
husband, and the new husband divorces her or he dies, she cannot 
marry her first husband (Deuteronomy 24:1-4). The sanctity of 
marriage is preserved for the initial union between a husband and 
wife. This speaks to the bond of marriage in that it is a serious 
commitment for life. Any sexual activity or relationship outside of 
this commitment is sin. A man and a woman should seriously 
consider their relationship as they continue dating. If they decide to 
continue in a deeper relationship, they should consider the 
constructs of marriage, and both the physical, spiritual, and mental 
bond to each other for life. The physical bond of sex is reserved for 
the married couple as evidence of their marriage, rather than lustful 
enjoyment outside of marriage. 

Sin lays its tentacles not only with physical temptations, but 
also with material ones. Wealth in itself is not sinful, but the 
temptations of wealth can be sinful. The desire for wealth can 
become sinful if we put our desire for it above our desire for God. 
After all, God is the one who provides for our needs and gives us 
wealth. Deuteronomy 8:18 says to “Worship the LORD your God, 
for it is He who gives you the ability to produce wealth.” Job also 
has some advice regarding wealth: 


If I have put my trust in gold or said to pure gold, “You are my 
security,’ if I have rejoiced over my great wealth, the fortune my 
hands had gained, . . . so that my heart was secretly enticed and my 
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hand offered them a kiss of homage, then these also would be sins 
to be judged, for I would have been unfaithful to God on high (Job 
31:25-28). 


Some people may go even so far as to make wealth their God. 
Sometimes we mistakenly take what others have provided and 
declare it for ourselves. Maybe we have a feeling of self-worth or 
pride for something that is not ours or just plain enticed by it. 
Notice that it is not the possession of wealth that makes us sinful, 
but rather putting trust in it rather than in the LORD God who 
provided it and the means to obtain it. 

Job goes on further to say that even if we conceal our sins 
before God, then that is sin (Job 31:33). The reference here is to 
Adam in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3). Adam initially hid from 
God because he violated God’s command not to eat of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil. He even tried to pass the blame on 
to Eve. If we truly believe that God exists, He created all things, 
He knows all things, and that He is all-powerful, then why do we 
think we can hide anything from Him? Is that a denial of His 
omniscience (ability to know all things)? When we seek to deny or 
cover up something then we are denying that He has the attributes 
of being God and relegate Him to being something less than Who 
He is. Trying to cover up for something we should not do is sinful 
according to God. 

At the opposite end of the spectrum, sin can be viewed as 
excessive praise or flattery. King David had a message for the 
wicked that “their own eyes flatter themselves too much to detect 
or hate their sin” (Psalm 36:2). Promoting ourselves before others 
is another way of putting them down. It is also viewed as raising 
ourselves up. This is the temptation of making ourselves more 
important and even flirts with allowing ourselves to think that we 
are closer to being on par with God. God is quick to point out that 
He desires that we be humble at all times (James 4:6). King David 
sought refuge from his enemies and often prayed that God would 
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take care of the situation. His observation was that his enemies not 
only sought his life (since he was God’s anointed), but that they 
gloated about it to themselves and others. We should not think of 
ourselves above others. 

In a similar fashion, Job continued in Job 31:29-30 by saying 
that we should not rejoice in the misfortunes of our enemy. This is 
the antithesis of God’s love for people. Philippians 2:3 says that we 
should prefer others above ourselves. The ultimate case of 
preferring others is to actually give ourselves completely to them. 
This is what Jesus Christ did on the cross when He died there for 
the sins of all who would come to Him for mercy and forgiveness 
of their sins. He emptied Himself for us. When we wish ill will 
towards others, we are subscribing to a form of hate. If this is not 
corrected, it can lead to stronger forms of ill will. For some people, 
they take to actions such as railing against someone else on social 
media or even performing physical attacks. God loves people 
because He created them. We should do the same and not rejoice 
over their misfortune, but rather help and support them. 

King David also identified as sin some of the words we might 
say. In Psalm 59:12 he wrote, “For the sins of their mouths, for the 
words of their lips, let them be caught in their pride.” It is so easy 
to say something, but yet, we cannot retrieve the words once we 
say it (similarly, once we send out a tweet or email we cannot 
retrieve it. The words are already out there and can be forwarded 
and viewed by anyone in the world). We have a choice on how to 
say something and we should choose to build up the other person. 
Ephesians 4:29 says, “Do not let any unwholesome talk come out 
of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up 
according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.” 
King Solomon wrote, “Sin is not ended by multiplying words, but 
the prudent hold their tongues” (Proverbs 10:19). It would be better 
for us to use fewer words. The words we do say or write should be 
used to build others up. A good question to ask ourselves when 
writing or tweeting is, “Do these words build up the other person?” 
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In a similar sense, Solomon also wrote that despising one’s 
neighbor is a sin (Proverbs 14:21). This is a difficult sin to 
understand because it involves the motives of one’s heart rather 
than a particular action or words. Do we have ill will towards 
someone? When we think of that person, do we harbor malice in 
our hearts or compassion despite the situation? These questions 
will help determine whether or not we actually despise someone 
else. We may be offended by someone’s words or actions but we 
should not allow our emotions to be overcome with contempt for 
that person. We should attempt to reconcile the situation with the 
other person (Matthew 18:15) without becoming belligerent. God’s 
plan is for unity and peace. We should search our hearts carefully 
because this sin can creep in subconsciously. 

The fact of the matter is that no one is without sin. Proverbs 
20:9 says, “Who can say, ‘I have kept my heart pure; I am clean 
and without sin?’” It is a rhetorical question. It draws us back to 
the Garden of Eden when Adam first sinned against God’s 
command in Genesis 3. If we are honest and transparent with 
ourselves, we would agree. Ecclesiastes 7:20 is clear about this: 
“Indeed, there is no one on earth who is righteous, no one who 
does what is right and never sins.” The apostle Paul wrote to the 
Romans that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 
(Romans 3:20). In this book I have pointed out numerous examples 
of sin according to God’s Word. God’s Word is the standard we 
adopted at the beginning of this book. So why do we hide or try to 
find an excuse regarding sin? Why not just admit that we all are 
sinners? 

Do we think we are invincible? Proverbs says, “Haughty eyes 
and a proud heart — the unplowed field of the wicked — produce 
sin” (Proverbs 21:4). We are most vulnerable to sin when we think 
we cannot fall. This is a loss of perspective. A rightful perspective 
is when we have a continuous relationship with God in prayer and 
the reading of His Word. When we get away from that, we become 
vulnerable to haughty eyes and a proud heart. I have met only two 
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people out of the many people I talked to on this subject that 
thought they were perfect without sin. Did they ever “run” a red 
light? Did they always come to a complete stop at every stop sign? 
(God expects us to obey the civil authorities according to His Word 
— Romans 13:1.) Did they ever have a harsh word or what seemed 
like a harsh word with their spouse? (God expects mutual love to 
occur between a husband and his wife — Ephesians 5). I am already 
guilty many times over. 

A clear rejection of God and total focus on self is sinful to 
God. God told the Israelites through the prophet Isaiah, “My 
people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the 
spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken 
cisterns that cannot hold water” (Isaiah 2:13). When we turn away 
from God and do not consider Him at all, then we have sinned 
against Him. Further, we fail Him when we desire to do things 
ourselves. This is a willful desire that we think we know what is 
best, in effect, snubbing God. How can we expect God to recognize 
us if we have not recognized Him? Is it just in times of financial 
trouble, a family crisis, or a serious illness that we call out to Him? 
God wants to be in a continuous relationship with us instead of just 
approaching Him anytime we are in trouble. He operates in a 
relationship with us just like a husband and wife. One spouse meets 
the needs of the other because they are already engaged in a 
relationship. God’s plan is to continuously engage with us (through 
prayer and studying His Word) so that we can enjoy the fruits of a 
relationship with Him. We can think of the relationship a child has 
with a devoted parent. The parent and the child enjoy a continual 
presence with each other. 

A sin which is also detestable to God is that of infanticide. The 
ancient Phoenicians, Egyptians, and Carthaginians sacrificed their 
children to the idol Molek. This was a hollow brass idol in the 
shape of a human with the head of an ox. A fire was placed just 
below the extended arms of the idol and children were placed on 
the idol’s outstretched hot arms. Loud cymbals and drums were 
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played to drown out the cries of the child.'!? What a horrific 
thought. This is a two-fold sin. First, it is sinful to worship some 
other entity besides God. Second, it is sinful to intentionally take 
the life of another human being. Both of these sins are identified in 
the Ten Commandments that God gave in Exodus 20.'? We see this 
demonstrated today with the numerous abortions that are 
performed (about 50 million to date since 1973 in the United 
States). The lives of innocent babies are taken to worship the idol 
of pleasure or wanton sex. What is the difference between a life 
taken on the outstretched arms of an idol or one that is removed 
from a mother’s uterus? In God’s eyes, the lives of both babies are 
important and must not be taken. 

With all of these grave circumstances surrounding sin, one 
might ask, “What is the standard for sin? Or, what are the 
guidelines that determine when one has sinned?” Once again, we 
look to God’s Word. Romans 7:11 says, “For sin, seizing the 
opportunity afforded by the commandment, deceived me, and 
through the commandment put me to death.” It is God’s Word that 
defines the boundaries for when a person has sinned. It is 
imperative that we have this standard. Otherwise, anyone could 
define their own standard. Is it right for us to tell God what sin is, 
or should we listen to Him for His definition? With the advent of 
social media, it is very easy for people to voice their opinions 
about self-worth and self-identity. What happens is that these 
opinions are spread rapidly throughout the internet. Many people 
who read these opinions then subscribe to them, resulting in a huge 
following. Others who see such a large following are quick to 
accept these opinions as fact and then subscribe to them as well. 
People then tend to allow these opinions to shape their own beliefs 


2 James Freeman, Manners and Customs of the Bible (Plainfield, NJ: 
Logos International, 1972), 92-93. 

'3 In fact, five of the Ten Commandments dealt with the sins committed 
against another person. Since they are part of God’s commandments, they 
represent sin against both God and another person. 
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rather than allowing God’s Word to permeate their souls and 
influence their thoughts. 

One of the most rampant opinions today is sexual sin. Self- 
worth and self-identity has taken such a prominence in peoples’ 
lives that they are willing to do whatever they want regarding sex. 
God’s Word, however, is explicit regarding this type of sin. Sexual 
sin is a sin committed against one’s own body: 


The body, however, is not meant for sexual immorality but for the 
Lord, and the Lord for the body. . . . Do you know that your bodies 
are members of Christ himself? Shall I then take the members of 
Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! Do you know that he 
who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it 
is said, ‘The two will become one flesh.’ But whoever is united with 
the Lord is one with him in spirit. . .. Do you know that your bodies 
are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have 
received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a 
price. Therefore honor God with your bodies (1 Corinthians 6:13- 
20). 


This command is a derivative of one of the Ten Commandments in 
Exodus 20: “You shall not commit adultery.” Therefore, the 
marriage bed is pure. God has defined sex within the bounds of 
marriage. Anything outside of that is sin against one’s own body 
and sin against God’s Word. This is not up for debate or opinion, 
but rather explicit. 

We can extend what we do with our own bodies to how we 
conduct ourselves with others. What is the boundary in our 
relationships with others before we are guilty of sin? Leviticus 
19:18 teaches us to “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Philippians 
2:3-4 goes further: “In humility value others above yourselves, not 
looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the 
others.” This is the boundary. If we show partiality or consider 
someone less than someone else, we sin. James 2:9 says, “But if 
you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as 
lawbreakers.” This can occur not only outside of the church but 
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also among the church members themselves. I am again struck by 
how social media voids this commandment. People are willing to 
degrade others by tweeting. Once more, others are willing to join 
in or accept this belittling as an acceptable practice. Belittling 
others has become an art with social media. This draws us further 
away from God’s commandment. The church itself should speak 
up against this type of belittling on social media, since it has spread 
throughout both the media and the hearts of people. 


Sin Grieves God 


Sin is a violation of God’s command, but is God impacted by 
our sin? There must be some impact on Him, otherwise, what is 
wrong with sin? Someone may think that it is okay to sin because 
they do not realize that it impacts someone, especially God. They 
simply do not care. However, there is an impact and it is important 
for us to understand what it is. Are we grieved when someone else 
sin’s against us? Of course we are! We are offended and would 
prefer that our relationship with that person is restored (which is 
why we should seek them out for restoration). In a similar fashion, 
God is grieved as well. Isaiah 59:2 reminds us that our sins “have 
separated us from God.” Perhaps we should seek restoration with 
Him as well. 

We can learn this from a story when God visited Abraham in 
the form of three angels (Genesis 18). The initial purpose of this 
visit was to announce that the elderly couple (Abraham and Sarah) 
would miraculously expect a baby. This baby would carry on the 
heritage as the nation of Israel developed. Abraham and Sarah 
were well beyond childbearing years, and that is why this birth 
would be a divine miracle. God wanted to show that He was the 
One who would propagate the nation of Israel. This was important 
to God, because He previously blessed Abraham and announced 
that he would be the father of many people in the land that God 
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would give them — Israel (which eventually became the name of 
this miraculous child). 

But the second purpose of the visit was to announce that “The 
outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is [was] so great and their sin 
so grievous . . .° (Genesis 18:20; italics mine). Sodom and 
Gomorrah were known for vile behavior. Illicit sex was rampant 
both among and between sexes. Unrepentant sin grieves God and 
weighs heavily upon Him. He is merciful to those who are broken- 
hearted about their sin, but to those who are not, they will receive 
their just reward (judgment). In this segment, the people of Sodom 
and Gomorrah were unrepentant and were destroyed. God’s wrath 
and anger (Isaiah 64:5) is only unleashed to rid the stench of sin. 
The fact that sin is still rampant in the world today should not 
allow us to be complacent. Even though God is grievous when it 
comes to sin, He will judge the world of its sin and each person 
(soul) will receive their just reward at the Great White Throne of 
Judgment in Revelation 20. 

As the nation of Israel grew, she did not always honor God’s 
Word. The nation fell into apostasy. The priests were not 
ministering to the people, but took God for granted in their rituals. 
The prophets would not prophesy God’s Words but rather what 
they wanted to say. As a result, the nation drew further away from 
God and focused only on themselves. Sound familiar? Isaiah the 
prophet uttered God’s Words to Israel: “Declare to my people their 
rebellion and to the descendants of Jacob their sins” (Isaiah 58:1). 
The Israelites wondered then why God seemed so distant and did 
not notice or respond to them. God later said in Isaiah 59:2, “But 
your iniquities have separated you from God.” Since sin is 
abhorrent to God, it actually separates us from Him. If we are not 
obeying His Word, then we should not expect His blessings. This 
is perhaps the most destructive aspect of sin. When sin first entered 
the world in the Garden of Eden with Adam and Eve, it left a stain 
for all generations. By itself, there is no natural cure or recourse 
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from this separation from God. We ourselves cannot remedy it or 
reverse its effects. 

There is no escape from sin nor is God ignorant of it. We 
would like to think that our thoughts and actions are secret to 
ourselves. But Psalm 90:8 says, “You [God] have set our iniquities 
before you, our secret sins in the light of your presence.” In our 
earthly lives, we expect privacy and protection of our personal 
information. But in reality, God is aware of all of our thoughts and 
actions. That can be a daunting thought, but it can also bring 
consolation, especially if our relationship with Him is restored. He 
is aware of the good that is afforded by the Holy Spirit in our lives, 
but also the sins which emanate from our sinful nature (Romans 
EO) 


Temptation of Sin 


Is it possible to be tempted to sin? Are temptations really 
dangerous? Is it possible to overcome temptations? Temptations 
can come from three sources: (1) the surrounding environment and 
culture as we know it, (2) Satan and his subjective spirits, and (3) 
our own fleshly (sinful) desires (Romans 7:25). Temptations 
naturally occur during the course of human life. It is true that they 
entice us to sin, but we should not be surprised or fearful of them 
(as long as we do not look forward to them). The apostle Paul 
provided us with some encouragement from 1 Corinthians 10:13: 
“No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to 
mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted 
beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also 
provide a way out so that you can endure it.” Thus, even though 
temptations are not welcome by us, we do have the comfort that 
God has provided us with His Holy Spirit to help us avoid 
temptations. 

This is exemplified in the story of Cain, the son of Adam and 
Eve, who presented his offering to God (Genesis 4:2-7). However, 
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God did not find Cain’s offering acceptable. Cain was angry that 
God would accept his brother Abel’s sacrifice, but not his. God 
warned him not to let his emotions control him: “sin is crouching 
at your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.” Sin 
has a way of festering or escalating inside us. It is like a seed that 
sprouts and then grows. We must subdue it before it causes us to 
take an action that we will regret before God. Unfortunately, Cain 
did not catch his sin in time. His brother Abel’s sacrifice was 
accepted by God, causing Cain to become jealous. So Cain coaxed 
his brother to meet him in the field where he killed him. God 
subsequently held Cain accountable for his sin. We must “catch” 
sin when it is sprouting in our lives and ask God to help us deal 
with it — confess it, help us control our emotions, and trust God for 
His care. When the people of Israel received the Ten 
Commandments from God on Mount Sinai and saw the thunder, 
lightning, and smoke, they became fearful because they realized 
that they were a sinful people (just like the rest of us). Moses said 
to them, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the 
fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning” (Genesis 
20:20). God’s Word speaks of the fear of God as the beginning of 
knowledge (Proverbs 1:7). This kind of fear is helpful because it 
humbles us and causes us to confess our sins and look to God for 
deliverance and restoration. 

The surrounding environment and culture can certainly be a 
temptation. God warned the Israelites not to allow foreigners to 
live in their land (Exodus 23:33). The concern here is that this 
would cause the Israelites to worship foreign gods. This of course 
violates the commandment that there should be no other gods 
before God. Similarly in Deuteronomy 20:17-18, the Israelites 
were commanded by God to destroy the inhabitants of the land 
they were to possess so that they would not follow their “detestable 
practices.” Outside influences can have a drastic effect in our lives. 
This is why the Christian should be rooted in God’s Word and 
prayer. The Christian should also repel or avoid outside influences 
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that can cause one to sin. Even over a period of time, these 
temptations can wear a Christian down and cause them sin, 
affecting their relationship with God. That is why God destroyed 
Sodom and Gomorrah. If left unchecked, those cities could have 
influenced Abraham’s nephew, Lot, and cause a great apostasy or 
turning away from God. 

Satan and his subjective spirits can be a source of temptation 
in a person’s life. Satan influenced the Ammonites and people of 
Ashdod to bully the Israelites when they were returning from 
bondage in Babylon. The Israelites were in the process of 
rebuilding Jerusalem and resettling in their homeland after seventy 
years of bondage in Babylon. The Babylonian king Artaxerxes sent 
out an edict that allowed the Israelites to return to their land in 
Israel. The Israelites, under Nehemiah’s guidance, embarked on 
rebuilding the walls of the old city of Jerusalem and the Temple. 
Sanballat was chief among the Ammonites and threatened the 
Israelites during the process of rebuilding. He incited Shemaiah 
who was a shut-in to ask Nehemiah to meet him behind closed 
doors in the Temple (Nehemiah 6:1-13). Even though Nehemiah 
was a priest, it was forbidden for a foreigner like Shemaiah to enter 
the Temple. Yet, Shemaiah tempted Nehemiah to sin by offering to 
meet him there. Nehemiah recognized the plot and refused the 
meeting. Satan is very deceptive and uses precarious methods to 
try to incite us to sin. 

Job was another example of someone who was indirectly 
tempted by Satan. Job was a righteous person with a large family 
and many possessions. Seeing that Job was a righteous man, Satan 
contested God that Job only had faith in him because God had 
blessed him abundantly. God then allowed Satan to take away his 
possessions and all his children. Saddened beyond grief, Job 
refused to curse God but rather said, “Naked I came from my 
mother’s womb, and naked I will depart. The LORD gave and the 
LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised” 
(Job 1:21-22). Job did not sin by blaming God. Satan saw that this 
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temptation to sin against God was unsuccessful, so he requested 
God for permission to take away Job’s health. Despite being sore 
afflicted and in a great deal of pain, Job withstood this temptation 
to sin by saying to his wife, “Shall we accept good from God, and 
not trouble” (Job 2:10)? Again, Job did not sin by blaming God. 
Are we willing to withstand turmoil and the wiles of Satan in our 
lives? Are we willing to continue praying and trusting in God for 
perseverance during temptation, knowing that we are always in his 
providence no matter what the circumstances? 


God Can Intervene When Someone is About to Sin 


Thankfully, God is looking out for us. We must remember that 
we are in the midst of a spiritual battle that for a time, involves both 
Satan and God. However, God is the victor and has the upper hand 
when it comes to temptations. Abraham took his family from the 
Promised Land (later known as Israel) into Egypt because of a 
famine. They lived in a part of Egypt called the Negev. King 
Abimelek was the ruling authority. He saw Sarah, Abraham’s wife, 
and took her for his own wife not realizing that she belonged to 
Abraham. (Abraham was afraid to reveal that she was his wife 
because he feared for his own life before the king.) God intervened 
by revealing to the king in a dream that she was a married woman. 
God spoke to the king in a dream, “Yes, I know you did this with a 
clear conscience, and so I have kept you from sinning against me. 
That is why I did not let you touch her. Now return the man’s wife, 
for his is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you will live” 
(Genesis 20:6-7). Sometimes God deals with us directly, intervening 
when we are about to sin. He also has revealed His will to us 
through His Word. That is why it is important to read God’s Word 
regularly and pray so that we will allow Him to intervene in our 
lives and keep us from sinning. 

In other situations, God can use someone to encourage us not 
to sin. Micah was a prophet God used to speak to the people of 
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Judah and Israel when they were following the sins of Jeroboam. 
Micah 3:8 says, “But as for me, I am filled with power, with the 
Spirit of the LORD, and with justice and might, to declare to Jacob 
his transgression, to Israel his sin” (Micah 3:8). God can speak 
through someone, perhaps a family member or a friend or even a 
stranger, to help us avoid the snare of sin. Outside of fellowship, 
this is perhaps one of the greatest benefits of close relationships. 
Our family members and friends can listen to us and help guide us 
in times of temptation. 


Avoidance of Sin 


The presumption here is that no one wants to sin. That’s a 
presumption I am making since if someone did not care about sin 
then they would not be reading this book. For most of us, we 
received teaching from our parents, teachers or from someone else 
that certain words and behavior are sinful. For these people, what 
is discussed here and in this book is pertinent. For others who have 
not been taught about sin, this book is not only a revelation, but 
teaches them about our sin nature. God even taught Adam and Eve 
to obey his teaching (command) and that it is sinful to eat from the 
tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil in the Garden of Eden 
some 6000 years ago (Genesis 2). Disobeying God is sin. If God 
commanded Adam and Eve not to eat from the tree then shouldn’t 
we seek to avoid disobeying God as well when it comes to His 
written Word? 

A little more recent than that (3000 years ago), King David 
(the second king in Israel) sought God and announced that “I have 
been blameless before him [God] and have kept myself from sin” 
(2 Samuel 22:24). David, even though he had the best intentions of 
not sinning before God, still occasionally sinned (we all do). 
However, God is faithful in that when we are truly sorry to Him 
and ask for forgiveness, our relationship with Him is restored. 
David’s secret in verses four and seven of the same chapter is that 
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he called to God and God heard his voice. One must first have a 
relationship with God before they can expect God to listen. We 
have no other recourse to keep us from sinning except the divine 
intervention of God. We do not possess the ability or power to 
keep ourselves from sin. That is why it is important to have a 
relationship with God so that we can depend on Him. 

We have fallibility and we must realize that there are times 
when we will sin. If it were possible, most of us would like to 
impose a “no sin” rule within ourselves but that is not humanly 
possible. We need God’s divine intervention if we are to minimize 
sin. David wrote in Psalm 19:13, “Keep your servant also from 
willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then I will be blameless, 
innocent of great transgression.” This clearly puts the emphasis on 
the need for God’s assistance. Since it is not humanly possible for 
us to repel sin all the time, we should call upon God to help keep 
us from sinning. Entering into a close relationship with God helps 
this process. 

Another method for avoiding sin is spending regular time 
reading, listening to, and memorizing God’s Word. One of the 
human authors, the apostle John, indicated that he wrote so that we 
would not sin (1 John 2:1). What we expose ourselves to has a way 
of influencing our thoughts and actions. Are we spending enough 
time reading His Word regularly? One might ask, “How much time 
should I spend reading His Word, listening to it, or memorizing 
it?” The practical answer is, “When it begins to shape our thoughts 
and guide how we behave.” God’s Word has a divine way of 
influencing a person in a positive way. The psalmist says, “I have 
hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. .. . 
Direct my footsteps according to your word” (Psalm 119:11, 133). 
Someone who exercises and eats properly usually improves their 
health over time. The same is true with God’s Word: our character 
improves over time as we submit ourselves to God’s Word, as we 
feed on it daily. 
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Listening to the wisdom of others also helps us from sinning. 
Proverbs 1:8 says, “Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction and 
do not forsake your mother’s teaching.” We may not want to 
accept what our godly parents or friends say. We may feel too 
proud to entertain the thoughts and ideas of others. But there is a 
lot at stake. Proverbs 1:19 then says that folly “takes away the life 
of those who get it.” We may not realize that bad decisions do 
affect our lives. When we choose to go our own way, we risk our 
very lives according to verse 19. It would be good for us to culture 
some godly friends and family members; people who we can trust 
when we share something with them in confidence. 

The words we say can help us avoid sin. Ecclesiastes 5:6 says, 
“Do not let your mouth lead you into sin.” How often do we harm 
others by what we say? How many times do we wish we could 
have taken those words back or simply remain silent? We have an 
opportunity to bless others and speak amicably — are we intent on 
doing this? Ephesians 4:19 says, “Do not let any unwholesome talk 
come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building 
others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who 
listen.” Our words can either bless or curse others. We should seek 
to help others with our words and thus avoid sinning. 

Even when we contemplate matters we have an opportunity to 
introduce sin. Psalm 4:4 says, “Tremble and do not sin; when you 
are on your beds, search your hearts and be silent.”” When we have 
those quiet moments our minds can wander and we think about 
many things. Sometimes we think about how we relate to others. 
Peter encouraged believers to “abstain from sinful desires which 
war against your soul” (1 Peter 2:11). We must be careful not to 
harbor any ill feelings or anger towards others in these quiet 
moments. Ill feelings and anger have a way of fomenting in our 
hearts and lead us to actions or words we may say to someone 
later. At any rate, they cause a break in our relationship with 
others, even if it is subconsciously. This parallels our relationship 
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with God. We must not harbor any ill feelings towards others since 
this sin inhibits our relationship with God. 

Another avoidance technique is to avoid sharing in the sins of 
others (1 Timothy 5:22). Sometimes temptations to sin can come 
from within ourselves. But sometimes they can come from others. 
The temptation to join in with others is so easy because it involves 
peer pressure. We want to please or maintain our relationships with 
others so we are apt to agree with them. Sometimes, out of love, 
we may have to disagree with them. This takes character on our 
part and involves integrity. Just because others are doing 
something doesn’t mean we have to. Social media can play a large 
role in this. There are numerous viewpoints out there that can 
either peak our interest or run counter to our beliefs. When they 
run counter to our beliefs they can inflame our desire to respond. 
We may become infuriated with what others have said. And this 
infuriation may cause us to respond sharply. This type of practice 
can divide our relationship with others and teaches us the art of 
division rather than reconciliation. 

In sports there is this phrase, “The best defense is a good 
offense.” If we are focused on truly loving others then we are less 
apt to sin. Peter later said, “Above all, love each other deeply, 
because love covers over a multitude of sins” (1 Peter 4:8). The 
Greek word for “deeply” means stretched to the limit. Do you 
recall in any of your relationships with your friends that you would 
do anything for them, and when they accidentally do something 
wrong to you, you are quick to dismiss it? This is the kind of love 
Peter is talking about — only applying it to all of our acquaintances. 
If this is our attitude in all of our relationships, then it would be 
difficult to sin against someone else. 


Consequences of Sin 


The consequences of sin are very serious. This is because our 
sins have separated us from God (Isaiah 59:2), and as such, it has 
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left us defenseless (sin blocks God from listening to our prayers — 
Psalm 66:18). When we sin we step outside of the protective 
boundaries of God and are susceptible not only to temptations, but 
also to the subsequent consequences for our sin. If we reflect on 
our own lives and the lives of others, we can see where after years 
or decades of being outside of the protective shield of God we 
actually acquire adverse situations or lifestyles — some of which we 
are not proud to accept. This section identifies some of the 
consequences that biblical characters endured centuries ago. May 
we learn from them. 

There is corporate sin (both for Israel and for Judah — the 
Northern Kingdom and the Southern Kingdom, respectively) and 
there is individual sin. Corporate sin is that sin which is committed 
by a nation or a country. It usually refers to the moral condition of 
the nation. Over a period of years, a nation collectively determines 
how it responds to God’s Word. For example, in the United States, 
the Supreme Court made a decision in the case of Roe vs. Wade to 
allow fetal abortions. However, this is in violation of one of the 
Ten Commandments in Exodus 20:13: “You shall not murder.” 
This decision over the last 50 years has resulted in millions of 
abortions. We as a country have become desensitized to this sin 
and it has caused us to drift further away from God’s Word and the 
blessings that come from having a relationship with God. 

Individual sin, on the other hand, is committed on a personal 
basis. Each person is responsible for their own sin. We know that 
each soul will be responsible for their own sin at God’s judgment 
seat in Revelation 20:11. We will not be able to blame our own sin 
on anyone else. We alone will answer for it. We all have an 
opportunity to confess our sin to God, change our ways, and ask 
God to forgive us according to Christ’s sacrifice for our sin. When 
we take this course of action, we assure ourselves that our names 
will be written in the Book of Life (Revelation 20:15) and we will 
be accepted by God at His judgment seat, not based on our works, 
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but on Christ’s sacrifice for our sins. We will be accepted into 
heaven. 

In the story from Joshua 7, Joshua sent a small army to fight 
against the small village of Ai. But the men from Ai routed them. 
Joshua was filled with grief and prayed to God. God responded by 
telling Joshua that “There are devoted things among you, Israel. 
You cannot stand against your enemies until you remove them” 
(Joshua 7:13). Upon further investigation, it was found that Achan 
stole some gold, silver, and a robe from a previous raid. This 
violated God’s commandment in Exodus 20 where God said, ““You 
shall not make for yourself an image . . . You shall not bow down 
to them or worship them.” (Exodus 20:4-5). The culture in that day 
for the heathen nations was to worship figurines and articles made 
from pure metal. This was in direct violation of God’s 
commandment. What’s more, a person can give possessions a 
higher place in their heart than God. Under these circumstances, 
people were more apt to worship the possessions more than they 
would God. Violating God’s commandment removes his blessings 
from us. Isaiah 59:2 says that are sins have separated us from God. 
When we are in direct violation of God’s Word, we should realize 
that that separation implies that we will not receive His blessings. 
Also, it leaves us vulnerable to other sins. In effect, it has a 
compounding effect where we can slide further into sin and further 
away from God. To further exacerbate the issue, we have a 
tendency of not learning from our lessons. Much later on, King 
Jeroboam of Israel had statues set up in Bethel and Dan and 
enticed Israel to worship these statues (1 Kings 12). This 
enticement not only caused hardship for Israel, but it set an 
unwanted precedent for future kings. That is why God’s Word 
records the numerous line of kings who were held responsible for 
the “sins of Jeroboam.” Failure to recognize God as the Supreme 
Being in our hearts will likely result in the removal of his grace 
and protection. We then become vulnerable to hardship and the 
subtle influences of Satan. 
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Israel also found separation from God when at Shittim, the 
men indulged in immoral sexual activity and the worship of 
heathen gods. This became known as the time when Israel became 
yoked to the “Baal of Peor” (Numbers 25:1-3). Baal is an ancient 
Babylonian term for any number of gods. Peor is the mountain 
peak where the Moabite king, Balak, attempted to entice the 
prophet Balaam to curse the Israelites. The Israelites were taking 
the land that God had promised them. The Moabites saw the 
encroaching Israelites with dread and called upon their false gods 
to repel the approaching Israelites. The phrase “Baal of Peor” was 
successively used whenever the prophets in Israel accused the 
nation of leaning towards false gods and falling into sin. One 
example is when a contingent of Israelites went to the outlying 
tribes in Gilead to hold them accountable by saying, 


How could you break faith with the God of Israel like this? How 
could you turn away from the LORD and build yourselves an altar 
in rebellion against him now? Was not the sin of Peor enough for 
us? Up to this very day we have not cleansed ourselves from that 
sin, even though a plague fell on the community of the LORD! And 
are you now turning away from the LORD? (Joshua 22:16) 


Any type of object or activity (a.k.a. false gods) that denigrates 
God or promotes itself above God will incur significant 
consequences. Since God is omnipresent (everywhere), this will 
not go unnoticed. Jeremiah recorded these words to the people of 
Judah: 


My eyes are on all their ways; they are not hidden from me, nor is 
their sin concealed from my eyes. I will pay them double for their 
wickedness and their sin, because they have defiled my land with 
the lifeless forms of their vile images and have filled my inheritance 
with their detestable idols (Jeremiah 16:17-18). 
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God provided a command to us: “Love the LORD your God 
with all your heartandwith all yoursoulandwith all 
your strength” (Deuteronomy 6:5). As part of honoring God, the 
Israelites were required to celebrate the Passover each year 
(Numbers 9:1-3).'* If an Israelite failed to do so and did not have a 
valid excuse (either ceremonially unclean or out of town), they 
were to be cut off from their own people as a consequence 
(Numbers 9:13). This command was given to the nation of Israel 
over 3600 years ago when God instituted tabernacle and then 
Temple worship. But what does it mean for you and me today? 
How can we learn to honor God and love Him with all of our souls 
and all of our strength? God expects us to revere His Word, to read 
it and to study it. He expects us to obey what is recorded in His 
Word. Only then will we not only honor Him, but it will show our 
faithfulness. It satisfies our part in our relationship with Him. The 
expectation for all of us is to honor God for all He is and all He 
does. 

When we grumble against God, we are not on the recipient 
end of His grace because our relationship with Him is marred by 
sin. It is similar to when we have offended a spouse or a friend. We 
notice a barrier in our relationship with them (unless they say 
something or we realize it and then confess it to them). Matthew 
18:15 tells us to resolve the conflict just between ourselves and the 
person we offended (or are offended by). The Israelites discovered 
this after they left Egypt and were preparing to enter the land God 
promised them (Numbers 13, 14). They saw the inhabitants of the 
land and feared them. They grumbled and rebelled against God and 
Moses. This resulted in a barrier in their relationship with God. 
Unfortunately, even though they were told that they offended God 


‘4 The Passover celebrates God’s deliverance of the Israelites after 400 
years of bondage in Egypt. By spreading the blood of a lamb on their 
doorposts, the Israelites escaped the angel of death when it passed over the 
land. Every firstborn in Egypt was killed by this angel, except those 
households that had the blood on their doorposts. 
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by Moses, they did not feel any remorse about their sin before God. 
There are consequences in our relationships with others when there 
is unconfessed sin. Likewise, the unconfessed sin on the part of the 
Israelites resulted in suffering or a removal of God’s graces 
(Numbers 14:34; Hebrews 3:16-19). 

When we do not call out sin in our family, this too is sin itself. 
The priest Eli, had two sons who were priests. Yet God’s Word 
said they were “scoundrels” and “had no regard for the LORD” (1 
Samuel 2:12). They would cheat God by taking the best meat for 
the sacrifices for themselves instead of offering the best to God. 
They also slept with the women who were serving at the entrance 
to the tent of meeting. Eli failed to discipline them, and therefore, 
incurred sin upon himself. God’s judgment, in order to preserve the 
nation of Israel because they were priestly leaders, was to cut off 
his family (1 Samuel 3:14). This occurred subsequently in a battle 
with the Philistines when Eli’s sons, Hophni and Phinehas died. 
The elderly Eli later died when he fell from his chair upon hearing 
the news about his sons. God was preserving the nation of Israel. 
Sin has a way of degrading not only a person, but also a nation. It 
spreads like a cancer and will ruin an entire nation if not held in 
check. That is why God prophesied through Ezekiel that there 
would be loss of life for sin amongst the invading Babylonians — 
again to protect the nation (Ezekiel 7:13; 18:4, 17-18, 20-21, 24, 
26; 24:23). Those fugitives who escaped the invasion would mourn 
and confess their sin (Ezekiel 7:16, 19; Psalm 79:8-9). Even after 
God later restored Israel because of His promise to her, the 
Israelites would then “loathe” themselves for their sins and 
detestable practices (Ezekiel 36:31). Addressing sin by advising 
those we love is an important principle in our lives. The apostle 
James encouraged the Jewish believers with these words, “My 
brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the truth and 
someone should bring that person back, remember this: Whoever 
turns a sinner from the error of their way will save them from death 
and cover over a multitude of sins” (James 5:19-20). 
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Rebellion against God indicates a break in our relationship 
with Him. Korah and those associated with him were swallowed by 
the earth for their rebellion against Moses and the commands of the 
LORD (Numbers 16:1-38). This death was necessary because the 
rebellion caused a split amongst the Israelites, and in order to 
preserve the people, God had to step in. When we are determined 
to live our own way instead of submitting to God’s ways, we are 
“heaping sin upon sin” (Isaiah 30:1). The Israelites found this out 
when they were under siege by Assyria and decided to go down to 
Egypt. The Egyptian Pharaoh did not provide any solace for them. 
This is because they consulted with Pharaoh instead of God. 
Choosing to do things our own way instead of following God’s 
Word can lead to serious ramifications. Are we regularly reading 
God’s Word, adhering to it, and in regular prayer with Him? If so, 
our paths in terms of our personal and work relationships will go 
well. Psalm 119:105 tells us, “Your [God’s] word is a lamp for my 
feet, a light on my path.” 

The consequences of sin can be beyond our control and things 
can get out of hand rather quickly. Baasha, from the tribe of 
Issachar, plotted against King Nadab of Israel (son of Jeroboam). 
He killed King Nadab and his father Jeroboam’s entire family. 1 
Kings 15:30 records that this happened because of the sins 
committed by Jeroboam in leading the Israelites to worship false 
gods (this is just one incident of the consequences of Jeroboam’s 
sins). When God’s hand is removed, all kinds of treachery and evil 
can occur. Whether we realize it or not, God’s Spirit restrains the 
evil in this world, and when His hand is lifted, all sorts of evil can 
happen. Interesting enough, Zimri then killed the family of Baasha 
and assumed kingship. This too was attributed to the sins of 
Jeroboam (1 Kings 16:13). If sin is unchecked, it can spread to 
successive generations continuing its cancerous effect. God spoke 
of this danger when He issued the Ten Commandments 
(Deuteronomy 5). When God instructed that an image shall not be 
made in the form of anything, He also advised that this sin can pass 
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down to the third and fourth generations (verse 9). This speaks well 
to us about our own families. Are we leading a life of obedience to 
God’s Word so that our children see it? Our own integrity is not 
only important to ourselves, but it is important for our children. 
Many times they watch what we do rather than what we say. 

When the Israelites learned that Zimri had murdered Baasha, 
they took Omri and made him king to overthrow Zimri. Zimri then 
committed suicide in the royal palace (1 Kings 16:15-20). Zimri 
also followed in the ways (sins) of Jeroboam in enticing Israel to 
worship false gods. Eventually, the sinful nature of Israel resulted 
in the Assyrian invasion and deportation of the northern kingdom 
of Israel into Assyria in 722 B.C. God prophesied this through the 
prophet Isaiah, “Yet you have not called on me, Jacob, you have 
not wearied yourselves for me, Israel. . . . So I disgraced the 
dignitaries of your temple; I consigned Jacob to destruction and 
Israel to scorn” (Isaiah 43:22, 28). There are numerous references 
by the prophets concerning Israel being sold into slavery because 
of her sin (Isaiah 50:1; Jeremiah 5:25; 13:22; 15:13; 17:3; 30:14- 
15; 40:3; 44:23; Hosea 9:15; 10:10). Israel had to learn the hard 
way that putting other entities before God leads to bad things. 
Worshipping other gods (or the lack of worshipping the true God) 
removes God’s graces. How could God pour out his grace and 
protection on Israel when she would not pay attention to Him? Do 
we expect God to pour out his graces on us if we are not paying 
attention to Him? 

Later on, King Ahab of Israel plotted against a righteous 
countryman named Naboth to take his vineyard. It was a beautiful 
vineyard next to the king’s property. The king had scoundrels 
falsely accuse Naboth so that a death sentence would be 
pronounced on him. Because of this sin, God spoke through Elijah 
the prophet telling Ahab that his descendants would be wiped out. 
This is not the perception of a judgmental God as some would 
think. God has simply prophesied here that evil forces will wipe 
out Ahab’s descendants because God’s hand has been removed. 
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Recall from Isaiah 59:2 that our sins separate us from God. So 
once Ahab committed this unrepentant atrocity, God’s seal of 
protection was removed and Ahab’s family became vulnerable. 
Parents have a very important responsibility in setting a good 
example to their children. This includes the aspect of morality as 
well as faith and obedience to God. Children are very perceptive. 
They can identify the true nature of their parents over the years and 
determine whether or not they are abiding by God’s principles. If 
they are not, then the children may enter into a lifestyle that is not 
pleasing to God, since this is what they were exposed to by their 
parents. 

Judah, the southern kingdom in Israel, had problems as well. 
King Manasseh caused the people of Judah to sin. He had the 
following atrocities performed (2 Kings 21:1-6): (1) he rebuilt the 
high places of worship that his father Hezekiah had destroyed, (2) 
he erected altars to Baal (false god) and an Asherah pole, (3) he 
bowed down to the starry hosts and worshipped them, (4) he built 
altars (to foreign gods) in the temple of the LORD, (5) he 
sacrificed his own son in the fire, (6) he practiced divination, (7) he 
sought omens, and (8) he consulted mediums and spiritists. These 
sins certainly separated the nation of Judah from God. God’s grace 
was removed from Judah, and according to Ezekiel 4:16-17, the 
water supply became scarce. Eventually, in 586 B.C. the nation of 
Judah was taken into exile by King Nebuchadnezzar to the land of 
Babylon. The sinful ways of a leader are manifest among the 
people. Each person has an accountability to God, but every nation 
is accountable to Him as well, and the leaders are responsible for 
this. The Israelites were warned about this by the prophet 
Zephaniah. The destruction of Judah by King Nebuchadnezzar and 
the Babylonians was so grievous that Zephaniah recorded these 
words: 


The great day of the LORD is near — near and coming quickly. The 
cry on the day of the LORD is bitter; the Mighty Warrior shouts his 
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battle cry. That day will be a day of wrath — a day of distress and 
anguish, a day of trouble and ruin, a day of darkness and gloom, a 
day of clouds and blackness — a day of trumpet and battle cry 
against the fortified cities and against the corner towers. ‘I will 
bring such distress on all people that they will grope about like 
those who are blind, because they have sinned against the LORD’ 
(Zephaniah 1:14-17). 


When God’s grace is removed from us, it leaves us vulnerable to 
all sorts of problems. The problem for Judah is that the kingdom of 
Babylon became a superpower in the late 7" century B.C. The 
Babylonians conquered Assyria, Egypt, and then Judah in 586 B.C. 
Some of the inhabitants were deported to Babylon and treated well, 
principally because they honored the prophecy of God through the 
prophet Jeremiah. But those who fled to Egypt were destroyed by 
the sword, while those that remained in the southern kingdom were 
subject to poor conditions and famine as they served the suzerainty 
of Babylon. 

God prophesied the following words through the prophet 
Jeremiah to the Israelites: “My mountain in the land and your 
wealth and all your treasures I will give away as plunder, together 
with your high places, because of sin throughout your country” 
(Jeremiah 17:3). God had these words recorded because he regards 
the sins of nations just as abhorrent as the sins of individuals. Not 
only are we held accountable for our sins, but our countries are as 
well. When a nation turns away from God and falls into apostasy, 
it risks the loss of God’s blessings and exposes itself to all sorts of 
problems. That is because Satan is lurking around causing 
problems. Once God’s finger of protection is removed, Satan then 
has the opportunity to afflict both individuals and countries. 
Further accounts of the sins of Israel and Judah can be found in the 
following verses: Lamentations 1:5, 8, 14, 22; 2:14; 4:13, 22; 5:7, 
16; Ezekiel 9:9; 39:23; Micah 1:3-6; 14:6-11; 16:51-52; Hosea 4:7- 
9; 5:4-6; 7; 9; 10; 12; 13:1-3, 12; Amos 2:4-16; 4:4-13; 9:10; and 
Micah 1:13-16; 6:13; 7:9. In fact, the book of Amos goes so far as 
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to record the consequences of sin for other people and nations such 
as Damascus (Amos 1:3-5), the Philistines (Amos 1:6-15), and 
Moab (Amos 2:1-3). 

Opening up oneself to destruction or lack of protection from 
God can occur for any country. The prophet Ezekiel proclaimed 
that any country that sins against God by being unfaithful will lack 
His protection (Ezekiel 14:12-23). How can we expect blessings 
from God if we are not depending on Him? That is what a 
covenant relationship is. If we are faithful to Him, then He will be 
faithful to us. I can recall a time when I was extremely burdened as 
an undergraduate student. I was in a big city attending a large 
university, taking what seemed like an enormous course load with 
few if any friends. I did something unusual — I spent some time 
sitting in the university chapel calling upon God. The only thing is, 
there was no one answering back and I did not get the impression 
that God was speaking to me. The reason why I did not get a 
response or any assurance from Him is that I was not faithful to 
Him in my daily life. I did not confess my sins and put my trust in 
Him and I did not build a relationship with Him by regular reading 
and study of His Word. This is something I realized five years later 
after I did turn my life over to Christ, as aided by a friend in the 
military. 

The lack of God’s protection can affect crops, physical health, 
safety (from both animals and enemies), and wealth (Leviticus 
26:18-39). It is true that people who do not believe God and have 
unconfessed sin can still have these things, but it is a risky venture. 
Our sins will eventually find us out and then we will be subject to 
the just consequences either at an individual or corporate (national) 
level. 

Regarding health, Psalm 38:3 says that “there is no soundness 
in my bones because of my sin” and then in verse 5: “My wounds 
fester and are loathsome because of my sinful folly.” We hear 
many times that our health is a byproduct of three things: food, 
sleep, and exercise. It is true that what we eat, how much we sleep, 
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and how much and what type of exercise we get are all important. 
However, there is a spiritual component to our health as well. We 
notice from these two verses that health is directly affected by sin. 
That is, how we conduct ourselves in reference to God’s Word has 
a direct effect on our health. When we have separation from God 
because of our sin, our health is susceptible to all kinds of 
illnesses. 

In addition to our health, our relationship with God and His 
Word can affect our finances. God does not provide financial 
support to those who have unconfessed sin. Sure, there are some 
who do not know God but are financial moguls, but when it comes 
to need, God’s divine aid is dependent on one’s relationship to God 
and His Word. Solomon wrote that, “To the person who pleases 
him, God gives wisdom, knowledge and happiness, but to the 
sinner he gives the task of gathering and storing up wealth to hand 
it over to the one who pleases God” (Ecclesiastes 2:26). It may 
appear that those who sin remain wealthy and prosperous, but this 
is only temporary. Eventually, as God’s timing comes to pass, the 
wealth of the sinner is passed on to those who are trusting in God. 

Because of the sin Adam and Eve committed by disobeying 
God in the Garden of Eden, God told them, “By the sweat of your 
brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since 
from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will 
return” (Genesis 3:19). We too have inherited that sin. We toil and 
work for a living. The interesting thing about the Garden of Eden is 
that work was not a necessity for living. All of Adam and Eve’s 
physical needs were provided for in the Garden. However, after sin 
entered into the world, everyone has to work for a living in order to 
meet their physical needs and that of their family. This verse also 
references a human being returning to dust. No matter what we 
have done or whether or not we believe in Jesus Christ, all our 
physical bodies age and eventually die (with our souls then passing 
from this world). This was not so initially in the Garden of Eden 
either. Adam and Eve were destined to live physically forever in a 
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blissful state and in communication with God. However, the act of 
sin nullified the perpetual state of their physical bodies. A key 
point here is that a person’s soul does not age and die, but lives 
forever. That is why it is so important to reflect on our relationship 
with God, confess our sins, ask Him for forgiveness, and trust in 
Him. It is important that our relationship with Him is right before 
our soul passes from this world so that our soul passes into the 
presence of God (as opposed to eternal separation from God). 

Perhaps one of the most disheartening effects of sin is that it 
ensnares us. When we subject ourselves to it rather than confessing 
it to God, it engulfs us. That is why many people have addictions 
in some areas such as sex, pornography, drugs, and other bad 
habits (bad with reference to God’s Word). One could try to cast 
off these addictions to biochemical interactions or psychological 
disorders. But the fact is, sin traps an individual. The person may 
feel “stuck” without any recourse or escape. Proverbs 5:22 puts it 
this way: “The evil deeds of the wicked ensnare them; the cords of 
their sins hold them fast.” Even what we say can be an entrapment: 
“Evildoers are trapped by their sinful talk” (Proverbs 12:13; see 
also Proverbs 29:6, 16). The apostle John put it this way, 
“Everyone who sins is a slave to sin” (John 8:34). Sin is a 
perpetual cancer that lurks within each of us. One may try to find 
relief but the relief or method of escape returns them to the same 
bad habits that ensnared them to begin with (“. . . wickedness 
overthrows the sinner” — Proverbs 13:6). There is no recourse from 
this end state except for repentance (this is discussed in Chapter 4 
FORGIVENESS OF SIN). 

Punishment or discipline is part of God’s plan. This is 
synonymous with the discipline that a parent affords a child. The 
purpose of discipline is to correct the child when it does something 
wrong. The intention of a parent is to correct a child’s ways so that 
they will conduct their lives properly in a moral and ethical 
fashion. God views us in a similar way. When we stray from His 
Word, He affords an opportunity to correct us by getting our 
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attention. When a parent disciplines a child, it is done out of love — 
especially a love that wants the child to live correctly. God loves us 
so much that He wants us to live correctly too, and thereby further 
our relationship with Him. God said in Psalm 89:32 that he will 
punish sinners with the rod. This is figurative, since God can 
actually use circumstances to get our attention regarding sin. But it 
is for our benefit. If we sin, then we lose out on God’s protection 
and fall vulnerable to temptations and sinful habits. If sin is left 
unchecked, however, it will result in eternal separation from God. 
This is intuitive since we already know that sin separates us from 
God (Isaiah 59:2). But if left unchecked, that separation becomes 
eternal. 

We know that our physical bodies are mortal. However, our 
souls are immortal and live on for eternity. This is important 
because our souls will either live on eternally in the presence of 
God or in the absence of God. So the effect of sin on our souls is 
absolutely critical. Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 15:56 that “The 
sting of death is sin.” He later wrote to the Ephesians: “As for you, 
you were dead in your transgressions and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). 
And Psalm 37:38 says that “. . . all sinners will be destroyed; there 
will be no future for the wicked.” This is perhaps the most 
destructive portion of sin — the eternal damnation of the soul. This 
will be discussed in more detail in Chapter 2 THE ETERNAL 
RAMIFICATION OF SIN. 


Confession 


Sin and its consequences must first be recognized before 
moving to confession. The recognition of sin is a very serious step 
and is often a roadblock for many people. I have met two people in 
my life that asserted that they have never sinned. Even though I 
think both of them are wonderful people, there is a time when they 
like all of us will fall short of God’s Word and offend Him. The 
issue here is that neither person respected God’s Word. So how 
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could they offend Him? Even Satan recognizes sin, but he did not 
recognize it seriously enough before turning against God. Are we 
convicted by our sin? Are we ashamed enough to do something 
about it? If so, then the next step is confession. Confession starts 
by accepting responsibility for a thought or action that offended 
either God or someone else. It is a humbling opportunity to realize 
our humanity and imperfections. However, confession is an 
important step in the restoration process. Sin causes a break in our 
relationship with God or someone else. Confessing our sin brings it 
to the forefront between ourselves and God or the other person. If 
we are really sorry then God or the other person has an obligation 
to forgive us (Luke 17:3). 

For the nation of Israel, God offered a restoration of the 
covenant He made with them! in return for their confession. He 
said, “If they will confess their sins . . . I will remember my 
covenant” (Leviticus 26:40-42). God’s relationship with Israel has 
always been conditional. You can’t get something for nothing. If 
Israel would be forward about their sin and confess it to God, then 
God would restore His relationship to them. This is a character trait 
of God. The apostle John much later wrote, “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us 
from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Confession is a necessary 
part of our relationship with God (and with other people). 
However, confession requires humility. It requires us to admit that 
we were wrong. It goes against our pride and ego. Our response 
might be, “What will others think if I accept a humble attitude 
when it comes to dealing with God and others?” Pride is a critical 
trait for all people. With pride, we have some value in our 
relationships with others. However, that pride can prevent us from 
confessing when we are in the wrong. We have to strike a balance 


'S God made a covenant with Israel that He would be their God and they 
would be His people. He signified this in Genesis 15:18 by giving them the 
land which is now today modern Israel. 
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and recognize that God and others are more important than 
ourselves (Philippians 2:3). 

As the people of Israel left Egypt and journeyed toward the 
land God promised them, they encamped in the Sinai Peninsula. 
Moses was the leader of the people at the time. The trek was 
arduous and the living conditions were uncomfortable. At one 
point, Aaron and Miriam became proud and spoke against Moses 
(Numbers 12). This is another aspect of pride. Aaron and Miriam 
(and no doubt many other Israelites) thought that they knew a 
better way to lead the Israelites during difficult times. Many times 
we encounter people who revolt against the established authorities 
because they think they know a better way. We may have some 
good suggestions, but this does not mean that we should revolt. 
God defended Moses and immediately afflicted Miriam with 
leprosy. After Aaron confessed their sin to both Moses and God, 
Moses prayed that God would lift the leprosy from her, and it was 
so. This was an act of discipline on the part of God, because if this 
pride was unchecked then it would spread throughout Israel and 
threaten the sovereignty of the young state. 

You would think that the nation of Israel would learn her 
lesson, but several chapters later, the people became impatient and 
complained against God and Moses: “Why have you brought us up 
out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? There is no bread! There is 
no water! And we detest this miserable food!” (Numbers 21:5). 
Sometimes we can become impatient with our daily lives. At the 
time of this writing, the world is enduring the Covid-19 plague. 
The impact of this virus affects every person on the face of the 
earth. For those who are not infected, their daily lives are uprooted 
because of stay-at-home orders or public mitigation practices such 
as social-distancing and the wearing of masks. Many people are 
out of work and business owners are concerned about their 
businesses. People who are able to work are impatient about the 
stay-at-home orders. Lines are forming at supermarkets so that 
only a certain number of people can enter the store. All of these 
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mitigation techniques and many more are causing a great angst and 
people are becoming impatient. Unfortunately, many people have 
become sick and a significant number have died. These times have 
a way of testing our faith. We cry out to God or to others about our 
misfortune. But God has given us the faith we need to trust and rest 
in Him. In the case of the nation of Israel, God caused venomous 
snakes to bite the people, and many died. When the people 
recognized the plague and their sin, they confessed their sin before 
God and Moses. God directed Moses to make a bronze snake and 
put it on a pole. Whenever a person was bitten by a snake, they 
could look at the bronze serpent and be healed. Are we ready as 
individuals and a nation to humble ourselves and confess our sin to 
God? 

When we have sinned against God or disobeyed His Word, He 
usually gets our attention to let us know we are in error. The ruler 
Balak asked the prophet Balaam to come and put a curse on the 
Israelites (Numbers 22). Balaam was reluctant at first but 
endeavored to visit Balak. God sought to thwart Balaam’s attempt 
by preventing his donkey from moving. When Balaam finally beat 
the donkey, it miraculously opened its mouth and complained 
about the beating. God then opened Balaam’s eyes and he saw an 
angel with a sword drawn in front of him. Balaam confessed his sin 
about being forward and willing to see Balak who had ill intentions 
for the Israelites. Balaam confessed his sin and had a change of 
heart about making the trip. The angel relented and provided 
Balaam with further instructions. Sometimes we do not have clear 
direction about what we are doing. Our intentions are good, but we 
may not have the right course according to God’s Word. If we have 
a habit of seeking God, He usually intervenes to correct us. He 
does not speak audibly to inform us of the change in plans. Rather, 
He naturally changes them through other people or circumstances. 
We may not perceive these changes as from God. In fact, they may 
appear to be distractions and we often take umbrage against the 
circumstance or the person(s) behind it. When things are not going 
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our way, it is good to pray about the situation and humble 
ourselves before God. We should ask Him to show us what we 
should be doing and to show us whether He directed others and 
circumstances we are in to guide us. The Christian should always 
be humble, because like Balaam, we can be certain that God is 
involved in the changes in our lives. 

In yet another story, the Israelites were approaching the land 
God promised them (Deuteronomy 1). Even though the spies 
brought back a positive report, the Israelites were fearful about 
entering the land because of the size of the Amorites who lived 
there. Because of their lack of trust, God informed them that their 
generation would not enter it, except for the courageous leader 
Joshua. The Israelites did confess their sin and God looked after 
them while they continued to reside in the Sinai Peninsula until the 
time at which the next generation entered the Promised Land. 
Herein lies an important point. God expects us to trust Him rather 
than someone or something else or even ourselves. God is 
omnipotent (all-powerful) and has demonstrated His love for us in 
not only meeting all our physical needs, but also our spiritual needs 
(Christ dying on the cross for our sins). He is all we need in this 
life and for eternity. There is no need for us not to trust Him. 
Proverbs 3:5-6 says “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and 
lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to 
him, and he will make your paths straight.” The Hebrew word for 
“submit” is yada which means to know. We should trust Him, 
otherwise it is sin. 

As the Israelites approached the land God promised them, they 
came across the city of Jericho. It was a walled city, protected on 
all sides. God delivered the city into the hands of the Israelites by 
causing the walls to tumble. However, God warned the Israelites 
not to take any of the “devoted things” (Joshua 6:18) else it would 
cause destruction among the Israelites. These were idols, small 
objects fashioned out of silver or gold. Neighboring people used 
these idols as part of their pagan worship of false gods. The objects 


57 


PAUL LAGASSE 


were beautiful indeed, and worth a lot of money. God objected to 
this kind of behavior because it placed these objects and the false 
gods above Him. God is a jealous God and He will not give His 
glory to anyone or anything else. Achan sinned by taking some of 
the idols and hiding them in his tent. When Israel attempted to 
conquer the surrounding area, they were soundly defeated. Joshua 
then interrogated the various families and Achan finally admitted 
his sin. It did not turn out well for Achan, however, because God 
had to remove the effects of this sin before it got out of control and 
caused moral and spiritual destruction in the nation. Achan lost his 
life as a result. Are we placing any objects, activities, or behavior 
above God? Do we make Him a priority in our lives, not to be 
given up for something or someone else? 

Confessing sin can be corporate among a group of people or it 
could be private within an individual. The Israelites found this out 
yet again when they served the Baals, the Ashtoreths, the gods of 
Aram, the gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the 
Ammonites, and the gods of the Philistines (Judges 10). Israel 
gradually adopted the practices of the neighboring people in 
worshipping these gods and placing them above the LORD God. 
This is in direct violation of the Ten Commandments in Exodus 20 
where God said that no one shall have any other gods before Him. 
To get Israel’s attention, God allowed these neighboring people to 
take advantage of Israel to the extent that Israel confessed her sin 
and cried out to God. God’s Spirit then came upon Jephthah and he 
led Israel to victory against its enemies. The process of confession 
is repetitive, however, since Israel confessed her sin later during 
the time of the prophet Samuel (1 Samuel 7:6). Not only do nations 
need to regularly confess their sin to God, but individuals need to 
do so as well. 

After Israel was led by prophets, God appointed the nation her 
first king — King Saul. He was a man who sought out God, but as a 
military general he was concerned about the opinions of his own 
men. God directed Israel to attack and totally destroy Agag (1 
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Samuel 15). However, Saul spared Agag and its cattle. Samuel 
later approached Saul with this message: “Does the LORD delight 
in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the LORD? 
To obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed is better than the fat of 
rams” (1 Samuel 15:22; italics mine). Saul then confessed his sin 
to God by addressing Saul, “I have sinned. I violated the LORD’s 
command and your instruction” (1 Samuel 15:24). Our sin nature 
knows no bounds or class of people. Military generals and kings as 
well as the working class are held responsible for their sin. 

Saul’s successor as king, David, had a confession to make. 
Satan incited David to take a census in Israel of all the fighting 
men (1 Chronicles 21:1; 2 Samuel 24:1).'° At that time, taking a 
census of fighting men was sinful because it placed man’s intuition 
above God’s. When we think we know more than anybody else, 
our pride steps in. Pride runs counter with God because a person 
thinks they know how to think or what to do, without respect for 
God’s Word. In effect, our pride places ourselves “‘above” God, 
and this is why it is sinful. God said that we are to have no other 
gods before Him (Exodus 20:3), and that is exactly what pride 
does. Israel usually trusted God for her defense, and the number of 
warriors to defend it. By taking a census, David broke that trust. 
Later, David was ashamed of what he did and confessed, “I have 
sinned greatly in what I have done. Now, LORD, I beg you, take 
away the guilt of your servant. I have done a very foolish thing” (2 
Samuel 13:10). 

Unfortunately, we are capable of sinning more than once. 
David later experienced this (after committing sin regarding the 
census) when he committed adultery with Bathsheba (Psalm 51). 
The prophet Nathan, as moved by God, informed David of his sin. 
David was humbled by his action and then wrote: 


‘6 There are three causes or instigators that can cause a person to sin: (1) 
Satan — the heavenly being who broke fellowship by disobeying God, (2) 
the world’s belief system and customs, and (3) our own imperfect desires — 
commonly referred to in the New Testament as the “flesh.” 
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Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. For I know 
my transgressions and my sin is ever before me. Against you, and 
you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you 
are right in your verdict and justified when you judge. . .. Hide your 
face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity (Psalm 51:2-9). 


Even though David had his faults like the rest of us, he was humble 
enough to realize his sin and confess it to God. Confession 
involves: (1) a recognition that something we did or said is wrong 
according to God’s Word, and (2) a humbling of ourselves before 
God with confession realizing that we have wronged Him (and 
perhaps others). David later wrote about this experience: “I 
acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. .. . 
I will confess my transgressions to the LORD” (Psalm 32:5). God 
also gives us the tool of shame to help our conscience identify 
when we sin. Shame accompanied this process as David also 
wrote, “I confess my iniquity; I am troubled by my sin” (Psalm 
38:18). Sin should make us uncomfortable. When we are 
uncomfortable we are more apt to do something about it — that is, 
confess it to God. 

David was wise to make the association that sin separates us 
from God (that is, from the blessings of God). He realized that this 
separation could prevent divine healing in times of sickness. Notice 
that I did not say that sickness is caused by sin. (However, a break 
in our relationship with God may prevent God’s grace and healing 
upon our sickness). That is why he wrote, “Blessed are those who 
have regard for the weak. . . . The LORD sustains them on their 
sickbed and restores them from their bed of illness. I [David] said, 
‘Have mercy on me, LORD; heal me, for I have sinned against 
you’” (Psalm 41:1-4). David had the presence of mind to reinstate 
his relationship with God by recognizing any sin he might have 
and dealing with it immediately. Confession has a way of not only 
restoring our relationship with God, but also allows God to bless us 
in time of sickness, in time of need, or just in general. 


60 


THE MESSAGE OF RECONCILIATION 


The prophet Samuel recognized the universal nature of sin. He 
prayed on behalf of Israel and said, “When they [Israel] sin against 
you [God] — for there is no one who does not sin . . . if they turn 
back to you with all their heart . . . forgive your people” (1 Kings 
8:46-50). Samuel recognized the corporate sin that a nation 
encounters (it makes sense since a nation is a group of people who 
are each as individuals, sinners). However, someone must take the 
lead in asking God for forgiveness. It does not happen 
automatically. Notice here that Samuel is taking the lead in coming 
to God for repentance. It is important that a leader make this type 
of prayer before the people so that they understand and can agree. 
This is how a nation is humble before God, can receive God’s 
forgiveness, and can turn from its sin. The nature of sin and the 
subsequent confession that each of us should make, is required of 
every person ever since man and woman were created (Adam and 
Eve in Genesis 3). 

Here are some other examples of corporate sin: 


1. After the Israelites settled in the land God promised 
them,'’ they still forsook the commandments of God. 
The prophet Jeremiah mourned and shared remorse 
over the sin of Israel: “Our sins testify against us .. . 
we have often rebelled; we have sinned against you 
[God]” (Jeremiah 14:7). 

2. The prophet Daniel later proclaimed the following 


after the Babylonians conquered Judah: “Lord . . . we 
have sinned and done wrong . . . we have turned away 
from your commands . . . we have not listened . . . we 


are covered with shame” (Daniel 9:4-7). 


'7 God gave a promise to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-7 that he would be the 
father of a great nation. 
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As the people of Israel settled in the land God promised them, 
they were tempted to sin by the surrounding people after 
intermarrying with them (Ezra 9; Nehemiah 1:6-7; 9, 10). These 
neighboring people conducted “detestable practices,’ which if 
practiced by the people of Israel, would certainly turn them away 
from God. Idol worship was very popular in ancient Middle East. 
The people had objects forged using silver or gold into the shape of 
animals to represent what they thought were deities or gods. This is 
in clear violation of Exodus 20:3 where God said, ‘““You shall have 
no other gods before me.” Even today, people are placing objects 
or practices before God. They inadvertently treat certain things or 
practices as more important than God. It might be money or cars or 
relationships or even position. We are to treat God as the number 
one priority in our lives. If we are not abiding by this, then we are 
guilty of sin according to Exodus 20:3 as noted above. Getting 
back to the people of Israel, Ezra the prophet and priest interceded 
by praying to God on behalf of the people: “I am too ashamed and 
disgraced, my God, to lift up my face to you, because [of] our sins 

. we have forsaken the commands you gave” (Ezra 9:6, 10). 
Both the people and the leaders shared in this grief. Because of the 
intermarriages between the Israelites and the neighboring nations, 
each couple stood before the elders and judges of each town to 
determine if their marriage should be annulled. In this way, the 
people repented of their sin and reestablished their relationship 
with God. The priest, Asaph, also recorded the sins of Israel in 
Psalm 106:34-46. Asaph prayed and confessed on behalf of Israel 
before God: “We have sinned, even as our ancestors did; we have 
done wrong and acted wickedly” (Psalm 106:6). This should be a 
warning to us about marriage. We should seek a mate who is also 
trusting in God and His Word as the number one priority in their 
life. Over the course of time in a marriage, one spouse will 
gradually be influenced by the other. Therefore, whatever beliefs 
and practices one spouse has will influence the other. 
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Being remorseful is a key component regarding the nature 
of sin. We must have a sense of guilt when it comes to sin, 
otherwise, we will simply ignore what effect it has on us. How 
does a person arrive at a sense of guilt? How can we incorporate it 
in our lives? Humility is required for one to admit their mistake 
and sense some distress over their guilt. Jesus told the story in the 
New Testament about a tax collector who was truly sorry from his 
heart. Tax collectors were known to extort money from people and 
were generally dishonest. The tax collector in the book of Luke 
looked to heaven and said, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner” 
(Luke 18:13). It was unusual for a tax collector to humbly consider 
their behavior. They were in a position of exacting money from 
people, yet they were not accountable to anyone. Hence, they had 
no reason to change their behavior. However, this particular tax 
collector was humble. It shows us that no matter what position we 
might have, there is always room for us to humbly confess our sins 
before God. Confessing our sins means to admit that we are wrong. 
This goes against human nature because most of us support our 
own point of view. 

Confessing our sins is a requirement for a person: (1) to 
receive forgiveness from God, (2) to have a relationship with Him, 
(3) to have eternal life, and (4) to receive periodic blessings from 
God. Prior to and during the time of Jesus Christ, John the Baptist 
preached forgiveness for sin and a new start by trusting in Jesus 
Christ. People were confessing their sins so that they could receive 
forgiveness and a new way of life. They signified this change in 
their lives by being baptized in the Jordan River (Matthew 3:1-6). 
Baptism is a public testimony that a person has confessed their sins 
to God and trusts in Him moving forward. This is a public 
demonstration of relying on God. It is a signal away from self- 
reliance and a focus on Jesus Christ as the One to whom a person 
comes to in times of sin and stress or when times are good. Many 
churches employ adult baptism as recognition of a person’s change 
in their life. However, it is not practical in all circumstances. For 
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example, many residents in nursing homes are not able to be fully 
immersed in water as people were 2000 years ago. Suffice to say, 
baptism is not a requirement for a person to have eternal life — it is 
simply a public testimony: “If you declare with your mouth, ‘Jesus 
is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the 
dead, you will be saved” (Romans 10:9) — that is, saved from 
eternal separation from God and therefore, spending eternity with 
Him. 

From a human standpoint, is there really forgiveness for all 
sins? Are there any sins that are unforgiveable? Some may turn to 
the story in Matthew 27 where Judas Iscariot betrayed Jesus to the 
chief priests and elders. Judas, who had been a disciple of Jesus 
from the beginning of His ministry, now turned against Jesus by 
handing him over to these men. After this occurred, Judas 
confessed that he had sinned and “betrayed innocent blood” 
(Matthew 27:4). He was then overcome with remorse and hanged 
himself. Was there forgiveness for his sin some might ask? John, a 
fellow disciple, later wrote, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9, italics mine). Yes (thankfully!), 
Jesus is willing and able to forgive any sin if we are faithful to 
honestly confess it to Him. This is arguably the most important 
point in the Bible. God sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die on the 
cross for our sins so that upon honest confession we will have 
eternal life. Since sin separated us from the fellowship of God 
(Isaiah 59:2), Christ’s sacrifice restored our relationship with Him. 
Whatever our sin, we always have the opportunity to confess it to 
Jesus Christ — the One who paid the price on the cross for our sin. 


Offerings 


Offerings were made in the Old Testament as a means of 
restoring a relationship after a sin was committed. People were 
expected to recompense one another after a fault occurred between 
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the two people (Leviticus 4:27). This was also true when an 
Israelite disobeyed God’s Word. In this case, an offering was made 
in the Temple. The offering was viewed more as a token for an 
offense committed, rather than paying back the exact amount to the 
one offended. Offerings in the Old Testament were either monetary 
or animal sacrifice, but were typically animal sacrifices. This is 
because God viewed the blood of the animal sacrifice as precious 
in His sight. Blood was the literal and figurative symbol of life in 
an animal. This is a prophecy about the sacrifice that Jesus Christ 
made on the cross for our sins (His blood was poured out on the 
cross after He was crucified). Instead of us offering our lives and 
blood to God the Father for our sins, Jesus Christ offered Himself 
on our behalf. Therefore, the Old Testament offerings (animal 
sacrifices) were made by the Israelites for their sins against God. 
But in the New Testament, Jesus Christ was the sole offering for 
our sins. No other sacrifices are required because Jesus Christ was 
the perfect, divine sacrifice. 

The process of making a sin offering in the Old Testament was 
very elaborate. God gave specific instructions as to what the priests 
could wear while making the offerings (Exodus 39). The altar and 
instruments used during the sacrifice also came with specific 
instructions (Exodus 35-38). Just to consecrate the priests and the 
altar each day required the sacrifice of a bull and two lambs 
(Exodus 29:38-43) as well as sin offerings (Leviticus 8:2, 14; 16; 
Ezekiel 44:27, 29; Hebrews 5:1-3; 9:7. See Leviticus 9 for the 
consecration of Aaron and his sons. See Numbers 7 for the 
consecration of the Temple). This was necessary in order to restore 
a relationship between God and the Israelites. After this process 
was performed, God declared: “Then I will dwell among the 
Israelites and be their God. They will know that I am the LORD 
their God, who brought them out of Egypt so that I might dwell 
among them. I am the LORD their God” (Exodus 29: 45-46). 

Once the priest was consecrated, offerings were then 
made for the following circumstances: 
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If a priest sinned unintentionally (Leviticus 4: 1-26) 

If any member of the community _ sinned 
unintentionally (Leviticus 4:27-35) 

If a member did not speak up after hearing a public 
charge to testify regarding something (Leviticus 5:1) 

If a member touched anything ceremonially unclean 
(Leviticus 5:2-3) 

If a member thoughtlessly took an oath and then was 
aware of it (Leviticus 5:4) 


M M M M MM 


If any member of the community sinned intentionally 
or unintentionally against God (Leviticus 5:1-6:7; 
19:20-22) 

> The annual Festival of Weeks (the harvest festival — 
Leviticus 23:15-21) 


If a priest or member intentionally sinned against another member, 
then it was understood that they must make restitution. In the case 
of a member sinning against God, it was explicit that this type of 
sin was either intentional or unintentional. There is no gap when it 
comes to sin. Every case was covered whether it involved a priest 
or a member of the community. Sin is a break in a relationship 
between two people or between a person and God. This requires 
restitution, and God’s Word is clear about this. 

The sin offering was conducted in the Old Testament such that 
the sin of the person or the people was transferred to the animal 
before the animal was sacrificed by laying hands on the animal 
(Leviticus 4:29). In the New Testament, the apostles Paul, Peter, 
and John ascribed Jesus Christ as being the offering for our sin 
(Romans 3:25; 4:25; 5:8; 8:3; 1 Corinthians 15:3; Galatians 1:4; 
Hebrews 2:17; 9:15; 10:10, 12, 14, 18; 13:12; 1 Peter 2:24; 1 John 
2:2; 4:10). His body served as the perfect sacrifice, without spot or 
blemish. The repetitive practice of making an animal sacrifice as a 
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sin offering is no longer needed because Jesus Christ sacrificed 
Himself once for all people (Hebrews 7:27; 9:28; 1 Peter 3:18). 
The shedding of His blood on the cross mimics the shedding of 
blood during animal sacrifice in the Old Testament. God the Father 
transferred our sin onto Jesus Christ: “God made Him who had no 
sin to be sin for us” (2 Corinthians 5:21). Now that Jesus Christ 
submitted Himself as the sacrifice for us, we only need to come to 
Him for forgiveness. Since God the Father recognizes God the Son 
(Jesus Christ) as the perfect sacrifice, we are assured that our sins 
are forgiven when we come to Christ out of repentance. This is a 
key point in Christianity, since God the Father sees the 
righteousness of God the Son, and therefore, we too are made 
righteous in God the Father’s eyes because of the forgiveness we 
have received from God the Son. Forgiveness of sin is discussed 
later in this book (the aspect of forgiveness is discussed further in 
Chapter 4 FORGIVENESS OF SIN). 
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2 THE ETERNAL RAM IFICATION OF SIN 


What effect does sin have on a person’s soul for all eternity? 
What do you think happens to us (i.e. our souls) once our physical 
bodies die? I think we can all agree that these are important 
questions. We think it is important enough to consider what 
happens to us each and every day of our lives; after all, that is how 
we describe our existence. But eternity? Do our souls have a place 
in eternity? If so, should we be more concerned about the eternal 
destiny of our souls than this temporal existence? 


Literary Evidence 
Eternal Death 
The eternal death of a soul is hard to describe. It is not the 


cessation of existence as some might perceive, but rather an eternal 
existence. Alfred Eade declares that it is the separation of the soul 
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from God.'® An eternal separation from God should seem 
intolerable and should prompt us to consider how we can avoid 
this separation from God. 


Considering Physical Death 


One of the immediate concerns is what happens to us upon 
physical death. This leaves the reader to question what exactly 
transpires during this time. At best, it is very risky to think that 
one’s soul is prepared to transport from their body upon physical 
death without a guarantee of the outcome. John Stevenson 
provided this description: 


Death is the great valley which separates time from eternity. 
Multitudes enter this 'valley of decision,’ but none return to inform 
us of its depth or its darkness, its difficulties, or its dangers. To the 
eye of sense it appears a real valley, and full of dangers, as 
inevitable as they are appalling.!° 


This seemingly unpredictable time has its benefits, however. 
Considering physical death can lead one to consider three of the 
great sins in this life: lust, greed, and “misguided pride.””? The 
only option in terms of who we are going to meet when we die is 
God. He is the Creator of all things including our souls. To not 
think of Him with regards to this transitory stage would be risky. 
Some wait until they are on their dying beds to consider their sin 
nature with respect to God. This may not be good planning, 
however, since we do not know for sure when we are going to die. 


'8 Alfred Thompson Eade, The Expanded Panorama Bible Study Course 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Fleming H. Revell, 1961), 48. 

‘9 John Stevenson, The Lord Our Shepherd (1846; repr., Vestavia Hills, 
AL: Solid Ground Christian Books, 2016), 155-156. 

20 Glen G. Scorgie, ed., Dictionary of Christian Spirituality (Grand Rapids, 
MI: Zondervan, 2011), 390. 
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The Impact on How We Live Our Lives 


Maurice Roberts describes it this way, “Only those whose eye 
is on the future can serve properly now on earth.””! This leads us to 
a very interesting perspective: our view on this life should be seen 
through the lens of eternity, not the other way around.”” When we 
reflect on our hearts from God’s point of view for eternity, we are 
then better prepared to live these physical lives while on earth to 
the fullest. To think otherwise would cause us to think of life as a 
morbid, futile existence. If we are willing to reflect on our hearts 
from an eternal perspective then we need to consider our sin nature 
now and take action to restore our relationship with God — now. 

With regards to the transitory process of our souls leaving our 
bodies upon physical death, we might want to consider how to 
avoid not knowing what is going to happen to us when it is time 
for us to die. We generally like to know what our future holds for 
us and our children in this life. Should the eternal state of our souls 
concern us? Does the potential separation of our soul from God 
alarm us? 


Biblical Evidence 
Spiritual Death 


Let’s look closer at the aspects of the spiritual death of a soul. 
The apostle Paul proclaimed that “The wages of sin is death, but 


*1 Maurice Roberts, The Thought of God (Carlisle, PA: The Banner of 
Truth Trust, 1993), 191. 

*2 Consider also that God created human life in Genesis 1-2. God’s 
intention when He created man and woman is that they and their progeny 
would live forever. It is only with the advent of sin in Genesis 3 that the 
process of eternity was interrupted. Now men and women are relegated to a 
physical death, but yet their souls still live on for eternity — either in God’s 
presence or separated from Him. This further supports the point of viewing 
our existence from an eternal perspective. 
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the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 
6:23). Paul here described the end result of sin. If sin is not 
forgiven by God, its stain results in what Paul calls “death.” This 
does not refer to an eternal death for a soul. What Paul is referring 
to here is that a sinful soul is fruitless, it does not bear the good 
works that are orchestrated by the Holy Spirit when a person 
comes with a confessing heart to Jesus Christ. The person that has 
an unrepentant soul is not thinking about the things of God or His 
Word, but rather him or herself and the things of this world. In this 
state, God cannot work through this person in this world and the 
state of this soul is grim both in this world and forever. 

So what is the eternal state of a soul when it ceases to exist in 
a physical body in this world? The Old Testament prophet Daniel 
wrote, “Everyone whose name is found written in the book — will 
be delivered. Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will 
awake; some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting 
contempt’ (Daniel 12:1-2; italics mine). The phrase “everlasting 
contempt” comes from the Hebrew naas which means eternal 
rejection. This indicates that this soul is not destined for heaven but 
will still live on in a rejected state. Rejected from what? Isaiah 
59:2 claims that “our sins have separated us from God.” This does 
not indicate what kind of an existence a sinful soul will have, but it 
will be isolated from God — and that will be a bad thing. There will 
not be the comforts of this world to occupy this type of soul. 
Isolation is a very lonely state. What’s more - this temporary state 
is a place of agony for those who have not confessed their sins, 
asked Christ for forgiveness, and follow Him and His Word. The 
parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus provides further details.”* 


3 The parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31): “There was a 
rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury 
every day. At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with 
sores and longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs 
came and licked his sores. The time came when the beggar died and the 
angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was 
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Those sinful souls who lived and passed from this world both 
before and after the time of Christ will continue in this state until 
the final judgment in Revelation 20:11-15: “Then I [the prophet 
and apostle John] saw a great white throne and him who was 
seated on it... . And I saw the dead, great and small, standing 
before the throne, and books were opened. . . . Anyone whose 
name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the 
lake of fire.’ Up until the time of the final judgment an 
unrepentant sinful soul lives in isolation from God, but after 
the final judgment it resides in the lake of fire or hell —still in 
isolation from God. 

The “lake of fire” is a term for what God’s Word calls the 
“second death” (Revelation 20:14). The first death is the state of 
our physical bodies when they cease to function. The second death 
is the final destination for souls that are unrepentant. So these souls 
continue to exist (that is, they do not die as one may associate with 
death), but the destination is one of turmoil and torment. The 
determination as to whether a soul resides in eternal turmoil and 
torment or eternal life with God is based on the judgment of Jesus 
Christ: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the 
Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and 
ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades” (Revelation 1:18). 


buried. In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham 
far away, with Lazarus by his side. So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, 
have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and 
cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’ But Abraham replied, 
‘Son, remember that in our lifetime you received your good things, while 
Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in 
agony. And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been set 
in place, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can 
anyone cross over from there to us.” He answered, “Then I beg you, father, 
send Lazarus to my family, for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so 
that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ Abraham replied, 
‘they have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ ‘No. father 
Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will 
repent.’ He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, 
they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” 
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Revelation 21:8 describes “death and Hades” as the “fiery lake of 
burning sulfur.” It is a terrible place that everyone should consider 
avoiding. 


Slaves to Sin 


The apostle Paul described everyone as a slave to somebody 
or something. In this case, he identified that some are slaves to sin, 
and this slavery results in death (Romans 6:16). The Greek word 
thanatos identifies this death as we observed earlier as a separation 
from God.” Even though slavery has a negative connotation to 
some people, it is used here to describe a condition where a person 
is confined without any obvious recourse. Before coming to Jesus 
Christ in our new life, we were entrapped or confined by sin. This 
is the case for all people, whether they recognize it or not. The end 
result of this entrapment to sin is eternal death. However, eternal 
life is further supported by Jesus when He spoke to the Jewish 
leaders: “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and 
believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged 
but has crossed over from death to life” (John 5:24; see also 8:51- 
52; 2 Corinthians 2:16; 7:10; James 5:20; 1 John 3:14). Zodhiates 
and Baker define death (again from the Greek word thanatos) in 
this manner: “As spiritual life consists of constant communion 
with God who is life, so spiritual death is separation from Him.”° 
For the unrepentant soul after physical death, it dwells in a 
temporal place called Hades until God’s final judgment, which 
results in the lake of fire. It is separated from God in both 
circumstances. 

Many confuse the phrase “slaves to sin” with “our actions 
leading to sin.” Their premise is that our eternal destiny is based on 


4 Spiros Zodhiates and Warren Baker, eds., Hebrew-Greek Key Word 
Study Bible: Key Insights into God’s Word (Chattanooga, TN: AMG 
Publishers, 1996), 1631. 

> Tbid., 1631. 
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“how good we are.” But that is not what God’s Word teaches us. 
Romans 6:23 says that, “For the wages of sin is death.” The word 
“wage” comes from the Greek word opsonion which is a 
metaphorical term for recompense or support.?° The word “sin” 
comes from the Greek word hamartia which means to miss the 
mark or standard, particularly in relation to God.?” So when we 
miss the mark of God’s standard, our just reward is death. Our sins 
result in eternal death or separation from God for our souls. Some 
may question the penalty of eternal death (or eternal separation) as 
to whether or not it is warranted for our sin. But consider that sin, 
which is missing God’s standard, has no part with Him. He is a 
perfect, sovereign God who does not harbor imperfections or 
disobedience to His Word. It is not a harsh reward when we 
consider that He sent Jesus Christ to die for our sins to reinstate 
our souls with Him. God did not leave us in a doomed state 
because of our sin, but redeemed us through Jesus Christ — if we 
truly confess our sins to Him, ask Him for forgiveness, and put our 
trust in Him and His Word. 


Eternal Separation from God 


This eternal separation from God is the final state for a soul 
that is not repentant of sin through Jesus Christ and committed to 
Him by His Word. Paul further states, “For when we were in the 
realm of the flesh [italics mine], the sinful passions aroused by the 
law were at work in us, so that we bore fruit for death” (Romans 
7:5; see also 7:10-11, 13, 24; 8:2, 6; James 1:15). The phrase, when 
we were in the realm of the flesh, refers to those souls in this life 
that had not yet repented of their sin and put their trust in Christ. 
This implies that there is an opportunity to change the eternal state 
of one’s soul. God has provided us an opportunity in this life to 


6 Thid., 1657. 
27 Thid., 1583. 
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recognize our sin nature and to do something about it. The only 
solution to the problem is Jesus Christ. Jesus said that “I am the 
way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me” (John 14:6). Also, the phrase, when we were in the 
realm of the flesh, points clearly to this physical life. If we take 
Christ’s offer of forgiveness for our truly repentant sin and put our 
trust in Him and His Word, then we receive eternal life, else it is 
eternal death. 
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3 THE SACRIFICE FOR SIN 


Eternal separation from God is a scenario that most people 
would rather avoid. Is there someone or some way that 
intervention can be made so that one does not have to suffer this 
eternal separation? Is there someone who can accept a transfer of 
our sins so that we would not have to pay this eternal price? 

God knew that sin entered the world with Adam and Eve, but 
He made a provision so that the stain of sin, or eternal 
ramifications would not remain on a person, but could be 
transferred to an animal as an atonement for sin. God instituted a 
process for this as He spoke to Moses. Moses then said to Aaron 
the priest, “Come to the altar and sacrifice your sin offering and 
your burnt offering and make atonement for yourself and the 
people; sacrifice the offering that is for the people and make 
atonement for them as the LORD has commanded” (Leviticus 9:7). 
This is the provision that God instituted for the young nation of 
Israel in order to preserve the relationship between Himself and 
Israel. 

As time moved on, God eventually sent His Son Jesus Christ 
to be the final sacrifice for sins so that people would not have to 
repetitively make their own sacrifices. This sacrifice was made not 


76 


THE MESSAGE OF RECONCILIATION 


just for the Israelites, but for all people. Jesus Christ made Himself 
a sacrifice by accepting our sins so that we would not bear the 
eternal consequences of sin. Peter said, “For Christ also suffered 
once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to 
God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit” 
(1 Peter 3:18). 


Literary Evidence 
The Transfer of Sin 


The transfer of sin onto an animal or onto God Himself in the 
person of Jesus Christ was absolutely necessary. Without this 
transfer, humanity was destined for separation from God (as 
pointed out earlier from Isaiah 59:2: “our sins have separated us 
from God’). Both conditions, either fellowship with God or 
separation from God are eternal. God knew it was necessary to 
send His Son Jesus Christ to die on the cross to transfer the stain of 
our sins onto Himself and to conquer those same sins by not only 
putting them to death when He died, but rising from the dead so 
that neither our sins nor death could have a hold on Him. In the 
Old Testament, the conquering of sins was complete in the death of 
an animal. The perpetrator, or a priest acting as an intermediary, 
would lay their hands on the animal signifying the transfer of sin 
from the human to the animal. The animal was then sacrificed, 
signifying the removal of sin. In the New Testament, the 
conquering of sin was complete, once and for all, in the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. When Christ was crucified, He took 
upon Himself the sins of all who would come to Him for mercy 
and forgiveness. He then bore the sins of many as He died a 
torturous death out of love for all of us. Thus, His death signified 
the removal of our sin. His subsequent resurrection from the dead 
signified that He conquered both sin and death for all who would 
come to Him for mercy and forgiveness. 
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The Final Removal of Sin 


We look to the death of an animal or Christ as a terrible thing 
(which the death of either certainly is), but each has its purpose in 
providing spiritual life. There is a time for remorse during Maundy 
Thursday (during the period of Easter) each year when we reflect 
on the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, but this is followed three days 
later on Resurrection Sunday (or Easter), where we celebrate His 
resurrection from the dead. It is a bitter sweet week where we have 
both remorse and jubilation in our hearts. Richard Viladesau 
succinctly put it this way: 


This allows us to make a distinction and a contrast: the crucifixion 
as murder was ugly; as martyrdom it was beautiful. Physically it 
was ugly; spiritually - in its meaning, self-sacrifice for others - it 
was beautiful. What happened to Christ was ugly and horrid; his 
willingness to undergo it was beautiful. The emphasis is on the 
divine compassion, and on Jesus' free acceptance of his death.”8 


The sacrifice of sin (whether initially by an animal in the Old 
Testament or finally by Christ in the New Testament) is to be 
viewed as a positive event. Even though death itself is not viewed 
as something positive, the end result is the removal of the 
ramification of sin, and is therefore seen as something very 
important in the eyes of the beholder. This is especially true 
considering eternal life for those that have sought forgiveness from 
Jesus Christ and put their faith in Him. 

The transfer of sin (and removal of its ramification) is the 
result of God reconciling believers to Himself. With the stain of sin 
gone, God the Father has brought believers back into fellowship 
with Himself through the sacrifice of His Son Jesus Christ. It was a 
self-less act for Jesus to accept our sins upon Himself so that we 
would not be left with the stain of sin resulting in eternal 


°8 Richard Viladesau, The Beauty of the Cross (New York, NY: Oxford 
University Press, 2006), 12. 
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separation from God. Henry Coffin summed it up in this way: 
“God Himself acknowledges this mysterious principle that only by 
bearing sin can it be destroyed, and that love alone is power where 
the lives of His children are concerned. Love must suffer where 
there is sin, and in suffering it redeems.”?? God is simply on a 
different level than we are. He lives in the realm of righteousness; 
we live in the realm of sin. He exhibits the true sense of love and 
faithfulness; we show selfishness and unrighteousness. He is 
perfect and all powerful; we are fragile and imperfect. Samuel 
Zwemer counsels us in this area, "The Cross of Christ is the 
searchlight of God. It reveals God's love and man's sin; God's 
power and man's helplessness, God's holiness and man's 
pollution."*° 

This act of love can only be orchestrated by God Himself. We 
were not around two thousand years ago to influence Christ’s 
decision regarding His crucifixion on the cross. Sin has wreaked 
havoc on the human race over the centuries. Sin is still evident 
today in many lives and among many nations. We can only turn to 
Jesus Christ, and Him alone, as the sacrifice for our sins: 


Thankfully, we are the recipients of what God the Father 
orchestrated by sending His Son Jesus Christ to die for our sins. 
When God entered humanity, the sin of mankind, which continually 
causes pain and suffering indiscriminately on mankind, the sin of 
ourselves, which is continually poisoning the lives of those who are 
not ourselves, was taken upon Himself by God.*! 


All we can humbly say is, “thank you Lord Jesus for dying on 
the cross for my sin.” 


2° Henry Sloane Coffin, The Meaning of the Cross (New York, NY: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1936), 115. 

3° Samuel Zwemer, The Glory of the Cross (London: Marshall, Morgan & 
Scott, LTD., 1935), 102. 

31 Donald Hankey, The Cross (New York, NY: E.P. Dutton and Company, 
1919), 23-24. 
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Biblical Evidence 


The Bible contains 66 separate books and covers a range of 
subjects. However, sin entered the world in the third chapter of the 
very first book of God’s Word (Genesis 3) and will not be 
expunged from the world until the events recorded in the last book 
(Revelation 20). In a Bible consisting of 1140 pages, sin covers a 
continuum of 1134 pages! It must be a very important topic and 
one that God resolved to handle. 

There is a constant dialog about both the occurrences and the 
ramifications of sin as we saw in the earlier chapters of this book. 
The fact of the matter is that sin is present in this world until God 
removes it once and for all during the final judgment. However, 
how do we deal with the stain, that is, the ramifications of sin, and 
who can redeem and preserve a soul from it? 


The Provision for Sin 


Psalm 49 gives us some insight into this. The redemption or 
provision for sin is not something that can be bought at the store. 
The stain of sin is spiritual, and therefore, it must be dealt with in a 
spiritual fashion. Who or what method is involved in this 
redemption? Verses 7 through 9 of Psalm 49 gives us some insight: 
“No one can redeem the life of another or give to God a ransom for 
them — the ransom for a life is costly, no payment is ever enough — 
so that they should live on forever and not see decay.” This makes 
it clear that the redemption for sin cannot be handled by any 
person. It is beyond our means to try to handle it — it is not 
attainable. The interesting thing about these verses is that it leaves 
a void. How can sin be atoned for? Verse 15 provides the answer: 
“But God will redeem me from the realm of the dead; he will 
surely take me to himself.” This is echoed in 1 Peter 3:18: “For 
Christ died for sins once and for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, to bring you to God.” The only guarantee for 
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redemption of our sins is through Jesus Christ. There is no other 
way. The good news is that He guarantees redemption from sin 
when we are sincere to ask Him for forgiveness of our sins and 
trust Him as our God. 

Today there is much concern as to whether a person can 
“earn” their way into heaven. It might seem like a worthy cause, 
but because of our human imperfections, we are not able to redeem 
ourselves per the discussion in the previous paragraph. This leaves 
us in a vulnerable position. Most people would like to go to 
heaven, but how is this attainable when we are in a sullen state of 
sin and unable to do anything about it? The apostle Paul was clear 
about this when he wrote to the Romans. He acclaimed that we 
were “powerless,” but Christ was able to do something about this: 
“You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, 
Christ died for the ungodly. . . . But God demonstrates his own 
love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Romans 5:6, 8). The act of redemption for our sins is a divine act. 
We do not have anything to do about Christ dying for our sins. He 
already did that for us. There is nothing left to “earn” because the 
redemption has already been accomplished! 


Christ Our Mediator 


Christ, who was sent by God the Father and is God, is also 
interceding for us. He is the bridge between us and God the Father. 
When anxiety or trouble comes, He is right there watching over us 
and making available to us the strength and blessings we need 
from God the Father. This is important because the self-less act 
that Christ performed by dying on the cross for our sins was not 
just a discrete task. He did it out of love for us and continues to 
love us. Jesus made this claim to the apostle Peter: “Greater love 
has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You 
are my friends if you do what I command” (John 15:13-14). It was 
not just something He did 2000 years ago; He is still present with 
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us today, looking out for us with all the divine blessings available 
from God the Father. The apostle Paul mentioned that Christ is at 
the right hand of God the Father interceding for us (Romans 8:34) 
and that there is nothing that can separate us from His love 
(Romans 8:35-39). 

The sacrifice of Christ for our sin goes deeper than that. It 
involves our very lives in this world and also the life of our souls 
after we pass from this world. In other words, Christ’s sacrifice 
cares for our souls for all eternity. The apostle Paul made this 
clear: “If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the 
Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. For this 
very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the 
Lord of both the dead and the living” (Romans 14:8-9). Christ has 
us covered at every moment of our lives. Whatever we are 
experiencing or whatever difficulties we have, He is right there 
comforting us, providing for us, and at the appropriate time, 
delivering us. That is a great comfort to us, because we know that 
God has our best interests in mind both now and forever. He 
knows what is best for us. 

The aspect of Christ not only dying, but returning to life, has a 
special significance. When Paul wrote to the Corinthians, he 
declared, “Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that 
he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures . . .” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4). Not only was His death 
important to put to death our sins, but his rising to life or 
resurrection means that our souls have life as well. It showed His 
power over both death and life. His deity as God came to the 
forefront when He took our sins upon Himself when He was 
crucified, and then demonstrated that He had the authority and 
power to do so by then rising to life. Only God can understand and 
perform this type of act, but it shows His omnipotence (all 
powerful) to accomplish both acts. It proves that He sacrificed 
Himself on account of our sin. 
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4 FORGIVENESS OF SIN 


The recognition of the sacrifice Christ made for our sin is 
important. However, it is the forgiveness for our sin that actually 
removes the stain of sin. A sinner is still accountable for their sin 
until the sin is actually forgiven. The one offended has to release 
the sinner from debt. God is certainly able to forgive us of our sin, 
but we must first come to Him and confess our sin. 

When it comes to God, the realm of sin follows a four-step 
process: (1) acknowledgement, (2) confession, (3) sacrifice, and 
(4) forgiveness. Chapter 1 THE NATURE OF SIN dealt 
extensively with the identification of sin so that it can be 
acknowledged. It is up to each individual person as to whether or 
not they will take God’s identification of sin seriously. If a person 
is sorry for their sin and confesses it to God, then the process 
moves to Christ’s sacrifice for their sin (Chapter 3 THE 
SACRIFICE FOR SIN). God recognizes our acknowledgment and 
confession. He also knows our heart when we look to Christ’s 
sacrifice for our sins. At this point, He is willing to forgive us. 
Forgiveness is the final step in the process that allows the removal 
of sin’s stain upon our souls. This four-step process occurs when a 
person first becomes a Christian and continues throughout their 
life. 
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Literary Evidence 


Sin Precludes Forgiveness 


We as a human race fall short of God’s divine standard for our 
lives. That is what the stain of sin produces in our souls. This book 
would not exist had it not been for sin. Fortunate for us, sin also 
received God’s attention. We were in a dire, sinful state, and there 
was no person or way to relieve our souls of the burden of sin — 
except for Jesus Christ. Donald Hankey summed it up in this 
manner: 


First of all the Cross [Christ’s crucifixion] makes us realize that we 
are not at one with God. It makes us realize that the world which 
could crucify Jesus was utterly at discord with God. And when we 
compare our world with that, we know that the discord still prevails. 
The Cross is the age-long witness that the world is found wanting. It 
sets a goal ahead, and allows no rest or complacency until that goal 
is reached.*? 


The only retribution for our sin was Christ’s death on the cross. In 
fact, many in the world are ignorant of this fact. However, that 
ignorance does not remove the stain that is on one’s soul. Christ’s 
crucifixion serves a double purpose: (1) it brings our attention to 
the fact that our sins have separated us from God as Hankey noted, 
and (2) it provides a vehicle for our sins to be forgiven. Christ 
served the penalty for our sins when He was crucified on the cross. 
He took our sins upon Himself so we would be freed from the 
burden and eternal ramification of sin. 

God’s forgiveness is inextricably tied to Christ’s sacrifice on the 
cross. When Christ willingly suffered and allowed Himself to be 
crucified, He had each of our souls at the forefront of His heart. 
Someone had to pay the price for our sin. There is only one person 


32 Donald Hankey, The Cross (New York, NY: E.P. Dutton and Company, 
1919), 18-19. 
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who could be a perfect sacrifice, without sin, to die on the cross for 
us. That man — Jesus Christ, One with God the Father, is the only 
One who could accomplish such a mission. No other sacrifice 
would do, because the sacrifice to once and for all put an end to the 
ramifications of sin had to be a perfect sacrifice, without blemish. 
Only the perfect sacrifice of Christ could end the tragic 
consequences of sin and reinstate our relationship with God the 
Father. 


Forgiveness Removes the Stain of Sin 


This act of forgiveness is sometimes referred to as redemption. 
It is the act of "serving to offset or compensate for a defect.”?? In 
this case, Christ compensated for our sin. There are no longer any 
consequences because recompense has been made. It is a much 
deeper meaning than just saying, “Oh, let’s just forget about it.” It 
is the actual excruciating effort that Christ went through in order 
for God to say we are forgiven. W. E. Vine even goes further to 
say that this redemption is a “release or deliverance from 
bondage.”** Sin is not just an action or thought that is made, it is a 
condition. Bondage means that someone is actually committed or 
“stuck” in a particular pattern of thinking or behavior. Thus, 
Christ’s redemption actually unlocks or delivers a person from this 
pattern. It actually accomplishes something within a person’s soul 
in addition to God just forgetting about the act. We no longer seek 
to serve ourselves and our sinful nature but to serve God, 
submitting to and obeying His Word. 

What’s more — the act of Christ dying on the cross for our sins 
is final. There is no need for any further sacrifices or actions. It is a 


33 Merriam-Webster, 2020 ed., s.v. “redeeming,” accessed March 27, 2020, 


http://merriam-webster.com. 

34 W. E. Vine, Isaiah (London: Oliphants, 1946), 160 in Frederick R. 
Howe, "The Cross of Christ in Peter's Theology," Bibliotheca Sacra 157 
(April-June 2000) 193. 
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one-time occurrence. That is why Christians can rely on Christ’s 
sacrifice two thousand years ago for their relationship with God. 
Once we acknowledge it sincerely and confess our sins, we are 
assured that He will never disown us or turn His face away from us 
no matter what takes place. F.J. Heugel refers to Christ’s words 
when He died on the cross (“It is finished” - John 19:30) as 
meaning “that the work has been done.”*> The work of redemption 
was then complete when Christ died — no further action was taken 
by anyone to gain redemption for their sin and a reinstatement of 
their relationship with God. 

The key point for us is the identification we make with Christ’s 
sacrifice. When we realize that we cannot make an adequate 
sacrifice ourselves for sin, and there is no other method to do so, 
we then identify with Christ’s sacrifice for us. Jesse Penn-Lewis 
put it this way: 


This is the meaning of the many afflictions which befall the soul 
who has joyfully cried, 'I have been crucified with Christ.’ We needs 
must learn how to prove the power of the end, and to place after 
place where circumstances are beyond our power, and we are in 
utter despair of all help but in God.*° 


Identification with Christ in His death on the cross is essential for 
forgiveness for our sins from God. We have humbled ourselves to 
the point where we would rather identify ourselves with Jesus 
Christ rather than our own nature or that of this world. We cannot 
atone for our sins ourselves, and we cannot obtain atonement from 
anyone or anywhere else. After recognizing Christ’s sole power of 
forgiveness, we humbly come to Him. 


35 F. J. Heugel, The Cross of Christ - The Throne of God, 2nd ed. (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1956), 103-104. 

36 Jesse Penn-Lewis, The Cross of Calvary and its Message (Bournemouth, 
England: The Overcomer Literature Trust, 1903), 79. 
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Forgiveness is Based upon Love 


Christ’s death on the cross, which allows God the Father to 
forgive us when we accept that sacrifice, is the epicenter of three 
extremes. Samuel Zwemer explained it this way, 


On the Cross of Calvary is manifested the greatest thing in the 
world, LOVE; the darkest mystery of the universe, SIN; and the 
highest expression of God's character, HOLINESS. 'He made Him 
to be sin for us who knew no sin, that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him.'°’ 


God’s divine love, as Zwemer pointed out, is not human love. His 
love is a perfect love — so perfect that he loved us while we were 
still sinners (Romans 5:8). This is an extreme level of love. It is a 
completely self-less characteristic of God. Ronald Wallace put 
Christ’s love for us in this manner, 


Christ gave everything while he was ministering on this earth. He 
taught, he healed, he served. His focus was not on his own needs but 
on the needs of others. Finally, He gave all of His life to die on the 
cross for the sins of many; to save us from the scourge of eternal 
damnation, which is the penalty for our sin.*® 


We cannot completely comprehend this level of love. We do 
not have the capacity with our human minds and emotions. 
However, some day we will be in the presence of Christ and then 
His divine love will be revealed to us completely and we will 
realize the extent of His love. 

The second point as Zwemer noted is that sin is actually the 
antithesis of God’s attributes. There is no room or acceptance of 
sin in His Kingdom. The world as we know it is corrupted by sin. 


37 Samuel M. Zwemer, The Glory of the Cross (London: Marshall, Morgan 
& Scott, LTD., 1935), 102. 

38 Ronald S. Wallace, The Atoning Death of Christ (London: Marshall 
Morgan & Scott, 1981), 25-26. 
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That is because all of its inhabitants have not humbled themselves 
before God and confessed their sin. God’s Word, as outlined 
earlier, indicates that sin entered into the world and has left its 
stain. Therefore, it can be viewed as an opposite extreme to 
Heaven where sin is absent. 

And finally God’s holiness, Zwemer’s third point, is 
demonstrated in Christ’s actual sacrifice, one of perfection and 
absent of any defects. His sacrifice was holy in God’s eyes. The 
absence of sin (and in Christ’s case, the conquering of sin) can be 
construed as the state of holiness. These three points: God’s love, 
our sin, and God’s holiness all come together at Christ’s cross. 

We are reminded of these things by the Holy Spirit. The Spirit 
is the third manifestation of God (after God the Father and God the 
Son — Jesus Christ). The main function of the Spirit is to encourage 
us and lead us in that relationship we have with God the Father by 
the sacrifice of God the Son. The Spirit knows our circumstances 
and what we are thinking of. This allows Him to encourage us to 
accept God’s forgiveness for our sin. Many times, the Spirit 
encourages us with God’s Word. For example, He points to 
Romans 5:8: “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” The 
Spirit guarantees us that we are not only forgiven, but also 
accepted into God’s heavenly kingdom.*? When we continue to 
read, listen to, and study God’s Word, the Spirit reminds us of 
God’s unfailing love and gives us assurance and the right amount 
of strength we need each day to remain faithful to Him and to 
others. 


3° Sarah Hinlicky Wilson, "What's His is Ours: Christ's Righteousness 
Belongs to Those Who Receive by Faith God's Promise of Forgiveness," 
Christianity Today 56, no. 8 (September 2012), 35. 
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Biblical Evidence 


The act of forgiveness is something God the Father can only 
provide by the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross. The 
forgiveness we receive from God on Christ’s behalf is necessary in 
order to restore our relationship with God. When we first come to 
God through Jesus Christ, we start our relationship with Him by 
confessing our sin and asking Him for forgiveness in the name of 
Jesus Christ since He was the sacrifice for our sin. 


Background Regarding Forgiveness 
Forgiveness in the Old Testament 


God presented a solution for a break in a relationship: 
forgiveness. Thankfully, God is the One who initiated forgiveness 
in the Old Testament as a result of animal sacrifices. Those who 
were sincere and truly sorry about their sin went through the 
process of animal sacrifice. God then forgave their sin and their 
relationship with Him was restored. Isaiah recorded God’s 
forgiveness when he wrote these prophetic words concerning the 
nation of Israel: “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow” (Isaiah 1:18). This is a metaphor about the stain of 
sin. But with God’s forgiveness, the stain is removed. Consider 
also, these words of God regarding Israel’s sin: “The sins of those 
who dwell there [Zion] will be forgiven” (Isaiah 33:24); “I, even I, 
am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and 
remembers your sins no more” (Isaiah 43:25); and “I have swept 
away your offenses like a cloud, your sins like the morning mist. 
Return to me, for I have redeemed you” (Isaiah 44:22). The key 
point here is that God forgets about our sin. What a relief! He does 
not hold any grudges against us — nor does He have any memory of 
our wrongs. God has always showed His willingness to forgive the 
sins of Israel (Jeremiah 31:34; 33:8; 50:2), but that path always 
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required remorse and repentance (Jeremiah 36:3). God’s 
forgiveness can be summed up in these words as penned by the 
prophet Micah: 


Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the 
transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay 
angry forever but delight to show mercy. You will again have 
compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our 
iniquities into the depths of the sea. You will be faithful to Jacob, 
and show love to Abraham, as you pledged on oath to our ancestors 
in days long ago (Micah 7:18-19). 


The Ten Commandments 


The whole concept of God’s forgiveness began after God 
freed the Israelites out of bondage and slavery in Egypt. As Moses 
led this effort, he was then called by God to meet Him on Mount 
Sinai. Moses was told to bring the two stone tablets with which 
God would write the Ten Commandments. During that meeting, 
God mentioned that “. . . The LORD, the LORD, the 
compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love 
and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving 
wickedness, rebellion and sin” (Exodus 34:6-7). God knew that the 
new nation, which received its freedom to do anything, was 
imperfect and would make wrong decisions leading to sin. He 
knows that we are frail, imperfect beings and are prone to sin. 
However, one of God’s attributes is forgiveness to counter sin. 
Forgiving the sins of the Israelites was a key component to the 
restoration of the relationship between the Israelites and God and 
the forerunner of His relationship with us. 


Forgiveness in the New Testament 


In the New Testament, Jesus Christ was sent by God to be the 
human sacrifice, once and for all sins. In fact He prophesied His 
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sacrifice for all sinners while dining with His disciples at the Last 
Supper. This parallels the animal sacrifices that were performed 
according to God’s commands in the Old Testament. The blood 
shed by the animals signified the removal of sin. In the New 
Testament, the cup of wine Christ shared with the disciples 
signified His shed blood when He was later crucified on the cross 
for our sins. During the supper He said, “This is my blood of the 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins” 
(Matthew 26:28; Revelation 1:5). Those who are now truly sorry 
for their sin and ask forgiveness through Jesus Christ receive 
forgiveness for their sin. Their relationship with God is then 
restored. No more animal sacrifices — Christ sacrificed Himself 
once and for all! 

More specifically, God would only look favorably on Christ’s 
sacrifice of Himself on a cross for our forgiveness if that sacrifice 
met certain guidelines. First, 1 Peter 2:24 says that Christ bore our 
sins in His body on the cross. God issued a command in 
Deuteronomy 21:22-23 that anyone convicted of a capital offense 
must be put to death and their body exposed on a pole (but not 
overnight). This seems like a hard punishment to endure, including 
shame for the family. However, God’s plan was to purge all evil in 
Israel in order to preserve the nation. Nevertheless, Christ was put 
to death and His body was exposed on a cross (pole). This means 
that all of our sins, no matter how severe they are, were aggregated 
onto Christ when He was put to death and hung on the cross. This 
satisfied God’s requirement to purge the stain of sin from our 
souls, since we identify with Christ’s sacrifice. 

Secondly, God looked favorably on Christ’s sacrifice for our 
sins because it was a perfect sacrifice without blemish. This 
mirrored the animal sacrifices in the Old Testament which could 
only be conducted if the animal was free from defect (Leviticus 
22:17-19). God would only look upon a “perfect” sacrifice or one 
without defect. Christ satisfied that requirement because He is 
perfect, without blemish or sin, being the Son of God Himself. 
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When we accept Christ’s act of sacrifice of dying on the cross, we 
too die to sin. The apostle Peter claimed that “He [Christ] bore our 
sins in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live 
for righteousness . . .” (1 Peter 2:24). The Greek word for die is 
apoginomai, which means to be separated from. Hence, the act of 
sacrifice on God’s part allows us to be separated from sin as well, 
including sinful living. The old manner of living, unchecked by 
God’s Spirit, was a life that was susceptible to unforgiven sin. Now 
that a person accepts Christ’s sacrifice for their sin, they now 
receive both the forgiveness of God and the separation from sin for 
their soul. 

In particular, this perfect sacrifice required the shedding of 
Christ’s blood. In the Old Testament, God’s Law required that an 
animal sacrifice be made for sin (Leviticus 4; Hebrews 9:22). The 
shedding of the blood from this sacrifice signaled the transfer of 
the penalty of sin from the individual to the shed blood of the 
animal, thus making an atonement for a person’s sin. In the New 
Testament, God made a new covenant for all people to make 
atonement for their sin through the shed blood of Jesus Christ, 
rather than an animal sacrifice. Jesus proclaimed that “This is my 
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 
forgiveness of sins” (Mathew 26:28; Ephesians 1:7). He made this 
prophecy to the disciples at the Last Supper before His crucifixion. 
Under the old covenant, people would have to sacrifice animals to 
cover their sins on a regular basis. With the new covenant, Christ’s 
shed blood was a one-time event that covered the sins of everyone 
who came to Him for forgiveness. Animal sacrifices would no 
longer be effective, since God himself (Christ) made a perfect 
sacrifice by giving Himself on the cross. 

There is no other sacrifice that can be made for our sins, 
except that of Jesus Christ. There are people who believe that they 
can atone for their sins by their good behavior. They believe that at 
the end of this life, when their souls pass from their physical 
bodies, God will see that they were good people in this life. They 
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then expect that God will grant them forgiveness for their sins and 
adopt them into His heavenly Kingdom forever. But God’s Word 
is clear that only the sacrifice of Jesus Christ will atone for our 
sins. The apostle Paul spoke these words to the people of Israel and 
the Gentiles at the synagogue in Pisidian Antioch: “Therefore, my 
friends, I want you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of 
sins is proclaimed to you. Through him everyone who believes is 
set free from every sin, a justification you were not able to obtain 
under the law of Moses” (Acts 13:38-39; italics mine). How we 
respond to God’s forgiveness and the sacrifice that Jesus Christ 
made on the cross for our sins is the sole justification that God will 
look at when our souls pass from this world. If we are penitent 
about our sins and accept Christ’s sacrifice on behalf of us, then 
we will be permitted to enter into the glorious presence of God for 
eternity. 


Benefits of Forgiveness 


King Hezekiah, when he was suffering from a serious illness, 
recalled the fact that God forgives sins. He said, ““You [God] have 
put all my sins behind your back” (Isaiah 38:17). The king’s 
motivation for this statement was his illness. But he wanted God to 
know that their relationship was intact because of his faithfulness 
to ask God for forgiveness of his sins. With their relationship 
intact, the king could receive whatever blessings God would 
provide according to His will, especially healing. King Hezekiah 
was a faithful leader, calling upon God in times of distress and 
humbly discharging the duties of his position in fear and respect of 
God. He had a penitent heart which caused him to utter those 
words indicating God’s forgiveness to those who are truly sorry in 
their hearts for their sin. In this case, King Hezekiah did receive 
God’s healing from his illness. 
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The Necessity for Forgiveness 
The Provision for Sin 


The sacrifice of Christ on the cross and the forgiveness we 
receive for our sins are really two concepts that go together. The 
apostle Paul noted this when he wrote the following words to the 
Colossians: “In whom [Christ] we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins” (Colossians 1:14). The word redemption 
comes from the Greek word apolytrosin which means a release 
brought about by paying a price or ransom.*° This is a reference to 
Christ’s suffering and death on the cross as a price paid or ransom 
for our sins which held us in bondage or separation from God. 
Christ’s suffering and death was a sacrifice, a divine and perfect 
sacrifice that was made for all those who would come to Him 
seeking forgiveness. 

The word forgiveness in this verse comes from the Greek 
word aphesis which means to release or send away.*! This refers to 
the sending away or releasing of our sins. Once God forgives us, 
He has released and sent our sins away. Our sins are no longer 
remembered by God. He does not harbor them or store them away 
somewhere. Our spiritual slates are wiped clean and God now sees 
us through the eyes of Jesus Christ. We have a clean, new start 
every time we confess our sins to God. It was necessary for us to 
first receive redemption if we are to receive forgiveness. The 
suffering and death of Christ on the cross was a prerequisite for us 
to receive God’s pardon for our sins. Only God, a perfect sacrifice, 
could die on the cross for sins and only God, a perfect and 
righteous judge, could release us from our sins; in effect, sending 
them away. 


49 Spiros Zodhiates and Warren Baker, eds., Hebrew-Greek Key Word 
Study Bible: Key Insights into God’s Word (Chattanooga, TN: AMG 
Publishers, 1996), 1591. 

4! Thid., 1596. 
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The Authority of Christ to Forgive 


The authority of Jesus Christ*” to forgive sins was exemplified 
in Mark 9:1-8. A paralyzed man was brought to Jesus. Jesus, being 
moved by the faith of the men carrying the man, said to the man 
“your sins are forgiven.” The teachers of the Old Testament law 
took exception to this statement because they believed that only 
God could forgive sins. Jesus countered by asking them if it was 
easier to forgive the man his sins or to tell him to take up his mat 
and walk. To the astonishment of the teachers, Jesus told the man 
to pick up his mat and go home, which he did. The same account is 
also recorded in Mark 2:1-9 and Luke 5:17-26. 

In another account, Jesus was invited to have dinner at a 
Pharisee’s house (John 7:36-50). A woman who lived a sinful life 
learned that Jesus would be at this house and brought an alabaster 
jar of perfume. She came from behind and wet Jesus’ feet with her 
tears, wiped them with her hair, and poured perfume on them. The 
Pharisee (Simon) who invited Jesus was surprised and perplexed at 
the woman’s behavior because of her past. Jesus told a parable 
about two people who owed money to a money lender. One of 
them owed a lot more than the other. The moneylender forgave 
both debts. Jesus asked the Pharisee which person would love him 
more. Simon responded the one who owed him more. Jesus made 
the connection between the person who owed a large debt and the 
woman who had a past history of sin. Jesus then turned to the 
woman and said, “Your sins are forgiven” (verse 48). This was an 
important account since it demonstrated that there is no sin too 
large for Christ’s forgiveness. It points to the fact that every person 
has an opportunity to come to Jesus Christ for forgiveness of their 
sins and eternal life no matter what their background is, provided 


42 The Son of God (who is God according to Hebrews 1:3). 
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they come to Him with a truly penitent and sorry heart for the sins 
they have committed as exemplified by the woman in this story. 


The Importance of Confession 


As we continue to live our daily lives, we occasionally 
become aware of accumulated sins, and we need to confess those 
to God as well and ask Him for forgiveness. So it is possible for an 
imperfect person to have a relationship with a perfect God, 
provided the person has gained forgiveness. This is how we are 
reconciled to God and continue to maintain a proper relationship 
with Him. Note that when we first come to Christ for forgiveness, 
God has not only assured us of forgiveness but also eternal life 
with Him. When God sees us in a state of forgiveness, He sees 
Christ’s crucifixion as the intercessory act and therefore the stain 
of sin is removed from us — we then have the promise of spending 
eternal life with God. Nothing can remove the promise of eternal 
life, even if we subsequently fall into sin. But we should repent and 
ask Him for forgiveness for those sins to maintain a proper 
relationship with Him. 

Forgiveness of sins is arguably the most important dynamic 
between two people or between a person and God. As noted 
earlier, sin separates a person from God and therefore presents a 
problem in the relationship. The same is true for sin between two 
people: it has an impact upon the relationship until it is somehow 
dealt with. We know how we feel when we have offended someone 
or when we have been offended. It puts a damper on the 
relationship. We may even feel cautious around that person 
because there is unconfessed and unforgiven sin. Matthew 18:15 
tells us that we should go to the person that either offended us or 
we may have offended. We should then confess our sin and make 
an apology or express to that person that we were offended. We 
need to do it in a gracious way to show the other person that we 
still love them. This act of forgiving or receiving forgiveness 
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restores our relationship with others. The same is true with our 
relationship with God. 


A Change of One’s Heart 


One of the disciples at the Last Supper, Peter, later proclaimed 
the same message after Jesus Christ ascended into heaven at the 
day of Pentecost (40 days after Christ ascended into heaven) in 
Acts 2. On this particular day, God poured out His Spirit on the 
crowd and each one spoke in a different tongue (language). Peter 
explained to those in the crowd who were bewildered that God 
raised Jesus from the dead and poured out, as promised, His Holy 
Spirit. The crowd was receptive to Peter and asked what they 
should do. Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized every one of 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins” (Acts 
2:38; italics mine). The word repent here comes from the Greek 
word metanoeo which means to have a moral change in one’s life 
resulting in an affinity or desire for the things of God.*? They 
basically had a change of heart and Peter’s suggestion of baptism, 
was a public demonstration of this change by being dipped in a 
pool of water. This cleansing with water signified the washing that 
takes place in one’s soul after God forgives that person for their 
sin. The main point here is that in order for a person to receive 
forgiveness from God, they must have a change of heart (and 
remorse) for their sin nature and a willingness to subscribe to 
God’s Word. Peter made similar proclamations in Acts 3:19; 5:31, 
and 10:43. This whole event with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
and the speaking in a different language was to point those in the 
crowd toward repentance and forgiveness for their sin. 


43 Spiros Zodhiates and Warren Baker, eds., Hebrew-Greek Key Word 
Study Bible: Key Insights into God’s Word (Chattanooga, TN: AMG 
Publishers, 1996), 1651. 
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Forgiving Others 


However, this forgiveness is contingent upon forgiving others. 
If we truly have a penitent heart, then God can work with us. Jesus 
Christ indicated that “If you forgive other people when they sin 
against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you 
do not forgive others their sin, your Father will not forgive your 
sins” (Matthew 6:14-15). Forgiveness operates in a_ pristine 
environment. If there is unforgiven sin between two people, then 
that blocks God’s forgiveness. A person must ensure that their soul 
is “clean” with other people before God can provide His 
cleanliness or forgiveness. The book of Mark describes it more as 
an enabling function: “And when you stand praying, if you hold 
anything against anyone, forgive them, so that our Father in heaven 
may forgive your sins” (Mark 11:25; Luke 11:4). When we forgive 
others, it enables God to forgive us. Any blockage that exists in our 
relationships is then removed so that God can make our souls clean 
again. Since this is a spiritual act which occurs from the heart, this 
is the place where another’s debt is released or forgiven. We must 
forgive others from our heart. That is where God’s forgiveness also 
occurs. 


Spreading the Message 


The apostle Paul appeared much later than the original 
disciples. Paul and his co-workers were involved with spreading 
the gospel message throughout Asia Minor. Paul spoke at the 
synagogue at Pisidian Antioch, encouraging the Jews there about 
Jesus Christ. At one point he said, “Therefore, my friends, I want 
you to know that through Jesus the forgiveness of sins is 
proclaimed to you. Through him everyone who believes is set free 
from every sin, a justification you were not able to obtain under the 
law of Moses” (Acts 13:38-39; italics mine). This type of 
forgiveness is more than just saying “excuse me.” It actually 
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removes the stain of sin from a person’s soul so that that person is 
no longer encumbered by it. It allows the person to go through life 
without carrying this burden. Paul even told the believers at 
Colossae that God removes the legal indebtedness of sin: “He 
[Christ] forgave us all our sins, having canceled the charge of our 
legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he 
has taken it away, nailing it to the cross” (Colossians 2:13-14). 

Coming to Christ with sorrow and repentance over sin is not a 
secret. After Jesus Christ was crucified, died, and was buried, He 
rose in bodily form from the grave. Before He ascended into 
heaven He told His disciples, “The Messiah will suffer and rise 
from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem” (Luke 24:46-47; italics mine). This is not a private 
issue, but a public one. Christ’s message of forgiveness is 
proclaimed to everyone. What is also interesting is that this 
proclamation started at Jerusalem, which is locally. This is the 
mandate for all local churches: proclaim Jesus’ forgiveness of sins 
to the local community. I researched this concept in my doctoral 
thesis and published the book, New Testament Evangelism: How It 
Is Practiced in Southeastern Massachusetts and Rhode Island 
(https://www.amazon.com/New-Testament-Evangelism- 
Southeastern-Massachusetts- 
ebook/dp/B0761N6B65/ref=sr_1_31?keywords=paul+lagasse&qid 
=1578090950&sr=8-31). Although written for my doctoral thesis, 
this book spells out the concepts and importance of sharing the 
gospel of Christ to those around us in the local community. 

God provided witnesses who went forth proclaiming the fact 





that only through Jesus Christ is there forgiveness of sins. In 
addition to the twelve disciples, John the Baptist was sent by God 
(Malachi 3:1) preaching a message of forgiveness of sins: “I will 
send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way — a 
voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the 
Lord, make straight paths for him’” (Mark 1:2-4). Not only did 
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Jesus Christ proclaim Himself to be the forgiver of sins, but others 
proclaimed Him as well. We too, as part of the Christian Church, 
share the responsibility of being a witness to Jesus Christ. We do 
so implicitly by making decisions and living our lives according to 
God’s Word. We can also witness explicitly by sharing the news 
about Christ’s forgiveness for our sins to others. 

The apostle Paul was dispatched by Christ upon _ his 
conversion to Christianity. Paul was on his way to Damascus to 
arrest Christians when he was knocked off of his horse with what 
seemed to be a bolt of lightning according to those who were with 
him. A voice said, “Saul [Paul’s previous name], Saul, why do you 
persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” Paul 
inquired as to who was speaking and received this reply: 


I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. Now get up and stand on 
your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as 
a witness [italics mine] of what you have seen and will see of me. I 
will rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am 
sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness 
to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may 
receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are 
sanctified by faith in me (Acts 26:9-18). 


Paul’s conversion was not just for himself, he was actually 
converted so that he would be used by God as a witness to both 
Jews and Gentiles two thousand years ago and ever since then. In 
fact, Paul was the author of several books in the New Testament as 
a result of the letters that he sent to other people. Paul was (and 
still is through the books he authored in God’s Word) a strong 
witness to the fact that Jesus Christ provided forgiveness of sins. 
Paul was a role model for what the local churches should be doing 
today. The mandate for a person to receive forgiveness from Christ 
and enter into a new relationship was not just for Paul himself, but 
for all those around him. The same mandate applies to the Church 
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today and all believers. They are now witnesses for Christ to those 
in the local neighborhoods and businesses. 

The apostle Peter was a witness for Christ as well. After Jesus 
Christ rose from the dead and ascended into heaven, Peter had an 
occasion at the day of Pentecost (50 days after the Passover) to 
witness about Christ in the presence of many Jews who had 
gathered for the occasion (Acts 2). The disciples (Galileans) who 
were with Paul were filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking 
in tongues. The Jews who assembled from other regions for 
Pentecost then heard the disciples speaking in their languages: 


Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking 
Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native 
language? Parthians, Medes and _ Elamites; residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from 
Rome . . . Cretans and Arabs — we hear them declaring the wonders 
of God in our own tongues!” (Acts 2:7-11) 


During this discourse, Peter laid claim to the fact that King 
David prophesied the resurrection of the Messiah and that Jesus 
Christ is the fulfillment of that prophesy — even the Messiah 
Himself. Peter indicated that he was a witness to Christ’s death on 
the cross for our sins and the subsequent resurrection to conquer 
death. All the Jews who gathered asked what they should do. Peter 
replied, “Repent [of your sins] and be baptized every one of you, in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins” (Acts 
2:38). We too, should heed the testimony of Peter and recognize 
Christ’s forgiveness for our sins and proclaim the same to others! 

As Peter spent time with some of the Jews at Cornelius’s 
house in Caesarea, he proclaimed not only about Christ’s 
forgiveness of sins, but also that “all the prophets testify about him 
[Christ] that everyone who believes in him received forgiveness of 
sin through his name” (Acts 10:43). These prophets, who predated 
Peter, were written about in numerous Old Testament books. One 
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example is in the book of Isaiah. In chapter 53, Isaiah prophesied 
that Christ “was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for 
our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 
and by his wounds we are healed . . . he bore the sin of many, and 
made intercession for the transgressors” (Isaiah 53:5, 12). This 
prophecy emphasized these underlying themes in the Old 
Testament: (1) the preservation of the nation of Israel with respect 
to God, and (2) the foreshadow of the coming of Jesus Christ, Who 
would provide forgiveness of sin for all who would come to Him. 
Peter not only proclaimed Christ in the first century A.D., but he 
pointed back to the Old Testament prophets who foretold about 
Christ many centuries before Christ’s birth. 

Finally, Jesus indicated that preaching forgiveness of sins will 
be done everywhere. As two disciples were walking to Emmaus, 
the post-resurrected Jesus appeared to them. He indicated that all 
things prophesied about Himself must be fulfilled. He then told 
them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise 
from the dead on the third day, and repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem” (Luke 24:46-47). The phrase, “beginning at Jerusalem” 
refers to local preaching. That is, preaching will be done first 
locally in Jerusalem and then spread to the rest of the world. There 
is a concept in local churches today that preaching Christ’s 
message must be done in other countries, rather than in the local 
community. I have observed that local churches are reluctant to tell 
others in the local community for two reasons: either (1) they are 
fearful of how others might respond when they share the message, 
or (2) local church leadership is lacking in this area. Clearly, in 
obedience to Luke 24:46-47 listed above, we are to share Christ’s 
message of forgiveness of sins with those that live and work in our 
local community before we share it with the other parts of the 
world. 
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5 FAITH IN CHRIST 


When it comes to a relationship with someone, forgiveness is 
an important step in repairing the relationship. However, the 
maintenance and continuance of a relationship is based on the faith 
one has in someone else. Merriam-Webster“ 
definitions for the word faith: 


provides three 


1. Allegiance to a person 
2. Belief and trust, especially when there is no proof 
3. Belief in someone with strong conviction 


Think about someone who is special to you. Would you be willing 
to apply these three definitions to that person? Does that make 
sense? This type of faith is what keeps marriages intact. We simply 
apply forgiveness as necessary, and then we subscribe to 
allegiance, trust, and a strong conviction towards that person. 


44 “Merriam-Webster Since 1828,” Merriam-Webster, accessed May 22, 
2020, https://www.merriam-webster.com/. 
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In a similar fashion, we can have an allegiance, trust, and 
strong conviction towards Jesus Christ and His Word as well. 
Edward Connell puts it this way, "Faith is but a whole-soul trust in 
God's word as true. When God says something, it is true, for God 
cannot lie; and when man reposes in God's word, he has faith."* In 
fact, we could argue that our faith in Christ and His Word is 
stronger than our faith in a person because of Christ’s 
demonstrated attributes (e.g. His creation of all things and His 
death on the cross for our sins). These attributes are available from 
or attainable through no other channels. The decision is quite 
simple for us. Are we willing to have faith in Christ and His Word? 


Literary Evidence 
The Council of Nicea 


The Council of Nicea was organized in 325 A.D. by the 
Roman Emperor Constantine, who was a Christian. The Council 
was arguably the best collection of ministers in the known world 
(Europe, Asia, and Africa) at that time. The comprehensive list of 
ministers included Christian ministers from these groups of people: 
Syrians, Cilicians, Phoenicians, Arabians, Palestinians, Egyptians, 
Thebans, Lybians, Persians, Scythians, Galatians, Pamphylians, 
Cappadocians, Phrygians, Thracians, Macedonians, Achaians, 
Epirotes, and Spaniards.*° This Council sought to make definitions 
and encapsulate Christian doctrine as suitable for the Christian 
Church. The source for this creed was God’s Word. Their 
collaboration is important here because it gives credibility to 


8 Edward John Connell, An Introduction to Christian Apologetics (Grand 
Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1948), 66. 

46 Alexander Penrose Forbes, A Short Explanation of the Nicene Creed: 
For The Use of Persons Beginning The Study of Theology, 2" ed., 
(London: Messrs. Parker and Co., 1852), 4. 
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what faith in Christ is all about. Here is the portion of the Creed 
of Nicea that speaks of Jesus Christ: 


... And in One Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, Begotten of His 
Father, the Only-Begotten, that is, of the Substance of the Father, 
God of God, Light of Light, True God of True God. Begotten not 
made; being of one Substance with the Father, by Whom all things 
both in Heaven and on earth were made. Who for us men and for 
our salvation came down, and was incarnate, and was made Man; 
suffered and rose the third day; ascended into the Heavens; shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. . .*” 


What is important to note here is: (1) the collective faith of all of 
these church ministers, and (2) the depth of their faith. The 
following statements can be made about Jesus Christ from the 
Creed given above. 


Jesus Christ: 


1. “Is One Lord.” There is only One Lord Jesus Christ who is 
supreme over the heavens and the earth. There are no other 
Gods or any beings that can compete with Him or exist at 
His level. 

2. “Is One Lord.” Jesus Christ is supreme over every 
circumstance in all of creation. As Lord of all, all creation 
is subservient to Him. 

3. “Is The Son of God.” Jesus Christ exists as one 
manifestation of God (in addition to the manifestations of 
God the Father and God the Holy Spirit). Thus, there are 
three manifestations of God, but still just one God. 

4. “Is Begotten of His Father.” These three manifestations of 
God have a direct relationship with each other. The 


‘7 Tbid., 8. 
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relationship of Jesus Christ is one of a Son to God the 
Father. 

“Is The Only-Begotten”’ (the Substance of the Father — see 
below). No one else can claim the divine relationship that 
Jesus Christ has with God the Father. 

“Is God of God.” God is self-identifying with Himself. 
There are no other additives or descriptions that exemplify 
who Jesus Christ (God) is. He is an entity to Himself. No 
one is higher than Him and no one is on the same level as 
He is. 

“Is Light of Light.” This is a metaphor for Jesus Christ’s 
goodness. His goodness also self-identifies who He is. 

“Is True God of True God.” Jesus Christ is divinely 
authentic, not by our imperfect standards, but by His 
perfect standard (His Word). 

“Is Begotten not made.” Jesus Christ is patterned after God 
the Father so that we can relate to Him. 

“Is Begotten not made.” Jesus Christ was not created, but 
being God, always existed, even as a baby in the virgin 
Mary’s womb. 

“Ts One Substance with the Father.” There is only one Lord 
Jesus Christ who is supreme over heaven and the earth. 
There are no other Gods or any being that can compete 
with Him or exist at His level. 

“Is One Substance with the Father.” Jesus Christ exists as 
the same God as God the Father. 

‘Whom all things both in Heaven and on earth were 
made.” As One with God the Father and God the Holy 
Spirit, Jesus Christ (God the Son) always existed and all 
things were created through Him and by Him. 

“Who for us men [and women] and for our salvation came 
down.” With the advent of Adam and Eve, sin entered the 
world. All of us inherited this sin nature and are 
condemned to eternal damnation (in a suffering state in the 
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lake of fire separated from God). In order to be saved from 
this eternal condition, salvation (noun for being saved from 
this eternal suffering state) was provided to all who repent 
of their sin and trust in the sacrifice that Jesus Christ made 
for them by dying on the cross for our sins. 

“Who for us men [and women] and for our salvation came 
down.” This is a figurative phrase indicating that Jesus 
Christ, Who always exists in the heavenly realm, also 
“came down” into the human realm. That is, He was born 
of a virgin birth and lived for over thirty-three years, 
conducting His ministry during the last three years of His 
physical life. He was then crucified on the cross for our 
sins. 

“Was Incarnate.” Jesus Christ was present in a bodily 
form when joining the human realm while still retaining 
His position as God. 

“Was made Man.” Jesus Christ was born into this world as 
a baby from a divine virgin birth. 

“Suffered.” Jesus Christ was tortured and then crucified on 
a cross to bear our sins. He took our punishment upon 
Himself and became the sacrifice for our sins — all because 
He loves us. 

‘Rose the third day.” Jesus Christ’s body was placed in a 
tomb after His crucifixion. After three days, His Spirit re- 
entered His physical body. He left the tomb, physically, and 
was seen later by many including His disciples. 

‘Ascended into the Heavens.” Forty days after His 
Resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ rose up into 
Heaven in the presence of His disciples. This was a 
physical act only, since His Spirit (the Holy Spirit) is still 
present everywhere including in the hearts of those that 
repent of their sins and put their faith in Him. 

‘Shall come to judge the quick and the dead.” At the 
end of this age (the time allotted for the human race), every 
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soul that ever lived will come into the presence of Jesus 
Christ. He will judge and pronounce a sentence in terms of 
destination for each soul — either eternity in Heaven with 
Himself or in Hell. His determination will be based on a 
person’s regard for Him while they were alive on this earth. 
If they were sorry for their sins and accepted Christ’s 
forgiveness, they will enter Heaven. 


These attributes of Jesus Christ were fixated on the hearts of those 
ministers at the Council of Nicea. It is conclusive that these 
ministers had an allegiance, trust, and a strong conviction towards 
Jesus Christ and His Word. These ministers were the experts of 
their day. Should this give credence to us that Jesus Christ is 
worthy of our faith and trust? 

From Item #13 in the list above (“*Whom all things both in 
Heaven and on earth were made’), all things were created 
through and by Jesus Christ (remember He is one of the three 
manifestations of God). Some may doubt and attempt to refute this, 
but they have no scientific basis to do so. I have often felt that if 
for a moment evolution were true, then why don’t we see an 
animal that is a half dog and a half cat? The animal kingdom is 
made up of various groups of species. A specie is a reproductively 
separate group of animals. That is, an offspring must be able to 
mature and reproduce another animal with the same characteristics. 
That is why cats are a separate species from dogs, because their 
offspring have the characteristics of cats. Furthermore, the 
complexity of animals and humans lends itself to creationism. 
Renowned scientists Hugh Ross, Michael Behe and Philip Johnson 
argued that a complex organism like the eye is too complex to have 
evolved from sequential evolutionary steps.** There are just too 
many complexities in our human bodies to allow any type of 


48 Steve Warren, "DNA Discovery Reveals All Humans Descended from 
an 'Adam and Eve' after Cataclysm", cbnnews.com, 11/27/18, downloaded 
12/1/18. 
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morphing or evolving. Only a Creator (Jesus Christ) could 
accomplish such a task. I bring out this point regarding Item #13, 
because it provides credence for the other twenty items in the list. 
If Jesus Christ is truly the Creator as listed in Item #13, then why 
can’t He also provide forgiveness for our sins and salvation for our 
souls as listed in Item #14? 


Faith is the Foundation for Forgiveness 


This brings us to one conclusion: do we really believe in Jesus 
Christ? Is He just a person who lived about 2000 years ago? Is He 
really God? Did He really die on the cross for our sins? Our faith 
in Christ determines our ability to ask Him for forgiveness of 
sins. If we are lacking in our faith in Him, then seeking forgiveness 
for our sins and establishing or re-establishing our relationship 
with Him is fruitless. John Moment claims, "From the beginning 
ye must be made over, reconstruct the very presuppositions of your 
thinking and turn your moralities inside out."*? The real genesis of 
our faith, however, begins with God” - but we must also respond 
to Him. We now have a new way of thinking. Our ethical and 
moral thoughts and behaviors are changed. We react to God’s 
Word in absolute submission. That is why Jesus told Nicodemus 
that he must be “born again” (Matthew 3:21). When we initially 
come to Christ for forgiveness of our sins and are truly sorry, we 
are not just saying “please forget about this sin,” but we are really 
saying, “I am a sinner, and I not only ask for your forgiveness, but 
a new way of life in Jesus Christ.” It is a total submission of 
ourselves to God. In order for us to operate with a divine God, 


# John J. Moment, Faith in Christ (New York, NY: Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1917), 107. 

© God is the orchestrator of our faith. The apostle Paul claimed that, “For 
it is by grace you are saved, through faith - and this not from yourselves, it 
is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast” (Ephesians 2:8- 
9). 
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we must abdicate our human selves so that we can receive His 
forgiveness and His blessings. That is what true faith really is. 
Albert Belden summed it up this way: 


If I trust in the chair I put my weight upon it; if I believe in Christ I 
put my weight upon Him. I take Him in earnest as the Guide and 
Leader of all my activities of thought and life, accepting the 
consequences. It is that practical surrender to Christ as the last word 
about life which is ‘saving faith,’ the irreducible minimum of 
Christian belief.>! 


Will there be times when we question our faith? Certainly! 
After all, we are only human. We should not be ashamed if we 
analyze our situation to determine if we have enough faith. God 
fully understands our situation, since He created us and sees 
everything that is going on. After analyzing our faith, we should 
come to the conclusion that we are relying on God Himself and not 
ourselves for our faith. Sarah Wilson asked, “How do we know if 
we have enough faith?” Her position is that if we are looking to 
ourselves, then we are certainly lost. Hope (faith) is only possible 
in God Himself.** God has our backs. If we truly understand who 
we have faith in, then we know that we will not be left stranded 
emotionally, physically, and spiritually. 


Biblical Evidence 


Having faith in Jesus Christ is the crux of Christianity. It is the 
focal point for anyone having a relationship with God. It takes a 
certain level of faith for us to trust in a close relative or someone 
we love. These are people that we can see with our own eyes. 


5! Albert D. Belden, "The One Indispensable Belief," Review & Expositor 
28, no. | (Jan 1931), 28. 

>? Sarah Hinlicky Wilson, "What's His is Ours: Christ's Righteousness 
Belongs to Those Who Receive by Faith God's Promise of Forgiveness," 
Christianity Today 56, no. 8 (September 2012) 35. 
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However, we cannot see God with our physical eyes. Therefore, it 
takes a special kind of faith to trust in God. In the previous section, 
it was noted that God first loved us. He did so by sending His Son 
Jesus Christ to die on the cross for our sins. This is the assurance 
from God that He loves us. This understanding makes it easier for 
us to have faith in Him. 


What is Faith? 


Hebrews 11:1 says that “faith is confidence in what we hope 
for and assurance about what we do not see.” There are two parts 
to the definition in that sentence. First, we must have confidence in 
what we hope for. This is more that wishing that something will 
happen. When we say that we have confidence in something we 
hope for, we are actually placing our trust in it. For example, when 
our souls pass from these bodies, we trust that we will then be in 
the presence of God through the blood of Jesus Christ for eternity. 
We are confident about that. There is no doubt — it is a closed 
subject. 

The second part of the definition in the previous verse is that 
faith is the assurance about what we do not see. This is not 
something mystical such as magic arts. Rather, it means that God’s 
universe covers both the physical and the invisible. That is why He 
can take our invisible souls from these physical bodies and place 
them in His invisible presence forever. The confidence we hope for 
and the assurance about what we do not see occurs right now as 
well as for eternity. Galatians 2:20 says, “I have been crucified 
with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I 
now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave himself for me” (italics mine). We have confidence 
and assurance because Christ lives in us. Once we have established 
a relationship with Him through the confession and forgiveness of 
our sins, He then is inside us. He is not just a Deity that lives up 


111 


PAUL LAGASSE 


above the clouds — He lives inside the souls of those of us who 
now have a relationship with Him. That is assurance. 


The Beginning of Faith 


But faith first starts by hearing the message. Somehow, 
somewhere, and probably through someone else, we hear the 
message that Jesus Christ died for our sins. This author first heard 
the message from an audiotape from a pastor that a co-worker was 
playing. Later on in ministry, this author also shared the message 
with about 1,000 homeowners in East Providence, Rhode Island. 
You see, in order for us to have an opportunity to place our faith in 
Christ we must first receive the message (and later on, share it with 
others). Paul wrote to the Romans these words, “Consequently, 
faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard 
through the word about Christ” (Romans 10:17). This verse speaks 
to the importance of hearing the message, but it also highlights that 
the message is heard through the Word. References to the Bible 
throughout this book have been made as the Word of God. No 
matter how we reference it (i.e. the Bible or the Word of God), we 
are dealing with God’s spoken Word through the prophets and 
apostles. At the onset of this book, the pre-condition was made that 
the Word of God is divine, perfect, and inerrant. We must 
understand that we cannot misinterpret or make it say anything we 
want. We have to treat it for what it is and humble ourselves to it 
instead of trying to misinterpret it for our own desires. Once we 
accept it, out of humility, we are then ready to place our faith in it 
and Jesus Christ, who is the Object of the Word. We must have a 
clear, basic understanding of the Word, because this is how many 
people receive it (i.e. by hearing the message). 

Our faith in Christ and His Word is something that resides 
within us. Once we have repented of our sins and accepted Christ’s 
forgiveness, our souls have an eternal relationship and eternal life 
with Christ. But our mind is where faith comes into play. We are 
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still human and have human tendencies and thoughts. In our daily 
walk in this life, we are either drawing closer to Christ or further 
away from Him. This is based on how regular we pray and read 
God’s Word. But our overall mental state when it comes to God 
has to do with our faith. Our faith tells us that Christ is within us (2 
Corinthians 13:5). Once we have a relationship with Christ as 
described above, He is always with us. Our faith reminds us that 
He is here; it reminds us of His presence and relationship with us. 


True Faith 


On several occasions, I have come into contact with someone 
who believes that they are a “good person” and that the good 
works they do will “earn” their way into heaven. Certainly, their 
intentions are sincere. But what we think is the path to heaven and 
what God has determined may be two different things. Our 
justification, or right to enter into heaven, is not based on what we 
do because we are imperfect beings. We cannot accumulate 
enough good deeds because the threshold is so high that it requires 
perfection, not imperfection. That is why Jesus Christ is our 
advocate in this case. When we confess our sins and trust Him and 
His Word as the most important thing in our lives, God the Father 
sees the perfect Jesus Christ living in us rather than our imperfect 
selves. We are then justified by faith in Jesus Christ. The apostle 
Paul instructed the people in Galatia using these words, “So we, 
too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by 
faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because by the 
works of the law no one will be justified” (Galatians 2:16). We 
have to get this right because Jesus Christ is the only way for us to 
go to heaven. 

The works of the law that Paul mentioned here refers to the 
Old Testament law as recorded in the Torah, or the first five books 
of the Old Testament. The Israelites lived according to these laws 
(which included animal sacrifices for the remission of sins) since 
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they were a new nation of people, carefully protected by God. 
God’s plan always has been to regard the nation of Israel as His 
people. He fed them, He protected them, and He disciplined them. 
However, God had a plan for the entire human race and the 
implementation of this plan was Jesus Christ. Now that faith in 
Jesus Christ results in justification for sin and a path to heaven, the 
Israelites are no longer under justification by animal sacrifices. 
Paul further instructed the Galatians as follows: “So the law was 
our guardian until Christ came that we might be justified by faith. 
Now that this faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian” 
(Galatians 3:24-25). 


Christ is Trustworthy 


Christ was not just a man or just a prophet. He is God the Son. 
The sacrifice of His own body on the cross for our sins was a 
divine sacrifice, not a human sacrifice. In that sacrifice, Christ took 
upon Himself the sins of all people. Only a perfect God could 
handle the sins of so many people. When He died on the cross, He 
put to death all of our sins so that sin would not reign in us nor 
would it separate us from Him. In fact, with the stain of sin 
removed from our souls we have eternal life with Him. The apostle 
Paul declared that “God presented Christ as a sacrifice of 
atonement, through the shedding of his blood — to be received by 
faith’ (Romans 3:25; italics mine). Having a relationship with 
Jesus Christ and ensuring that we have a gateway to heaven means 
that we must receive Christ’s forgiveness for our sins by faith. It is 
something He provided, but we must each individually receive it 
ourselves. We cannot earn it or pay for it; we must only accept it 
by faith. Paul clarified this to the Ephesians: “For it is by grace you 
have been saved, through faith — and this is not from yourselves, it 
is the gift of God — not by works, so that no one can boast” 
(Ephesians 2:8-9). 
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The Regularity of Faith 


This reminder works in us every day. It governs the way we 
live our lives. Knowing that God forgives us, loves us, is 
concerned about us, and helps us, gives us the confidence we need 
to make proper decisions and to take right actions. The apostle 
Paul was a Pharisee (a very strict Jewish sect) before He came to 
Christ. Not knowing Christ, he persecuted Christians on a regular 
basis. After his conversion to Christianity, he was a pioneer in 
sharing the Word about Jesus Christ to surrounding areas. He 
realized the perfection and power of God’s Word in peoples’ lives, 
because that is what he experienced. He wrote to the Galatians 
these words, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer 
live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live 
by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for 
me” (Galatians 2:20). Our faith in Christ governs our decisions and 
daily actions. With all that God offers, how can we pass up an 
opportunity to be on His side daily? 

Our faith does govern how we think and act, but it also gives 
us a new identification. Up until we came to Jesus Christ out of 
repentance, we had no one in this world who we could trust 
completely. Now, our faith firmly identifies us with Jesus Christ. 
That is the basic definition of a Christian — one who places their 
faith and trust in Jesus Christ. The apostle Paul described this so 
eloquently to the Galatians: 


So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all 
of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with 
Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor 
is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you 
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according 
to the promise (Galatians 3:26-29). 


What Paul is saying here is that we have a new perception based 
on our faith in Jesus Christ. We no longer operate on the 
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perceptions and norms of this world. In God’s Kingdom (the 
kingdom of believers on this earth and in heaven), all souls are 
treated equally and are not distinguishable by nationality, color, or 
sex. The characteristics that are noticeable in the secular world are 
not noticeable in God’s Kingdom. This is because all Christians 
identify or belong to Jesus Christ. We are His, and no one can 
separate us from Him — never! 

Faith appears as something we must ascribe to, something that 
we have to do in order to have a relationship with Jesus Christ. It is 
true, that a relationship requires the participation of both people. 
We do make a conscious decision to trust Jesus Christ and His 
Word. However, God is working His power in our relationship as 
well. The apostle Paul encouraged the Ephesians with these words, 
“T pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with 
power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith” (Ephesians 3:16-17; see also 
Galatians 3:14, 22). The goal here is that “Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith.” But to attain that goal, “he [God] may 
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being.” 
God the Father strengthens us by His power through God the Holy 
Spirit. It is clear that our faith depends on God’s power working 
through the Holy Spirit that resides in us. Without God’s power, 
we could not possibly have faith in Jesus Christ. The good news is 
that God wants to empower us in our faith. He is willing that all 
will come to Him. Notice also in the first verse where Paul said, “I 
pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you .. .” 
(italics mine). This shows the intercessory nature of believers. 
Paul, like us, prayed for the faith of others. We can pray not only 
that others will put their trust in Jesus Christ and His Word, but 
that God also will strengthen them in faith with His power through 
the Holy Spirit. 
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6 ETERNAL LIFE 


The process that this book has discussed: the nature of sin, the 
eternal ramification of sin, the sacrifice for sin, forgiveness of sin, 
and faith in Christ, leads us to our final destiny: eternal life. Not 
much is discussed in everyday living about this topic. Of course, 
people are busy with their lives — education, jobs, families, etc. But 
our journey on this earth is a short period of time compared with 
our final eternal destiny. Hopefully we will all adhere to the 
principles discussed here which are based on God’s Word because 
they lead to eternal life. 

God does not expect us to ignore the pleasures of this life — 
after all, He is the one who created everything so He expects us to 
enjoy life. But He also does not want us to lose sight of our 
relationship and eternal life with Him. What is eternal life like with 
God? It is not something we can easily describe from our 
perspective because it is not of this world. It does not reside in the 
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physical domain as we know it, but the spiritual. Our souls which 
inhabit our bodies in this life will inhabit the Kingdom of God to 
forever be with Him. 


Literary Evidence 


Perhaps the kernel and the seed analogy can be used to 
understand what it is like having our souls inhabit these physical 
bodies. Those of us who are gardeners know that planting a seed 
and waiting for the kernel to break through the shell of the seed is 
just the beginning of what will be a plant. I grow green beans in 
my garden. Over the course of a few weeks, I enjoy watching the 
kernel break through the shell of the seed. Once it breaks through 
the shell and develops into a stem, it grows into a mature plant 
developing leaves and then green beans. 


Eternal Life Has Already Started 


In a similar fashion, before we came to Christ and His Word, 
our souls were “asleep” in our bodies. We were awake, even for 
many years, but we did not have a relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Then one day, we heard about Christ’s sacrifice for our sins. We 
confessed our sins and asked Him for forgiveness and endeavored 
to follow Him and His Word forever. That is when our souls came 
alive and began to grow in God’s Word. The soul is like the kernel 
breaking through the shell to produce a harvest. Our souls then 
continue to grow as they are prepared for eternal life.°* The staple 
or nourishment for the growth of our souls both now and for 
eternal life is God’s Word.™4 The building up of our souls will 


%3 Wirt Dexter Bingham, What is Eternal Life? (San Francisco, CA: The 
Stanley-Taylor Company, 1910), 27. 
4 Thid., 42. 
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continue until He takes us home with Him. When we are with Him, 
we will see Him in all His glory and enjoy being in His Presence 
forever. 

Many think that eternal life starts when our souls exit our 
bodies. In the previous paragraph, it is noted that our souls come 
alive when we confess our sins, accept Christ’s forgiveness, and 
follow Him and His Word. Our souls are actually then “welded” 
with God.*° That moment is the beginning of eternal life for our 
souls. Eternal life for our souls starts while we are still in these 
physical bodies. The same is true for the kernel inside the seed — its 
life starts when it is energized. That’s how it is able to break 
through the shell! John Stevenson put it more clearly: “The soul 
goes to God: but it must have previously been of God. It must have 
had the eternal life abiding in it; otherwise, at its separation from 
the body, it must pass into eternal death.”>’ 


The Guarantee of Eternal Life 


How can we be sure of this? Do we know for sure that our 
eternal life begins in this physical life and then continues on once 
we pass from these physical bodies? We make bank transfers and 
trust the people who develop the technology that these transactions 
will be completed properly. If we trust mere mortals with bank 
transfers then can we trust God with the transfer of our souls? 
A.W. Pitzer viewed the confidence we have in this life with each 
other compared to our confidence in God: 


Yet the moment we speak of confidence, trust in God, men at once 
declare their inability to comprehend the meaning of this faith. But 
the faith in its essence as a human act is the same; the personal 


5 M_J. Griffith, The Cross of Christ (New York, NY: D.A.J. Sadlier & 
Company, 1886), 222. 

% Bingham, What is Eternal Life? 75. 

57 John Stevenson, Christ on the Cross (1846; repr., Vestavia Hills, AL: 
Solid Ground Christian Books, 2016), 266. 
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object is different. In the one case it is our fellowman; in the other, 
it is God. If a man is able to know what it is to have confidence in a 
fellow-mortal, surely he should have no difficulty in knowing what 
confidence in God means.”® 


If we are sincere when we make an honest confession to Christ, 
then His Spirit empowers our spirit to have confidence in His 
Word. We then have the confidence that our eternal life has started 
and will continue beyond this physical life. 


Our Existence in Eternal Life 


What form shall we be when our souls depart these physical 
bodies is not clear from God’s Word. Certainly, God knows what 
our form will be like, it’s just not made clear to us yet. Perhaps we 
cannot fully understand it in human terms. The apostle John 
subscribes to this: “Dear friends, we are children of God, and what 
we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when 
Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is” 
(1 John 3:2). One form of resemblance is that both God and our 
souls are all spirits. They do not have a physical form, but a 
transcendent form that we cannot fully understand. Medicine has 
identified the physical components of our bodies in minute detail, 
but there is no manual that can describe how our souls inhabit our 
bodies or what their appearance is. What’s more, we cannot 
describe how the soul is transported from our bodies when our 
bodies can no longer inhabit them. We know the transport brings 
us to Christ, but the form of our spirit (and His) cannot be 
described right now in human terms. 

The other type of resemblance our spirits have with God is our 
family relationship. Note from the previous paragraph that John 
described us as children of God. Since we are part of God’s family, 


8 A.W. Pitzer, Confidence in Christ: or, Faith that Saves (Philadelphia, 
PA: Presbyterian Board of Publication and Sabbath-School Work, 1888), 
18-19. 
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it stands to reason that we shall be like Him in the form of our 
spirits. When we first confessed our sins, received Christ’s 
forgiveness, and put our faith in Him, we became children of God. 
This means that are spirits were transformed into a spirit that is like 
His in its form. Children have a resemblance to their parents, 
therefore, our spirits resemble God’s spirit in its form.*? This does 
not mean that we become gods or are put on the same level as God. 
It just means that our spirits have the same form as His. He is still 
sovereign over everything. Jesus put it this way, “So you also, 
when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, 
‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done our duty’” (Luke 
17:10). 

When Jesus prayed for all believers, He used these words, 
“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, 
and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you 
loved me before the creation of the world” (John 17:24; italics 
mine). We could ask nothing more than for our souls to be with 
Jesus when we exit this physical world. What could be better than 
to be with the One who loved us so much that He gave Himself to 
be crucified for our sins? Just being in His presence in eternity is 
blissful enough. But M.J. Griffith went further in describing what 
it means to see my [Christ’s] glory from the previous verse. Seeing 
Christ’s glory is to share in His happiness “. . . and be admitted to 
take part with Him in that supreme dignity. . . .”°° We will not be 
just bystanders in Heaven, but we will also partake in His 
happiness. Again, what could be better than this? 

M.J. Griffith continued with these words, ‘““We shall be made 
immortal... .’°! Immortality sounds like a nice term, but can we 
really comprehend it? Our awareness of time is something God 
created for us to help us navigate our lives: we know what time to 


° M.J. Griffith, The Cross of Christ (New York, NY: D.A.J. Sadlier & 
Company, 1886), 223. 

© Thid., 224. 
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set the alarm for, we know what time to show up at work, we know 
what time to go to bed, etc. But the element of time only pertains 
to humanity, not to God. He has no need for time. Immortality is 
just a continuum where He exists. What’s more, He has invited us 
to join in with Him in His continuum. 

Griffith summed up the heavenly existence for our souls in 
these three areas: (1) total happiness, (2) total existence, and (3) 
total protection from sin: 


Now, the word eternal may be conceived to comprehend in it these 
three things. First. There is nothing but life in the state of 
blessedness, which shall not be interrupted by any doleful accident. 
The eternity of life must include in its notion a state of pure 
happiness, without anything that deserves the name of death to give 
it the least annoyance. . . . Second. Eternal life will be without any 
intermission, as well as without any intermixture; as there is not 
contrary sense of grief in that happy state, so there is not 
insensibleness of joy. The blessed soul will never cease to feel its 
own pleasures, because, as there is no night in that heavenly 
country, so there is no sleep, in which we can scarcely be said to 
live. The life we shall lead there will be one continued act of 
knowing, loving, and rejoicing, praising, and obeying God. As for 
all good works, there will be none of those wherein we are now 
employed, to exercise our obedience, nor shall we be in need of 
those things which now call for our charity to them or justice to 
ourselves ... Third. No serpent can creep into that Paradise to tempt 
and allure us from that great felicity, nor shall we be in any danger 
from our own flesh, nor find ourselves in a world where there will 
be anything to excite our desires, but what we may freely take the 
fullest satisfaction in. Our Savior tells us that His faithful disciples, 
after He hath given them everlasting life, shall not die at all. 


If we could attain total happiness, total existence, and total 
protection in this life, ’m sure we would be quite satisfied. 
Ironically, these are the conditions that everyone strives for in this 
physical life. The desire of most people is to have enjoyment and 


© Thid., 233-234. 
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we seek multiple avenues to do so. In fact, we would like to 
continue that enjoyment as long as we can. And to make that 
enjoyment complete, we would like protection so that nothing 
negative interferes with that enjoyment. If this is the case for most 
people, then why aren’t we all focused on how we can obtain 
eternal life with God, where there is total happiness, total 
existence, and total protection? 


The Obstacles to Eternal Life 


There are two obstacles that some people face regarding 
eternal life: (1) we are focused with the here and now - we are not 
interested in deferred rewards, and (2) we like to be independent. 
Regarding the first obstacle, we are certainly focused on the here 
and now. It is human nature to take care of our existence which is 
the immediate state we find ourselves in. I witnessed to a twenty- 
year old one time and asked him, “Are you concerned about where 
you will spend eternal life?” His response was, “I am not 
concerned about it, because I have my life now to live.” My 
follow-up question was, “But, God forbid, what if you died 
tonight. Your eternal existence would start then. Do you have any 
concern for that?” To this, he did not have a reply. Some people 
view it as eternal life insurance. But quite simply, we just need to 
expand our perception of life. 

The second obstacle perhaps is more difficult to overcome. If 
we submit to Jesus Christ, we fear that we may lose control of the 
things we want to do. We like to do what we want, and we don’t 
want to be told what to do. I experienced that myself, like many 
others, in my teenage years. I went through what some might call 
“the rebellion stage,” but like everyone else, becoming 
independent is what we all experience when we eventually leave 
the enclave of our parents. The issue with this is that it is human 
nature to think and make decisions for ourselves. It took me thirty- 
five years of marriage to realize the discernment that my wife has. 
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It seems that most of the time, things turn out much better when I 
first consider what she has to say. But I have to make a conscious 
effort to seek her advice because it is human nature for me to think 
and make decisions for myself. Similarly, it is difficult for us to 
submit to Jesus Christ and confess that we are sinners. It takes 
humility (and dependency) to ask Jesus Christ for forgiveness of 
sin. We must humble ourselves even further to submit to His Word 
and follow Him. It’s not just eternal life insurance — it involves a 
new life with Him that starts right now. 

Submission to Jesus Christ ensures eternal life. Even though 
the passage from this life into eternity with Christ might seem 
unpredictable and precarious, we can be assured that Christ will be 
there with us all the way. In fact, He is here with us right now, 
guiding us with the Holy Spirit. John Stevenson put it beautifully 
in these words: 


Death is the great valley which separates time from eternity. 
Multitudes enter this “valley of decision,” but none return to inform 
us of its depth or its darkness, its difficulties, or its dangers. To the 
eye of sense it appears a real valley, and full of dangers, as 
inevitable as they are appalling. To the eye of faith it wears but a 
semblance of a valley, with all the appearances, but none of the 
realities of danger. . . . But the believer not only walks into the 
valley, he walks ‘through’ it. It is his privilege to know, that 
whatever may be the trials and difficulties of the valley of the 
shadow of death, he shall pass through them all in safety. His 
Almighty Shepherd is with him. And so beautiful and attractive 
does the land beyond appear, that the damp vapors and the appalling 
darkness around and before him seem as nothing in comparison.© 


63 John Stevenson, The Lord Our Shepherd (1846; repr., Vestavia Hills, 
AL: Solid Ground Christian Books, 2016), 155-156, 161. 
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Biblical Evidence 


As noted in the previous chapter, having faith in Jesus Christ 
is the crux of Christianity. It is the focal point for anyone having a 
relationship with God. It takes a certain level of faith for us to 
envision and trust God for what comes in eternity. That is why the 
chapter on “Faith In Christ” is so important. It not only constitutes 
our relationship with Christ, but it assures us that we will spend 
eternity with Him. 


The Start of Eternal Life 


It was also noted in the previous chapter that eternal life 
actually starts when a person humbly asks Jesus Christ for 
forgiveness of their sins and chooses to follow Jesus Christ and His 
Word. For many who are living their physical lives right now, 
eternal life has already started. When Jesus prayed in the company 
of His disciples, He made this statement: “Now this is eternal life: 
that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you 
have sent” (John 17:3; italics mine). The word know comes from 
the Greek ginosko, which means to come to know or experience.™ 
This is not just to know someone or something intellectually, but to 
actually have the experience of knowing them. Hence, eternal life 
is actually experiencing God and His Son Jesus Christ (both 
manifestations of the same God). It is what was referred to earlier 
as having a relationship with Jesus Christ, which is the benefit of 
confessing our sins to Him and following both Christ and His 
Word. 

The word true in the previous verse comes from the Greek 
alethinos, which means “one who cannot lie.”® In today’s age of 


64 Spiros Zodhiates and Warren Baker, eds., Hebrew-Greek Key Word 
Study Bible: Key Insights into God’s Word (Chattanooga, TN: AMG 
Publishers, 1996), 1601-1602. 

65 Thid., 1582. 
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social media, there exists the underlying thought as to what is the 
truth. The fact is, there are a lot of untruths in cyber space because 
people can voice or post whatever they want. If they feel a certain 
way, they can post that. However, what they feel and post may not 
be the truth. It depends on what their feelings are based on. In the 
case of God, we do not have to worry about whether or not He is 
true. God’s Word tells us He is. Some may question whether or not 
God’s Word itself should be able to determine God’s truth, but 
how we can we argue with a God who made the heavens and the 
earth and us too? Like the biblical analogy says, does the piece of 
pottery have a right to say to the potter, “Why did you make me 
like this?” 


The Gift of God 


The apostle Paul taught those in Rome who were Christians 
regarding sin and eternal life. At one point, he spoke these words, 
“But now that you have been set free from sin and have become 
slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result 
is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 6:22-23). Jesus 
Christ set us free from the bondage of sin — we no longer seek to 
lead a life of sin. The end result of this is eternal life. In the 
previous verse, Paul said eternal life is the gift of God (see also 
Romans 5:20-21). Notice that there is nothing we can do to “earn” 
our way into heaven. The freedom from sin and the entry into 
eternal life are gifts from God. That not only makes us humble, but 
thankful that our God is that concerned about us to enable us to 
humbly confess our sins and receive Christ’s gift of forgiveness 
and eternal life. 

We know that in this life, there are no real guarantees because 
human tendencies are fallible. However, the guarantee of eternal 
life can only come from God Himself. God lives in a perfect realm 
and His claims are perfect. That is why Jesus Christ was quick to 
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proclaim to the inquiring Jews that He is truly the Messiah, the 
One Who was sent by God the Father, and is God Himself. His 
mission was, and still is, to restore lost souls to Himself. Our souls 
were lost because of sin, but Christ restored us to God Himself 
through the sacrifice of Himself on the cross. That is why Christ 
could exclaim with authority about all those who humbly repent 
and come to Him for forgiveness: “My sheep listen to my voice; I 
know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they 
shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand” (John 
10:27). 


The Assurance of Eternal Life 


Our faith, and the building up thereof, is what constitutes our 
trust that God will deliver us from this world into eternal life. We 
do not have any store receipts telling us that we have eternal life. 
The assurance we have comes from our faith. That is why Jude 
(brother of the apostle James) said, “But you, dear friends, by 
building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the 
Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life” (Jude 
20-21). Faith constitutes and is the receipt for eternal life. Jesus 
tried to reason with the Jewish leaders by saying these words, 
“Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes him 
who sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed 
over from death to life” (John 5:24; see also 1 Timothy 1:16, 1 
John 2:25, and John 3:14-15). There is a direct parallel between 
our faith that Christ forgives us of our sins when we come humbly 
to Him and the realization of our guaranteed state of eternal life 
with Him. 

Eternity with God, from the perspective of His Word, is 
synonymous with enjoying the fruit from the tree of life. The first 
mention of the tree of life is in Genesis 3:22. Adam and Eve 
already committed sin against God by eating from the tree of the 
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knowledge of good and evil in the Garden of Eden which God told 
them not to do. However, after they sinned, God did not want 
Adam and Eve to also eat from the tree of life because they would 
live forever in their sinful state — separated from God. Therefore, 
he banished them from the garden and placed cherubim (angels) 
and a “flaming sword flashing back and forth” to guard the 
entrance to the Garden (Genesis 3:24). Jesus Christ much later on 
had some encouragement (and admonishment) for the churches. To 
those in the church of Ephesus, He gave these words, ““To the one 
who is victorious, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, 
which is in the paradise of God” (Revelation 2:7). The victory that 
Christ was talking about is the victory over sin. That is, repentance 
and forgiveness through Jesus Christ. The tree of life is a biblical 
symbol for eternity with God. That was God’s design in the 
Garden of Eden with Adam and Eve. However, Jesus Christ had to 
reinstate that opportunity by dying on the cross for our sins so that 
we can enjoy the fruit from the tree of life and live with Him 
forever. 

In the book of Revelation, Christ gave this assurance to the 
church at Smyrna: “The one who is victorious will not be hurt at 
all by the second death” (Revelation 2:11). Christ, because of His 
crucifixion on the cross and resurrection from the dead, is the 
Victor — He conquered sin and death. This means that not only is 
He victorious, but because we also have humbly come to Christ for 
mercy and forgiveness of sin, we too share in Christ’s victory. 


6 The first death refers to the passing of our souls from these physical 
bodies in this life into the presence of Christ. Souls that do not have a 
relationship with Christ will go to a waiting place for final judgment. The 
second death is the final judgment for the souls that do not have a 
relationship with Christ i.e. eternal separation from God. The second death 
is also discussed in the chapter 2 THE ETERNAL RAMIFICATION OF 
SIN. 
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God’s plan for all people is that they would all come to Him 
for mercy and forgiveness for their sin. His plan is one of absolute, 
divine love. John 3:16 says, “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.” God wants everyone to have eternal 
life. He sent His Son Jesus Christ to die on the cross for the sins of 
everyone who would come to Him. It doesn’t matter what type of 
sin a person has, what their background is, or anything else that 
they might perceive gets in their way of coming to Christ. God’s 
love is so powerful and supreme that it can reach down into the 
souls of any human being and restore their relationship with Him. 
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7 CONCLUSION 


It is human nature to recognize the things we can see with our 
eyes and relate to them. We recognize cars and houses and form an 
opinion as to how we are going to relate to them. We also see and 
hear others and decide how we are going to interact with them — 
that is, how we are going to have a relationship with them. 

But having a relationship with God is unique because we 
cannot see Him with our physical eyes. However, it is still possible 
to have a relationship with Him. This relationship is important for 
the following reasons: 


He created us (Jeremiah 1:5) 

He loves us (John 3:16) 

He wants to have a relationship with us (1 John 3:1) 
He wants to bless us (Psalm 1:1-3) 

He wants to give us eternal life (John 5:24) 


SE ee 


The essence of having a relationship with God starts with 
repentance. We must first humble ourselves and recognize that we 
have sin in our lives and this sin separates us from God (Isaiah 
59:2). We then confess our sin to God. We say, “My God, I am a 
sinner and I confess my sin to you. I am sorry for my sin and ask 
for your forgiveness. Thank you for dying on the cross for my sin 
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so that I can start a new relationship with you both now and 
forever — in Jesus’ name.” You can pray this prayer and start your 
relationship right now with God! The next thing to do is to find a 
local church that preaches and teaches from God’s Word. Find one 
that you feel comfortable with, get to know the people, and attend 
church regularly. This will help build up your faith. You should 
also invest in a Bible, or perhaps your church might have one 
available. Spending time reading God’s Word daily is a good way 
to learn more about God and to further your relationship with Him. 
In addition, a good free resource for daily devotions can be 
obtained from inspiration.org. They can be sent automatically to 
your email or they can be obtained through the App. These 
devotions provide a daily verse from the Bible and a short 
discussion on how to make application from it. Spending time in 
prayer daily is also critical to maintaining one’s relationship with 
God. Just start with your eyes closed, confess your daily sin to 
Him, and ask Him for guidance for yourself and your loved ones. 
Eventually this will become a habit, and you will find that your 
faith in God has increased. 

Remember, God loves you no matter what the circumstances 
are, and He never gives up on us no matter what happens — that’s 
divine love. He loves us so much that His Son Jesus Christ died on 
the cross for our sins over 2000 years ago. That too is divine love. 
You have the assurance of God’s love from Romans 10:9: “If you 
confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord, and believe in your 
heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” 

Praise God! 
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RESOURCES 


Just to get started, I recommend a study Bible. There are a 
wide variety of versions available, as well as font sizes, 
paperback/hardcover, etc. Find one that you feel comfortable with. 
A study Bible has many Bible helps that can educate someone in a 
quicker fashion. Here is the one I started with: 


New American Standard Bible. The Open Bible Edition. 
Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, Publishers, 1977. 


It contains a cyclopedic index, introductions to each book in the 
Bible, a concordance (to find Bible verses based on a particular 
word), maps, and many other helps. 


The New American Standard Bible is a hard-copy edition and 
could be carried around, but I prefer a more portable Bible. 
Recently, I have been using the N/V (New International Version) 
Thinline Bible: 


NIV Thinline Bible. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2011. 


However, it does not have any helps or educational features. It is 
also the version that is used in this book. 


As time goes on, these helps might be useful as well: 


Comfort, Philip and Elwell, Walter A. Who’s Who in the 
Bible. New York, NY: Castle Books, 2014. 


Unger, Merrill F. 3% edition. Unger’s Bible Dictionary. 
Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1977. 


135 


PAUL LAGASSE 


Pfeiffer, Charles F. and Harrison, Everett F., editors. The 
Wycliffe Bible Commentary. Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1962. 
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